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Poppy Treffry, whose hand-embroidered tea 
cosies have become bestsellers (page 78); Tina 
Bricknell-Webb who, despite no cookery training, 
runs Percy's Country Hotel in Devon where 
virtually all the fare on offer is produced by 
her husband and her on their organic farm 
(page 72); Rose Fisher, a florist in Somerset who 
ripped out her entire cottage garden and started 
again from scratch (page 124) and last, but not 
least, reader Frances Green, the deserving winner 
of our poetry competition. Read her winning 
words on page 51. This reminds me to mention 
our Country Culture special: if you think the arts 
are non-existent beyond the boundaries of our 
cities, then turn to page 98 for our inspiring 
review^ of regional theatres, museums, festivals 
and musical and literary events. And visit 
allaboutyou.com/country4iving for our pick 
of the best venues plus our monthly guide to 
what's on in the countryside. 


H ave you got talent? Of 
course you have - and 
we’d like you to tell 
us ail about it. If you 
can grow, sew or cook, 
write, draw' or make, you can enter our 
Kitchen Table Talent Awards. There 
are six categories and great prizes. 

In addition, w'e will select the most 
promising entrant and help them turn their 
natural gift into a successful business (page 84). 
And that's not all - make sure you take part 
in our online Celebrity Craft Auction, We have 
persuaded 20 well-known names, whose 
businesses have all grown from kitchen-table 
concepts, to donate items that are unique. 

How about these for starters: a patchwork chair 
from Laura Ashley, a personalised course at Perch 
Hill with Sarah Raven, a signed salad bowl by 
Sophie Conran, a hand-finished Turkey rug by 
Roger Oates or a hamper of Gath Kidston goodies? 

You can preview the full auction catalogue and 
find out how to take part at allaboLityou.com/ 
talent. But hurry - the eBay auction begins at 
10am on 23 March and lasts for only seven days. 
The items will be on display at the Country Living 
Spring Fair (23-27 March) in London, All the 
money raised from the auction and from the £5 
fee we are charging for each entry to the awards 
will go to our charity of the year, The Prince's 
Countryside Fund, which is working with big 
businesses on projects to help rural communities. 
In case you need any more inspiration to get 
going, there is talent galore throughout this issue: 



A 

Visit our website, allahoutyou.com/countryliving or follow us on Twitter (twitter, com / 

countrylivinguk) and join us on Facebook - go to facebook.com/countrylivinguk 

\ 
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Natural appeal 

1 Chios Cyphus's appealing rabbits (£18 
each) arc hand-crafted from vintage linens 
at her Wiltshire home. She also makes mice 
and a range of home accessories including 
bags and cushions from antique textiles 
(01985 213077; chloeantiques.co.uk) kEL 

2 Ideal for brightening up a wall while 
providing useful hanging space, this jolly 
red polka-dot bird hook (£3. 95 for two) is 
from homeware retailer Sass & Belle. The 
set includes one left- and one right-facing 
bird and is also available in brown, blue and 
pink (020 7228 0281; sassandbelle.co.uk) EEL 

3 This little wooden weathervane (48cm 
x 24cm) by Moulin Roty would sit perfectly 
on top of a playhouse or shed and costs £20 
(01885 490832; cottontailsbaby.co.uk) IS. 

4 A stylish statement as well as a future 
family heirloom, Richard Fa ^brother's unique 
Conker rocking horse (£895) is handcrafted 


from solid walnut (shown), oak or maple 
(01278 588177; richardfairbrother.com) EEL 

5 Artist, illustrator and print-maker 
Mark Hearld has designed a range of 
ceramics exclusively for the Tate. Produced 
by British firm Burleigh, these decorative 
earthenware pieces start at £15,95 for the 
bowl (020 7887 8888; tate.org.uk) EEL 

6 Inspired by a photograph in Danish 
newspapers of a policeman stopping traffic 
to let a family of ducks cross the road, in 
1959 Danish designer Hans Bolling created 
his famous teak ducks. This reproduction 
duck is £76 and the ducklings are £45 each 
(020 7288 1996; twentytwentyone.com) kEL 

7 Keep bookshelves organised with these 
chubby Ollie Owl weighted bookends from 
Strawberry Fool. Made from grey linen and 
black faux leather, they are £14.99 fora pair 
(0845 226 9177; strawberryfoof.co.uk) EEL [> 


EMPORIUM 

Inspiring buys to brighten your home and garden 

'A i\ 


r 'wH 
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Out and about 


1 Pick the perfect picnic spot with the aid 
of The Great British Picnic Guide by Mark Price, 
which lists 20 top sites and provides maps and 
details of local food producers. To order for the 
special price of £13.99 incl p&p r call 0871 803 
6764 or visit allaboutyoubookshop.co.uk 23. 

2 Take shelter from April showers in 
style under a spotty Carousel umbrella (from 
£19.50) by Bombay Duck. It is available in 

11 colours including fuchsia, white and black 
(020 8749 3000; bombayduck.co.uk) EBL 

3 True to the Cornishware principles 


5 Add a dash of colour to your kitchen 

or alfresco feast with this Pick nick loaf board 
(£17.95), which features a jolly vintage print 
(01989740380; n e whou setex tiles.co.uk) GE3 . 

6 This small wooden bird house (10cm 
x 10cm x 15cm) from The White Company 
is part of a set of three (one each in white, 
grey and pastel green), which costs £45 
(0845 678 8150; thewhitecom pa ny.com) 23. 

7 Create your own lip balm with these 
kits, which each make four petroleum-free 
balms: choose from Clear & Natural, £10.95, 




of simplicity, quality and durability, the new 
Red range, originally trialled in the 1920s, 
has been reintroduced. These mugs are £40 
for four {020 3874 6546; tggreen.co.uk) 23, 

4 Laura Howard's jaunty bird brooches 
(£14 each) arc all individually made from felt 
and her collection includes goldfinches, blue 
tits and robins (lupinhandmade.oom) 23. 


or Hint of a Tint, £12.95 (07976 910993; 
www.thehomemadecompany.co.uk) 23. 

8 Made in England from sustainable sweet 
chestnut, the National Trust's versatile range 
of outdoor furniture doubles up on its uses: 
the coffee table turns into a bench and the 
bench with arms becomes a dining table. From 
£450 (01420 588444; gazeburvill.com). > 
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Farrow&Ball 



Great recipes deserve great ingredients 

For the very best in paint, with reopes parked full of naturally 
occurring pigments and natural ingredients, look no further. 
= rom Cook’s Blue to Dead Salmon there's something to suit 
the most discern ng palate. 


Colour crafts men since 1946 

Showrooms 

Bath Battersea Beaconsfield Bristol Chelsea Dublin Edinburgh Guildford Hampstead Harrogate 
Hove Islington Marylebone (Slotting Hill Oxford Richmond Tunbridge Wells Wilmslow Wimbome 

For further information, details of local stockists or delivery to your door, please telephone +44 (0) 1 202 876141 or vis ft our website 

www fa rro w - ba 1 1 x o rn 


The colour featured is Cook\ Bice' on a background c f our Silvergate wallpaper BP 8 SO 
block printed using our own paint to give the unique ‘Farrow & Ball* look 



UNEN 

WATER 




Spring greens 


1 Postcarden is a mini living garden in 

the form of a postcard that you can send to 
•someone special or keep for yourself. Just 
add water and it will spring to life. Allotment 
(shown) costs £7.50 (postcarden.com) IS. 

2 Columbia Road wallpaper is one of the 
beautiful products from London -based design 
collective Custhom, A 72cm x 1m roll is 
£139 (07843 241413; custhom.co.uk) IS!. 

3 Yankee Candle's new range of room 
fragrance candles combines the richness of 
vanilla with sweet cane sugar and a zesty 
lime twist. Available in throe sizes from £7.49 
(0845 6021 073; houseoffra ser.co.uk) E r 

4 Shoe designer Rae Jones has branched 
out with this stylish weekend bag. Handmade 
in England from traditional deckchair canvas r 
it folds into a pouch and can then be used as 
a clutch. It costs £269 and also comes in plain 
khaki (020 8986 4301; raejones.co.uk) E. 


5 Store essential garden tools in Sparrow 
and Finch's smart Beehive Shed (61cm x 
91cm x 183cm), £399. 95 r shown here in 
French Grey with cedar roof tiles (01892 
861202; sparrowandfinch.co.uk) El. 

8 Inspired by the landscape around 
Marseille, Compagnie de Provence's home 
range includes this linen water, which 
comes in two fresh fragrances, from 
£6.80 (0800 123 400; selfridges.com) DEL 

7 This hand-knitted bunny egg cosy 
by Sarah Banning with its hand -stitched 
face and pom-pom tail would enliven any 
breakfast table and costs £6.50 (01793 
704169; theblueberrypatch.co.uk) EE3. 

8 Hand-felted by Frances Haigh in 
Devon, this unique bird's nest artwork 
(£60) is created using natural wool roving 
(pro-spun wool) and colourful felt pieces 
(01803 856756; prcinnseas.C0.uk) El, ^ 
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CHESNEY'S 

THE WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL FIREPLACES 
& NEW COLLECTION OF WOOD BURNING STOVES 



Langley marble fire surround 
with Barrington stove from 
Chesney's award winning Stove 
Collection in association with 

30 THE NATIONAL TRUST 


For free colour brochures of Chesney's Fireplaces or Wood Burning Stoves call 020 7627 1410 

194-200 Battersea Park Road London SW11 4IMD 020 7627 1410 * 734-736 Holloway Road London Ml 9 3JF 020 7561 8280 


Chesney's fireplace and stove dealers are throughout the UK 


www, chesneys.co.uk 








“COOKING ROAST BEEF 
JUST HOW I LIKE IT 
USED TO BE A BIT OF 
A CHALLENGE/’ 


Neff CircoSleam® technology uses a combination 
o* steam and conventional hot air cooking to 
produce perfect results. When roast- ng or baking, 
this system keeps food moist on the inside while 
getting it crisp outside. It also allows you to roast, 
bake and steam different dishes on different 
levels simultaneously. CircoSteam® offers you 
a healthier way to prepare food because it 
reduces the amount of oil and fat needed in 
your cooking. For more information and tips 
for cooking perfect roast beef visit netlco.uk 
o' for a free brochure call 0844 892 9033. 


“ NOW MY CIRCOSTEAM 
OVEN ENSURES IT’S 
PERFECTLY SUCCULENT 
EVERY TIME.” 






liLUSTRATIGN BY LUCINDA ROGERS 


column 



T aking inspiration from CL’s series, 

Your Community Needs You!, 1 
decided that after nearly ten years in 
my Hackney home it was high time 
I made an effort to become part of 
some form of neighbourhood network. 

Hearing that the lifeblood of many 
country parishes, the Women's Institute, 
had opened a new branch in my area, 
provided me with the perfect kickstart - here was an 
opportunity to broaden my knowledge, my circle of local 
acquaintances and also do a bit of good, 1 thought. 

It was with some trepidation, though , that I set off for 
my first monthly meeting, unsure of exactly what to expect 
but imagining that a cold, draughty hall and an enforced 
rendition of Jerusalem before a lengthy lecture would be on 
the agenda. My preconceptions were soon over-turned when 
I stepped into an urban studio transformed into a retro-style 
sitting room complete with comfortable armchairs and sofas, 
flickering candles, fresh flowers and plates of homemade 
cakes to tuck into as 1 met my fellow new members. 

Formed a few months ago, the Dalston Darlings are part 
of a new-wave ofWI groups in the capital. It is drawing on the 
movement's strong history and heritage but introducing fresh, 
contemporary elements to increase appeal, offering talks by 
luminaries from the worlds of fashion, politics and the arts, and 
using social media to spread the word. “Well be covering the 


traditional topics, such as cooking and 
handicrafts, and be raising money for 
local charities,” vice-president Charlotte 
Hotham told me, “but we also want to 
reflect the area's diversity. Therell be 
talks on everything from sewing to sexr 
The mood in the room was warm 
and welcoming as a steady stream of 
women joined the informal gathering 
and further preconceptions were dispelled. I had imagined 
that I might be one of the youngest members hut, with most 
people looking around 30, 1 disappointedly decided I was one 
of the oldest. And a dry lecture wasn't on offer either - we 
were all delighted to discover that the evening's programme 
would involve an interactive cupcake masterclass by food 
stylist and writer Annie Rigg. We gathered around a long 
wooden table as she deftly and expertly turned plain cakes 
into mini works of art, while answering an enthusiastic 
flow r of questions on how to achieve the best results. 

‘Make and do' is very much part of the Dalston Darlings' 
philosophy and it was soon our turn to have a go. We all 
relished the chance to get creative and glean expert tips, 
not to mention the opportunity to meet a fresh group of 
like-minded people. I left with my rather over-colourful 
cupcake and the feeling that I had found a whole new 
community right on my doorstep, 

Dalston Darlings (dalstondarlings.com). WI (theun.org.uk). 


Can a city dweller enjoy 
a taste of the good life? 

Louise Elliott reports from 
her urban neighbourhood 

the WI 
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Ki t liens 
Bedrooms 
SaLhroorm 
St u dies 

Media Centres 
fee Standing Furniture 
Children'? -urriure 
Boardrooms 


Showrooms: 

London; Ho anti Park 
London; St iohns Wood 
London; Belgravia 
Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Weyforidye 
Maidenhead 
St, Albans 
B'omham 


Brentwood 
Leamington Spa 
Knots ford 
Manchester 
Harrogate 
Scotland 
Jersey 
Guernsey 
Northern Ireland 


Interna t in nat 
Showrooms; 

Ireland +3S3 1 269 53 70 
Dubai +(971 1 4JjiUib40 
Moscow +(7} 499 243 06 3 fl 
Paris +(33) 142 841 446 
USA enquiries +44 13S0 850 007 
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Unmistakably 


Mark Wilkinson 


NEW INSPIRATIONS, NEW BROCHURE... 


The New White Book shows Mark Wilkinson's design 
inspirations for 16 styles of the World's finest furniture, 
including kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms & media rooms. 


For your free 190 page copy call +44 (0)1380 850 007 
or visit our website www.mwf.com 


Be inspired. 


THE FINEST FURNITURE OF OUR TIME 



CAVALIOFLOORS.COM 



EMBRACE THE 
FLOORSPACE 



for further information on Covafio floors: www.cctvaliofloors ,com Tel: 01782 569840 
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books • walks * makes • nature • growing • baking • visits • skills • pets 


A-vrAJch hdcL.. 

Bird-Watching Binoculars at the ready: 
April is the liveliest month in the ornithological 
calendar. Join experts for a guided stroll 
around a reserve to observe avian inhabitants 
nesting and foraging to feed their young, 
while migrants arrive from foreign climes* If 
you're able to open your eyes and tune your 
ears in time, rise with the lark to catch the 
seasonal concert of early morning song and 
learn how to identify birds through their calls 
on an organised dawn-chorus walk. 


cT 0MwSh 4 b 

Easter egg COIl^SJhis simple seasonal 
offering will make an individual gift for 
guests at an Easter lunch. Take a sheet 
of pretty wrapping paper and another of 
tissue for the lining and cut into large 
triangles. Roll into a cone-shape, securing 
with staples or tape, and fill with miniature 
eg gs or sugared almonds if you prefer. E> 


A-W>X.b $0Vr... 

Borage Sow this herb now to enjoy the 
subtle flavour of its flowers and foliage as a 
garnish in summery drinks* The necfar-ricb, 
hardy annual will look just as pretty in 
your beds and play its part in encouraging 
beneficial insects such as bees - place next 
to tomato plants to boost pollination. 


ArfUitbdo... 

Blosfeom orchard^h t miss the 
magnificent show of bursting buds on fruit 
trees this month. Discover your nearest 
plantation or local trail for a scented, pastel 
show of apple, cherry, gage, pear, plum and 
quince flowers. Children will love the way 
the petals fall to the ground and you might 
have the chance to enjoy tea in the orchard. 
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For more information about these projects and ideas, visit alIaboutyou.com/simplepleasures 
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Tt&AjMref... 

T 


DOG TRAINING 




DIFFERENT BREEDS ol dog 

will have varying levels of ability, so 
research the type you own before 
you demand loo little I leading to 
boredom and ' naughtiness') or ion 
much (frustration for both you and 
your dog). Begin by following our 
basic tips, whether you have a 
Jack Russell terrier or a Great Dane, 
for some good canine behaviour. 

" you need to understand 
your pet thinks. Docs are pack 
animals so command their respect 
by becoming "he leader Some of 
the more confident will constantly 
challenge you, in which case 
maintaining your number one 
position by being bonsisLenLly 
authoritative is crucial. 

_ verbal commands, hand 

gestures and eye contact with your 
pet for the best response. When 
training a doc to sit, lie down or 


walk on the lead, reward a good 
performance immediately with 
treats, favourite toys, stroking and 
the appropriate word cr phrase for 
praise such os 'yes', ‘good girt* or 
incorporating the dogs name so 
that your pet makes the connection 
Dogs' strong survival instincts mean 
that fooo is of great importance to 
them, so suitable biscuits a r e often 
the most effective incentive Ta<a a 
supply while out walking, too. 

Sim lady, scoid your dog for bad 
behaviour with a firm verbal order 
such as 'no' or leave it'. If you are 
responding to an event you haven't 
witnessed avoid disciplining the 
dog us he or she may be contused 
about what you're referring to 
Consistency s key don't change 
your approach or vocahula^/ 
halfway through ba ning end Plymouth 

expect your pupil to follow through. : Rock 


KNEAD TO KNOW 

Glean essential baking tips 
from CL's Food and Drink Editor 

Make a batch of warm hot-cross 
buns taste even more special by 
preparing your own mixed spice 
blend. In a pestle and mortar, grind 
together 1 small cinnamon stick 
with 1 tablespoon each of whole 
cloves, mace, coriander seeds, 
allspice berries and ground nutmeg. 
Store in a sealed jar out of the light 
and use within a month. For this 
month's recipe, visit ailaboutyou. 
com/simpiepieasures 


A HENKEEPER’S DIARY 

April 

1 couldn't resist the offer of a 


few fertile eggs to try in this 
traditional month for hatching. 
Placed in the electric incubator 
on my kitchen worktop, it's 
been 21 days of anticipation 
as the mechanism has rocked 
them back and forth, Eleven 
of the Araucana, Buff Orpington 
and Rhode Island Reds have 
emerged, fluffy and cheeping, 
and are now wandering about 
like toddlers in the sawdust: 
colliding, eating crumb, 
drinking water and suddenly 
falling asleep in the warmth 
of the red warming lamp in 
their brooder. They're already 
beginning to grow wing 
feathers and will be running 
around an outside run in 
a matter of weeks. 

Ruth Chandler' Read Ruth '$ biog 
at ailaboutyou. com t> 


\ 


For more tips on dog training, visit alIaboutyou.com/simplepIeasures 
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Have you heard 
the buzz... 


“the best in value and quality traditional 
kitchens that I've ever come across ” 


]7te Hsb Times 


North & Scotland 

Altri rtt liam Allan IK Tl mber - 01 61 928 1 696 

Chester OtolPs of Cheshire - 01*29 741 512 

Edinburgh Richard F Matkay - 0131 313 3300 

Leeds A berford Kitchen - 0 1 132 813 209 

Manchester Vinecrcft * 0161 622 0642 


Newcastle Bridgewater Interiors - 0191 477 6680 




Midlands & Wales 

Hereford The Hoitte of Wood 01432 820 61 2 

Ken II worth fi auk I rrterior j - 01926 854 2 36 

Kings lyrni Style Ki Itbt ns - 01 55 3 767 51 9 

Newark fiefvorr Interiors - 01636 705 892 



Northampton Peter Hugh &s In te rior s - 01 604 770 554 




$u tUro Cold field Siitto n Interiors - 01 2 1 3 784 445 






South East & East 

Alton B eau - Port Ki tc hen 5 - CS-I 5 2 3 0 1 St 5 

iury St Edmunds Design Centre ■ 01284 731 025 
Syflwl Surrey Furniture - 01932 355 332 

Gwkfescfen Row Hawk Interiors - 01442 842 634 
Haalemere Rural Living - 01428 644 607 

Maidenhead Oliver Lily Kitchens - 01 344 874 399 

Newbury Bert Heath ■ 01635 523 123 


South West & Islands 

Bath The interior Company - 01249 783 087 

Bristol Cothatmide Kitchen Company - 0117 973 ^897 

Dorchester Tindeton Lifestyle Centre - 01305 848 391 

Guernsey Channel Island CctlfflltS - 01484 234 000 W 

Lymin gton WH low L . festyie - 01 590 670 000 

Newt n n A bbrrt Prestige Fu m lime - 01626 830 707 

Salisbury Wilton K itchen sand D« Ijn - 0177? 743 332 


Kitchen / Interior / Garden 


PICTURED CHICHESTER KITCHEN HAND PAINTED IN OLD CHAi 
APPROX £3.000. FOR A FREE 144 PACE BROCHURE PLEASE CO< 


Ctt START FROM £9,000. WORKS EJRFACES 
YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST. 


www.neptune.co.uk 







A RIVER VALLEY 

4.1 J .4.1- I ■ ; A ’ 11^.. X_ f* ll_ . 


The Stour divides the 'south 
folk* (Suffolk) and 'east Saxons' 4 
(Essex) today as it always has, , 
draining the heavy clayJands of 
Constable country. Its pastoral 
surroundings were made world- 
famous by the paintings of 
Thomas Gainsborough and Paul 
Nash as well as John Constable. 
One of the first rivers in England 
to be improved, barges known 
as lighters' plied their trade here 
for 200 years/NowThe River 
Stour Trust seeks to restore 
navigation on this classic lowland 


sea following its renovation of 
the locks at Dedham, Flatford 
and Great Cornard. To cruise 
its slow-flowing meanders is 
to wind among hedged water 
meadows and river-bank 
willows. There are few towns 
but timber-framed, thatched 
houses offer a sense of the past. 
Poignantly, these landscapes are 
the more precious for knowing 
that most East Anglian grasslands 
have been drained for arable 
farming. lisa Sykes 
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SUFFOLK 


• Traditional Crafts and Industries 


• Akenfield by Ronald Blythe 
(Penguin Classics, £9. 99} 

Published in The 1960s, "this 
statement abuuL living in an Eas. 
Ang :an village at the beginning 
of the second ha I of fhc twentieth 
century" as Blythe describes his 
hook, is composed of a senes of 
oral histories from tls in habitants. 
Aware that a way of life was riy og, 
the author v sited cottages and 
farms to glean memories and 
insights into rure life. Among the 
speakers are agricultural labourers 
turned F rsf World War survivors, 
orchard workers, teachers, doctors, 
and tnatchers. ne collection 
of their voices has become a 
treasured classic, while Ronald 
Blythe continues to write about 
country kfe other work includes 
Words from Womvr.gfofd, about 
-- Suffolk 

ves* 


in East Anglia - The Photographic 
Legacy of Haflam Ashley 

(English Heritage, £16, 99) 

From rood cullers near Horning 
Ferny in Norfolk, 1949, to flower- 
growers in I mcolnshire, 1951, 
Hallam's collection of black and 
while photographs pays tribute to 
the rural workers in this region. 

* Suffolk Churches by 
David Stanford (Frances 
Lincoln , £14.99} 

This county is home 
to hundreds of places 
ol worship built on 
the wool trade that 
brought wealth in 
the Middle Ages 
Beautifully illustrated, 
this lavish book 
documents l he 
diversity of styles 
that char a etc rise 
each buifd ng. 


A PLACE TO STAY 

The Crown, Stoke-by-Nayland, 
Suffolk (01206 262001; crowninn.net) 
You can see and taste Constable 
country at this weaiherboarded 
horn that settles into the landscape 
so well you would n t guess it was 
bu It n 2008. Next door in toe 
16th-century inn, the dinner menu 
showcases ingredients from ne 
area such as the Riythcbu r gh 
pork tern no served with a local 
quince chutney. After a delectable 
breaefast, I made my way to the 
church which Features in many, N ^~ 
of John Constable's pictures. 

Dinner and double B&B from 
E 135. Ruth Chandler D> 


For special offers on these books and other titles, visit allaboutyoubookshop.co.uk 
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Love 

Food 



Three Large 


ovens for optimal 


cooking space 


Telescopic 


runner system for 


fu control 


Love 


Le sure 


Herb crusted 


organic pork 


The extra crispy one 


with Dad's name on it 




Sage picked from 
the garden 



For more information on Leisure range cookers visit www.leisurecpxo.uk 
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PARISH NOTICES 


FAVOURITE THINGS... 

Each month a member of the 
CL team picks one of their 
most treasured possessions 

"A colleague gave me this mug 
lor Christmas two years ago. ll/s 
from Brixton Pottery, a small 
company now based in mid-Wu es 
which has been making ceramics 
for more than 20 years. The 
hand-sponged decoration has a 
naive charm that captures the 
essence of designs ~ 

from the early 
19th-century. 

I've always had 
Border Collies 

so the image is Ll J9 

particularly apt/' fm 

Ben Kendrick Ua 
Home Des ig n Edi to r 


LOCAL LANDMARKS 

Composed o r vast granite slabs 
resting on two central pie-s ol the 
same rock, the clapper bridge 
in the village of Postbridge, 
Dartmoor is probably the best 
known of these structures that are 
peculiar to the area. It is believed to 
have been built by tin workers and 
farmers enabling crossings over 
the numerous watercourses that 
feature in the moorland. Spanning 
the East Dart River, it has survived 
centuries of swells and pedestrian 
traffic to remain a landmark of 
great beauty in the National Park 


Name: Daisy silver tabby 
Age: 2 

Loves: Watching Spring watch 
on the television 
Hates: Being cold 
Naughtiest habit: 

Curtain twitching 
Favourite food: Fish- 
flavoured cat biscuits 
Dreams of: Being in 
Cl's 'Readers' Pets' 

David a Kenward, Kent I 
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As part of our series profiling 
people in rural professions. 
Cumbria-based Patrick 
Moore tells us about his job. 

"1 was a chef for 20 years 
before starting my own 
artisan bakery in 2006. I work 
through the night, beginning 
at around 2am, Most of the 
breads require 16-18 hour 
fermentations and 1 spend 
my time baking, moulding 
and mixing for the next day 



THE BAKER 


atfM^hecking that the delivery 
vans go out on time, 

"I was based at home for 
the first two years which was 
hard because the family 
would be upstairs asfeep 
while I baked. Now I work in 
a converted mill in the village 
of Staveley, with mountains 
and fells as a backdrop. I 
employ 11 people, including 
four other full-time bakers. 
We've a shop of our own and 


have stands at farmers' 
markets, food festivals and 
events - once we made 
s ix-f oot planks of f o ca c c i a 
for a hog roast at a wedding. 

» "The most enjoyable part 
of this job is still the smell of 
the bread baking, taking the 
warm loaves out of the oven 
and putting them in baskets," 
More? The Artisan Bakery, 
Staveley ; Cumbria (07539 
822297; moreartisan.co.uk) 



To tell us about your pet, village or events, e-mail features@countryliving.co.uk 


l 
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We have been handcrafting kitchens from our 
Cambridgeshire workshop for more than thirty years. 

Alt of our kitchens are designed and made to order, 
unique to the needs of their owners. Our philosophy 
is to offer premium-quality, durable cabinetry combined 
with the best in thoughtful design and service. 

Visit one of our beautiful! showrooms now, 
or call for more information. 



call for your free brochure; 

0800 032 6489 



www. harveyjones.com 


New Edinburgh showroom opening March 


Bath / Battersea / Bristol / Cambridge / Fulham / Hampstead / Harrogate / Hove / Islington / Leamington Spa / Marlow / Oxford / Sheen / St. Alba ns / Tunbridge Wells / Wilmsfow / Winchester / Worcester 
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Bbntc pepper 

Freshly ground btecN pepper 
adds just the rsght amount 
of Culinary gusto tc yctjr own 


& 


Leg of lamb 

Whether it be Welsh or good aid 
Ln#M>, you can : beat a p;i“ of 
roast lamb - just m@fo3s.re you 
garnish it in herbs and : ja~xJ 


Sea salt 

Fr la au# to iamb - spr, - i<te 
litreraty end erijiy 


SRENSRRC F- 



Ona o r tne q j ntessanoal 
Mediterranean @rom@s - 
■L*nou^h to torn the rrest 
austere Erttoh day .ntc a 
food no'tday 



Sweet potatoes 

These Ultr^ed ■ 

of ceremehsed orange 
lovjBtlneso soak up the gravy 
and will have everyone 
fating for the ust p eep. 


f 


Red Wine 

r be pe r i * c z accompan i me n t o 
roast. I*i nh whether making n 
■ ich fuN-budli^ | dvy ■.. • ■ SfM vtsd 
up at the table salufc 


/ d i*r 



3 »r=ic 

An aromatic complement to 
thtr lamb-ba re chiefs end throw in 
another couple of doves 

jm 



The vital ingredient for roast lamb. 


With 20% more rocm than a standard built-in sing e oven, the Hot paint 
Openspace makes cooking roast lamb a pleasure instead of a logistical nightmare 
The insulating divider creates two independently controlled cooking spaces, 
so while the lamb browns to perfection in ~ 

the bottom, the Yorkshires sizzle in the top HotOOIflt 

...double oven versatility in a single oven space. < 

hotpoint.co.uk OUR IDEAS. YOUR HOME. 


M . 
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IntheGARDEh 

Our monthly guide to organic gardening By Stephanie Donaldson 


Tastes of summer 

D elf I a rid Nurseries grows more than 
a million organic tomato plants every 
year and is offering CL readers a 
collection of its best- performing 
varieties, all with excellent flavour: 
buy one plant each of 'Sungold', 
"SakuraJ "Celine', Tig ere! I a', J Caran' 
and 'Velocity FT for £15. Basil is 
the perfect partner: order three 
plants each of "Sweet Genovese 1 , 
Greek, purple, 'Siam Queen' and lemon 
basils (£7.50} or buy both collections for £20 in cl pEfrp. Call 
01 354 740553 quoting CL or visit organicplants.co.uk and 
quote CL0411, Offer ends 30 April; dispatch in early May* 


Pickjofthe 

vegetables 

THIS MONTH 

Asparagus 

WHY? Considered a king 
among vegetables, its short 
season from late April to early 
June makes it highly prized. 
The briefer the time lapse 
between asparagus being 
harvested and reaching your 
plate, the finer the flavour, 
so this is a vegetable that is 
always best home-grown. 
WHERE? A good asparagus 
bed can be productive for ten 
years or more, so take the 
time to prepare it especially 
well in fertile soil in full sun. 
BEWARE Asparagus hates 
competition so it is essential 
to keep the bed weed free. 
Control asparagus beetle by 
cutting down the foliage in 
autumn and burning it. 


WHAT'S! 

Aquii, 

Hln I * 


^ 1e Latin a 
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Good as wood 

Timber usually 
works well in the 
garden , but wooden 
paths or deckingcan 
become slippery. 
Millboard is a 
composite ami-slip 
alternative that looks 
just like wood (024/6 
jOypi; millboard 
deckjngcom). > 


Annual inspiration 


Much as the idea of 
creating a wildf lower 
meadow appeals, they 
can be hard to establish 
or sustain. Pictorial 
Meadows' seed mixes 
were developed as an 
easy-to-grow alternative 
with colourful blends of 
annuals that can be sown 
each year to give a similar 


natural effect. The flowers 
bloom for months on end 
and it's an ideal solution 
to brighten a new garden 
until you get to grips with 
more permanent planting. 
Eight different flower 
mixes are available from 
pictorialmeado ws.co. uk 
and also de Jager (01622 
8402 2 9; d e j a ger.co.uk). 
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Visit a glorious garden 

Great Dixter in all its spring finery is an uplifting sight. 
Thanks to head gardener Fergus Garrett and his team, 
the place is as inspiring and exciting as it was when 
Christopher Lloyd was alive. In April, meadows are 
carpeted with narcissi, primroses, violets and snake's 
head fritiHaries, borders are vivid with tulips blooming 
among emerging foliage and pots of the season's star 
performers duster around the front porch. For details 
of opening times or to book a place on one of its April 
garden courses {Succession Planting in the Mixed 
Border on 11 April or Nursery Propagation Day on 
18 April), call 01797 252878 or visit greatdixterco.uk. 



A natural high 


Ladder Allotments have proved 
very popular since their launch 


last year as a way of maximising 
the space for displaying flowers or 
growing vegetables in a small 
garden. The Ladder Allotment 
Plus has the added refinement 
of integral polypropylene 
planter bags, which are lighter 
in weight than containers, 
re-useable and retain 
enough water to produce 
healthy crops or flowers. 
Available in two-, three- 
and four-lier sizes, from 
£33.99 (01252 675054; 
ladderallotments.com). 




WHAT TO DO IN 

LIGHTLY TRIM lavender 

and other silver-leaved herbs 
into neat mounds 
PLANT mainerop potatoes 
and earth-up earlies 
SOW leeks outdoors 
PLANT mainerop carrots, 
peas and beetroot 
START success ion a l sowing 
of herbs and salads 
PRICK OUT and pot on 
seedlings to avoid crowding 


For horticultural tips 
and gardens to visit, 
see our website, 
allabo utyou xom / 
countryliving 


Plant offer 

A Japanese 
wineberry 

As easy to grow as a raspberry, 
this delicious, unusual berry 
is a vigorous deciduous shrub 
that reaches 2.5m or 3m tall. 
Perfect for training against a 
fence, the canes grow one year 
and fruit the next. The small, 
conical, orange-red fruit ripen 
in early August and can he 
eaten fresh or cooked like 
raspberries. Buy one in a 
9cm pot for £11.95 or two lor 
£19.90, saving £4. Plants will 
be delivered within 28 days. 
Orders should be sent to 
Country Living Japanese 
Wineberry Offer CL061, 

DT Brown Seeds, Rookery 
Farm, Joys Bank, Hoi beach 
St Johns, Spalding PEI 2 
8SG, with cheques payable 
to CL Gardens By Post. For 
Master Card/ Visa orders and 
enquiries, call 0870 950 5913 
and quote Ref CL061. If you 
are not completely happy 
with your order, let us know 
within 14 days to arrange a 
replacement or full refund. 


A floral flourish 


Emma Bridgewater 
has collaborated 


with Blueprint 
Collections on a 


range of stationer)! 
indudingpretty 
notebooks. Prices 
from £6 at Emma 
Bridgewater shops. 


www.allaboutyou.com/countryl iving 
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country living promotion 



1 Elodie Smock Dress was £165 now 
£1 43.50; ovqrsiied linen smock, wide body 
and arms gathered into over stitched collar and 
cuffs, in Indigo or Ochre. 2 Naim a Swing 
Jacket was £155 now £139.50; shortish jacket 
with three-quarter sleeves in a soft, slobby, 
slightly iridescent two-tone linen twill. 3 Betty 
Scarf was £49 now £44. 1 0; fine checked scarf 
in very soft, crinkled cotton with tassled ends. 

4 Jazz shoe was £1 65 now £148.50; dainty, 
light lace-up in flexible canvas, with fine leather 
sole, in Denim and Old Silver on Natural. 


Fresh looks for a 

STYLISH SPRING 


Bold coastal hues and a subtle blend of natural textures 
give Toast's covetable new collection a distinctive appeal 


T aking its inspiration from the 

dramatic shades and textures of 
islands and coastlines, Toast’s 
unique collection for spring 2011 
features eclectic prints in flowing, 
easy- to -wear designs, as well as a range of Striking 
monochrome pieces in contemporary graphic 


OFFER 

Country Living readers will 
receive 10% off the items 
featured in the attached small 
book with free delivery and 
free returns on every order. 


shapes. Layer sheeny cotton chambrays with cool 
open- weave linens, crinkled cotton gauze and soft 
slubby twills in an evocative natural palette of rich 
sandy ochres, inky marine blues, silvery granite 
greys and soft denim marls to create your own 
relaxed, individual look that will ensure you make a 
stylish statement this season. 


Simply visit the Toast website 
toast.co.uk and enter the 
special code S11 iCL at the 
checkout or call 0844 557 
5200 and quote SlliCL This 
offer ends on 30 April 2011. 


• To view the full collection and find your 
nearest store, visit toast.co.uk 



www.toast.co.uk 




Feast your S 'GtySAZSK * . 
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Voiui'l! soon the difference a Britannia range cooker will make to your kitchen. 

You'd f'eef the unmistakable quality of the construction with the robust doors. 
We've engineered in quietness, so that youll sizzling of steaks and 

sauted zucchinis on the versatile Chef Top hotplate. the tempting aroma of 

a Mediterranean flavoured chicken cooked to succulent perfection on the rotissede. 
They say you can't buy but we beg to differ. 


BFliannia 


Taste is everything 


FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE OR DVD CALL FREEPHONE 0800 6 1 2 3646 
Visit: www.britannialiving.cQ.uk or text OVEN6 + your name and address 
to: 800 10 (e.g, OVENS Mr Smith, 1 tong Road, London SW1 1 AT]. 

Standard Epott charge q wi| apply, 
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Keen to be green? New ideas, products and advice 



Save the world 

If the start of the new financial year, the VAT increase and 
train fare hikes have left you feeling that your money is 
disappearing into a black hole, don't despair. There is 
a way you can make a good investment and help the 
environment - by choosing an ethical savings plan. 

And if you have no spare cash to save, you will almost 
certainly have a company or personal pension. Do you 
know where your contributions go? Businesses are legally 
bound to disclose "the extent [if at all] to which social, 
environmental or ethical considerations are taken into 
account" in choosing their fund (Pension Act amendment 
2000), but how many of us enquire? Find out more about 
ethical investment at eiris.org.uk and consult your independent 
financial advisor to switch funds or set up a savings plan. 



Eco chic 


When choosing a carpet, it's good to 
find a company committed to using 
British wool woven in the UK 
and to reducing its impact on 
the environment. Ulster Carpets 
has done this by investing in 
energy-efficient weaving and 
dyeing equipment, installing 
heat-recovery units and fitting 
low-energy lighting. More than 
90 per cent of materials used are from 
renewable sources. The range Includes 
Natural Choice, made from 100 per cent 
undyed pure wool; from £37/sq m for 
Wilton; visit ulstercarpets.com. 


For more ideas on how to 
five a greener fife , visit 
affahoutyou. com/coun try living 

DID YOU 
KNOW...? 

Since the tax on 
small-scale biofuel 
use was dropped in 
July 2007, there has 
been a surge in the 
number of drivers 
converti ng diesel cars 
to run on used 
cooking oil from 
local restaurants. 



By Kitty Corrigan 

Travel light 

• The award-winning walking 
company Upland Escapes 
specialises in mountain terrain 
in Europe and has come 
up with a checklist of tips to 
help your holiday leave the 
lightest possible footprint on 
the region you explore: 

REFILL your water bottle from 
the village fountain instead of 
buying mineral water, 

SPEND money in local shops 
and/or leave a donation at 
historical buildings or 
churches you visit. 

USE local, fresh produce for 
your lunchbox and eat out 
in village restaurants. 

BE AWARE of electricity 



usage and always switch 
off lights before leaving 
your accommodation, 
RESPECT native culture and 
traditions by supporting events 
and festivals in the area. 

For more green tips, visit 
uplandescapes.com or call 
01865 315680, 

• It's time to dust down the 
camping gear... or treat yourself 
to a 'glamping' break with 
Canopy 8 Stars, a new venture 
from Alastair Sawday. You 
don J t even need a tent - you 
could sleep in a four-poster in 
a Cornish Iron Age roundhouse, 
a gypsy caravan in Scotian d or 
a luxury log cabin in the Lake 
District Cali 01275 395447 or 
visit canopyandstarsxo.uk.^ 
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Get closer to nature 
with ART SELECT 


Capture the beauty of nature in your home with realistic wood tones, textures and grains 

www.karndean. co.uk/artselect Tel: 0800 121 4155 
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country diary 




a a)lone 



GRAPEVINE GOSSIP 



MY NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOUR KAY 

holidayed in Brittany and returned home 
via a French hypermarket. Confronted by 
apparently infinite choice, she panicked 
and brought back crates of tooth -enamel- 
dissolvingly awful wine, which she then 
distributed lavishly about the community. 
Many of us encountered Kay's selection at 
supper parties, as raffle prizes, or via the 
tombola and the commonly held view 
was that if it merely gave you an instant 
crushing headache, you had got off lightly. 

Not that the village wine standards 
were high - Rachael the church warden 
likes pink wine, I go for ones with jokev 
names (a drop of Big Plonker, anyone?), 
while Maurice the farmer buys anything 
on special offer under £5. Colin is the 
exception, a connoisseur with a well- 
stocked cellar, and he decided something 
had to be done. “1 know people in the trade" 
he offered. “Ill organise a wine tasting." 

And he was as good as his word. He 
named a date, lined up a friend who dealt 
in wine and opened his doors to anyone 
who wished to come along. To everyone's 
surprise this included Mr Addington, 
a staunch teetotaller - apparently his 
wife was at a macrobiotic seminar and 
he was keen to sample the alcohol-free 
wines that Julian, the rep, had also 
brought along. We settled down, eyed the 
forest of bottles that awaited us, alongside 
a large plastic bucket, and listened with 
interest to Julian's talk. We learned about 
sniffing and swirling, and looking for 
the legs 5 - oily droplets that slide down ^ 
the glass and tell the initiated what 
to expect - and the importance of / ^ 
jettisoning wine into the bucket, /. h| 
rather than gulping it down. In 
a s pi r i t of sol i dar i ty we started V ' 
w i th th e a 1 cohol -free kind, 1 

Julian taking the lead; “This is 
strange. I was expecting florals, 
but I’m getting something much richer. 


mushroomy almost farmyardy..." Maurice 
the farmer looked guiltily at Colin, 

“Um, I’ve been spreading manure in the 
next-door field today. Perhaps if we shut 
the window?" Julian went into the kitchen 
to clear his tubes and we launched into 
a bottle of Chardonnay While most of us 
followed his example and stuck noses into 
our glasses, Colin 5 s next-door neighbour 
Bob, who is never to be trusted, secretly 
swapped wines with Mr Addington. 

As we sniffed, swirled and occasionally 
spat into the bucket, the noise level rose. 
And it was noticeable that much of the 
noise came from Mr Addington. He was 
having a grand time, with Bob discreetly 
topping his glass up (“Best tonic wine IVe 
ever tasted! 55 ). At a gap in the proceedings, 
while we wrote down our impressions of 
the latest wine, Mr Addington gazed round 
lovingly at the assembled company ‘‘Great 
village, best in the world ” be said, and 
forming his sheet of tasting notes into 
a paper dart, he lobbed it into the bucket. 
We moved onto reds, and Mr Addington 
became belligerent, “The village bins 
should be green!” he shouted. “Why are they 
yellow? It's a horrible colour” And he glared 
defiantly at his startled neighbours. Bob 
gave him a large glass of Merlot “Have some 


for the legs in that” It worked. Mr 
Addington found his legs then lost them 
and sat back on the sofa. “The entire village 
should be street lit, it would be much safer! 5 ' 
he wailed, “but nobody listens to me! 55 and 
he sobbed into a large handkerchief. We 
tried briefly to cheer him up, but the 
wines were excellent, we were being less 
than conscientious about the bucket and 
the party continued as Mr Addington fell 
into a deep sleep, Julian, a consummate 
professional, eased out his order book. 

We worked our way through the dessert 
wines and then the tasting session was 
over. Mr Addington was nudged awake in 
time to place a large order for alcohol-free 
wine as a welcome home present for 
Mrs Addington and stumble muzzily away 
arm-in-arm with Bob. But despite Colin's 
heroic attempts to educate our collective 
palate, and Julian's full order book, I can 
report only limited success. On the plus 
side, Kay’s well of hypermarket plonk 
has finally run dry hut Rachael still likes 
pink wine, although now she calls it ‘rose 5 ; 

I remain a sucker for a funny label and 
I can’t see Maurice passing up a bargain. 
And Mr Addington, although revelling 
in his new T friendship with Boh, remains 
a committed teetotaller, <4 



Aly Wilks has lived in her Wiltshire village for eight years and enjoys chronicling rural life . Luckily most of the neighbours still talk to her... 
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April is when leaves hurst forth from furled buds and the I 
:eives its firstrflush of green. There’s no more 
3r a walk in the woods, as birdsong fills-die air 
if hluehel Is and other wi ldflowers covers the H 
e the trees form a natural canopy overhead 

TNG BY HESTER PAG^^HOTQGR APRS BY BRENT DARBY 
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4* r .OfTOSITE PAGE Vintage stool, £36. 
PinjpSfnel 8 Partners, Blue enamel 
mug, £1,50, Baileys. Straw hat. £15, 
„ The Vintage Gardener. Rush basket, 
£46, P^ersham Nurseries. Cushion 
* with I a Me Indigo motif, from £55, 
Designers Guild Other cushions in: 
| 'Burma cotton blue, £146/01, Sister 
Parish at Tissus D'Helene, Charlotte 
brown and pink floral cottght 
£31/m, Elanbach, Deckchair Stripe 
powder blue cotton, £l2/m, Clarke 
& Clarke. Rolf-out Glamping table 
(in background), £300 (set with two 
stools). Garden Trading. THIS PAGE 
Galvanised tub. £24, Baileys. Blue j 
and whit& plate an^triped fabric, s 
'W-'Hirom a selactio*, Raph Lauren. 
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decorating & design 



Find a sheltered, sunny spot and set up a table 
and chairs as an outdoor workspace, with 
comfortable cushions, a portable radio, nature 
books and some early spnngjhwers to pot up 


OPPOSITE PAGE From left Vintage 
wooden crate. £14.50, The Long 
Room, Selection of potted alpines, 
from £1.75 each, The Kew 
Gardener, Vintage orange metal 
chair. £90 (pair). Pimpernel & 
Partners. On chair Cushion in 
Hollyhock neutral cotton, £49. 5 0/m r 
Anna French. Roll-out Glamping 
table and stool, £300 {set with 
two stools), Garden Trading. On 
table, from left Vintage galvanised 
tub, £24; tea towel. £7.50; green 
Thermos flask, £24; old trowel. 
£15; Duralex glass, £1.50; all Baileys, 
Milk bottles (in tub), £12.50 each. 
Pedlars. Roberts digital radio. 
£129.95, John Lewis. Terracotta 
pots, from £3.50 each. The Vintage 
Gardener. Vintage tins, from £12 
each. The Long Room. Red ball 
ol Heritage jute twine. £2, Nutscene. 
Vintage blue chair, from £45, 

The Long Room. On chair Vintage 
books, from £12.50 each. The Long 
Room. Vintage woollen Welsh 
checked blanket. £89, Jane Beck 


Welsh Blankets. Vegetable crate 
(on stool), £28, Pimpernel & 
Partners. On washing line Shirts, 
from a selection. Gap, Stripe Strange 
Collar Tee top. £49, Cabbages & 
Roses. Peg bag in Zipper Stripe in 
blue on oyster linen-mix, £154/m, 
Benmson. Bamboo ladder. £55, 
Emily Readett- Bailey, ABOVE LEFT 
Gardening gloves, £10, Baileys, 

All other details, as before. ABOVE 
RIGHT Tent made from jute hessian, 
£3 .7 9/lb, Hobby Craft; border 
in Portland Mood indigo striped 
cotton, £36. 45/m, Olicana, Large 
cushion (in foreground) and 
tent side in Rambling Rose blue 
linen-mix, £49/m, Jane Churchill. 
Small cushion in Corner's Bay 
Floral indigo linen, £72/m, 

Ralph Lauren, Book and print, 
junk-shop finds. Straw hat from 
a selection. Accessorize. RIGHT 
Vintage galvanised bucket, £15, 
Baileys. Vintage books, junk-shop 
finds. Ceramic rabbit mug, £15, 
Scandinavian Interiors t> 



ww \\\ al laboutyou.com/country liv mg 


APRIL 2011 | 43 


decorating & design 



Vintage wooden awning frame {with cover, not shown), from a selection, Baileys; roof and sides in Sofia linen-mix, £24/m, Harlequin; back in sand and blue 
stripe Mona cotton, from £2Q/m, Lin urn at Northlight; left-side lower panel in Antarctic Mood Indigo cotton, £39/171, Olicana. From left Deckchair, junk-shop 
find; sling in Portland Cornish Blue cotton, £3 9/m, Olicana. Vintage hamper. £35; bucket. £15: both Baileys. Bag in vintage floral fabric, £29, Decorative Country 
Living. Khaki bag, similar from Ally Capellino. Carafe, £13.95, Doc Ruddy. Storm lantern, £29. Toast. Vintage stool. £34, Pimpernel & Partners. Cushions ir 
[from left) Eden Roc Stripe linen-mix, £ 194/m; La Garoupc indigo linen, £1 58/m; Turkana Rug Stripe cotton, £69/m: all Ralph Lauren. Tied-top solid blue linen 
cushion, from £47, Odd. Red gingham cushions, from £26 each, Baileys. Cushion in Dovcflight blue linen mix by Mark Hoarld, £44/m, St Jude's. Ascot hamper. 
£24.95, ChairWOrks. Handkerchief in floral Tana Lawn, from a selection. Liberty. OPPOSITE PAGE Vintage glass lidded jar, £18, Baileys. Cushion in Rambling 
Rose linen-mix, £49/m, Jane Churchill, Wool-mix rug in Pine Forest, from £49, The Braided Rug Company, Vintage books and prints, junk-shop finds t> 
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decorating & design 





Put up a tent in the woods or your garden and 
create a romantic escape. Take time to study 
nature close up - use reference and picture 
hooks and make lists of the species that visit 


TOP LEFT Faux driftwood console 
ta bl e, £ 8 0, Em fly Rea dett- Bai ley. 
Enamel teapot El 6; vintage green 
Thermos flask, £24; Dura lex glass, 
£1.50; large blue-rimmed white 
enamel plates, £3.50 each; small 
matching enamel plates, £2.50 
each; teaspoon, from a selection; 
ell Baileys. Cake, from a selection, 
Pettys. Cream enamel "Morning'' 
mug, £14 (set of four), The Bell Tent 
Company. Striped tea towel in 
Antarctic Mood Indigo cotton, 
£39/nn, Olicana, Vintage red tin, 
£20, The Long Room. TOP RIGHT 
Tent made from jute hessian, 

£3. 79/lb, HobbyCraft; border 
in Portland Mood indigo striped 
cotton, £3 6. 45/m , Olicana. Back 
of tent in plaid cotton, from 
a selection, Ian Sanderson. Tea 
towels (on top of tent} in Portland 
Mood indigo striped cotton, 

£36. 4 5/m, Olicana; bordered with 
Rambling Rose blue linen-mix, 
£49/m, Jane Churchill, Large 
cushions and tent sides in 


Rambling Rose blue linen-mix, 
£49/m, Jane Churchill. Straw hat 
(just seen), from a selection. 
Accessorize, Small cushion in 
Corner's Bay Floral indigo linen, 
£72/m, Ralph Lauren. Vintage glass 
lidded jar (containing flowers), £18, 
Baileys. Vintage botanical and bird 
books and prints, all junk-shop 
finds. Balls and spools of jute 
twine, from a selection, Nut scene. 
Straw basket, £35, Petersham 
Nurseries. LEFT Faux driftwood 
director's chair, £140; console 
table, £80; both Emily Readett- 
B a i ley. V i nta g e ga I va n i sed f 1 o rist's 
bucket, £1 5, Baileys, On chair 
Stripe Strange Collar Tec top, £49; 
plimsolls, from a selection: both 
Cabbages 8- Roses Cushion in 
Brancha cobalt linen-mix, £37, 7 3/m, 
Romo, On table Ceramic mug in 
Celadon, £15.50 (set of two), 

Sophie Conran for Portmcirion. 
Vintage dairy jug, £18; vintage 
glass, lidded jar: both Baileys, 

All other details, as before t> 
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Paradise found - just 28 miles off the coast of Cornwall... 
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decorating & design 





Vintage gaft/anised buckets £15 
each, Baileys. Wheelbarrow, 
from £7§tgreen watering can, 
£35; both^T he Vintage Gardener. 

Cushions (besidepate), in Sail 
Broad Stride blue cotton, £36/m, 
Jane Churchill; and Burma blue 
cotton, £l4G/m>' Sister Parish 
bt Tissus DT-felene. Cleft oak 
gate, £270, The Cleft Gate 
Company. Woven Guatemalan 
J Fairtrade baskets {on gate), 


ftdra£9 each, RE. Scarf (over 
gate) .from a selection. Toast. 
\ ref stockist details, see our 
Where To Buy page . 








if yOU gp doWH to the woods toddy.,, Britain's woodlands wake from their winter slumber this year to a reprieve. Plans to sell 
258,000 hectares of government-owned forests - a fifth of all woodlands in England - have been scrapped. More than 500,000 people 
signed a petition opposing the proposed sell-off, forcing the Prime Minister to abandon the consultation over their future. Fears that the 
open access to these forests for walkers, horse riders and cyclists could be lost, that biodiversity may not be protected, that forests would 
be sub-divided, or even chopped down, prompted widespread condemnation. So there's never been a better time to enjoy a woodland 
walk - a new website, visitwoods.org.uk, can help you locate your nearest open-access woods, including those carpeted with bluebells. 
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WESTBURY 

THE FUTURE YOUR HOME DESERVES 


For our brochure call 0800 014 7055, 

visit our website www.westburyconservratories.com 

o r email : info @ westburyconservatories. com 


We s t bu r y C o 11 s c n a t o r i cs Ltd, 

Martels, High Easter Road, Bar ns ton, Essex, CM6 1NA 
CODEi CL041 1 



an landroverco.uk/ 

ourplanet 


www.landrover.co.uk 


It masters any journey. 


It conquers all kinds of weather. 


It gets you there in comfort. 


But it can't remind you 



to bring the keys to the chalet. 
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WHAT CAR? „ 


DISCOVERY 4 Why get a car when you can get a Land Rover? 


LAND 
- ROVER 


Official Fuel consumption figures for Discovery 4 3.0 SDV6 mpg (l/100km] urban 25 2 [112] extra urban 34 0 (8 3) combined 3C.4 [9 3}. 
CO emissions: 244 Drive responsibly on and off road 
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POETRY COMPETITION 


ODE to the 
COUNTRYSIDE 


bv penning a poem in itshonouranu taking part in our competition 
(Cl : November 2010), we didn’t anticipate receiving more than 300 
entries. Farm Crisis Network (fcn.org.uk) is delighted with the funds 
ra i sed from the entry fee a stagger i ng £3,11 0. “A magn i H cent 
contribution, thank you," says Sarah Brown, chief executive of the 
charity wl tich provides pastoral and practical support to farm ing i 
people. "You’ve helped ensure that our network of volunteers can i 
conti nue to assist fa m i 1 ies i n need nationwide." We hope you all i 

enjoy the wi n n i ng poem puhl ished over the page. r 



EEL CATCHER 

by FRANCES GREEN 


The last of. bis kind, although the eels live on 
at home in that buttered blackness 


of Fenland lodes. He knows their progress 
those tiny glass eels from the Sargasso 

growing long and fat on slipways 
of East Anglian mud- as willows bud 


roppinghives andgnggs det 
into new-mooned dankness 


to catch them, matt 
ig and sinking in their 


truce-time ; 


this slipper)' pause 
in a lifelong circumnavigation. 


We should markhis endeavours, 
this marshland hero: who else 


'ill gather these ancient dues 
Id kina s. for new cathedrals 


payments writhing in wet sacks: 
history written in water. 


THE WINNERS 


organisation the Arvon Foundation's Friends 
scheme as well as a selection of its publications 
worth more than £100 {arvonfoundation.org). 

• RUNNERS-UP Due to the high quality of 
entries, our judging panel decided that not 
five but ten entries were worthy 
runners-up. Each receives J W V 

a copy of Country {Conran ■ 

Octopus, £ 50 ), a collaboration % 

between CL photographer ft 3 f ■ || f 

Andrew Montgomery and 

designer Jasper Conran. *4 m * v 


To read all of the winning competition 
entries, visit allaboutyou.com/poetry. 

• FIRST PRIZE Frances Green receives 

a complimentary place with accommodation 
on a weekend poetry writing and appreciation 
course at West Dean College in West 
Sussex (westdean.org.uk). 

• SECOND PRIZE Simone Mansell Broome wins 
second prize for her poem Grave Digging - 

a one-year subscription to creative writing 


www.downmaqaz.com 
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Contemporary Extensions | Verandas 





BRECKENRIDGE 

Contact us now to request a brochure or a design consultation 

0845 070 1967 j www.breckenridgeconservatories.co.uk 
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HOWDENS KITCHENS AROUND BRITAIN 

Bowdens Joinery has 490 depots around Britain supplying kitchen and joinery products. Each of our depots has experienced 
kitchen designers who will plan your kitchen and help you select from a choice of over 40 different kitchen styles. And because 
we*re local, our designers will he on hand throughout, should you need more advice. 

We believe the best way to install a kitchen Is to use an expert and that’s why we only sell to trade professionals, because we 
understand that they are best placed to give you the reassurance of a professional installation. 

Our products ore In slock, so you and your builder will have the reassurance that we' I have what you need w hen you need it 

To find your nearest depot and to request a brochure call 0800 6888 167 or visit www.howdens.com 

Depot opening hours: Monday- Friday 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am- 12 noon. 







HOWDENS 

JOINERY CO, 


MAKING SHACt MO Kb VALUAbLL 


Oakhain by DSR K rk 







seasonal ideas 



Seasonal patterns 

Arrange papier-mache eggs filled with 
mini chocolate eggs in a bowl to create 
an Easter centrepiece (below). Group 
together with handpainted hens' eggs 
decorated with ribbon bows. 

To blow a fresh egg, first wash it, 
then use a sharp needle to prick a hole 
carefully at least 3mm in diameter at 
the top and bottom. Blow through one 
hole to force the raw egg out through 
the other - you'll find this easier if you 
break the yolk with the needle first. 

Vintage papier-mache eggs, from a selection, 
eBay. Handpainted egg. similar from Jane 
Moans. Ribbon, from a selection, V V Rouleaux. 
Ceramic bowl, similar from Lauren Denney. 
TabJecloth, €32,99, Linen Me 


► 



Fragrant flourishes 



A simple display of early forced bulbs 
such as these delicate grape hyacinths 
(opposite) strikes a joyful seasonal note. 

Plant up an elegan t mug or small pot 
with bulbs just com ing i nto flower, and 
then place them under a glass cloche to 
accentuate their beauty. Water regularly 
to prevent them from drying out. 

Embossed ceramic mug, €6-50, The Orchard. 

Glass cloche,. £14.95, Summerill & Bishop. Storage 
jar with metal lid, £2,65, Ikea. Small metal buckets 
(painted with emulsion), from €3.25 each. Burford 
Garden Com pa ny . T a bl ec loth. £32, 99, Li ne n M e 


Assemble a small posy of scented spring 
flowers and place in a glass hanging 
votive (above). Use the metal handle to 
attach it to the back of a chair with a 
decorative ribbon in a contrasting shade. 

Alternatively, create a bolder display 
using larger spring blooms in vibrant 
colours (left) to brighten an entire room. 

Glass votive with wire handle, €4, Garden Trading, 
Ribbon, from a selection, V V Rouleaux, Similar 
garden chair. £409.96 (pair). Primrose London t> 
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All things bright and beautiful 


Stud a circular wreath-base of florist’s 
Oasis with a colourful array of spring 
flowers for a glorious display. Start 
with the largest blooms, then fill in 
with smaller ones, covering the inner 
and outer edges to conceal the base. 
Hang from a ribbon and, if the wreath 
needs reviving, take it dow n on 
alternate days and immerse the base 
in water. Drain before re-hanging. 


Tablecloth, £32.99, _henMe. Liren napkins, 
from a selection, LinenMe. Glass cake stand, 
£40, Jet t Lew*, Jar, £2 65, ikea. Vintage 
papier-mache eggs 'ronn a selection, eBay 
Handprinted eggs, similar from Jane Means. 
China howl, similar from Lauren Denney. Green 
plates, sirti’a' from Richard Da e. Glasses, 
s milar from Riedel. Glass carafe, L24.95, 
Forma Flower pots, from garden centres; 
canted n Cal a mine estate err uls : or\ £29.50/ 

2 5 Ettres h Farrow £r Sail. Wreath-base, from 
£b, The Essentials Company. Vintage plate 
;or> shetfly similar f^om Pimperre & Partners 



seasonal ideas 



Pail perfection 


Introduce pretty pastel accents to a 
fresh white tablecloth with colourful 
accessories and a display of painted 
eggs* Children will have fun helping to 
make simple invitations for an Easter 
celebration. Fold a sheet of white card 
in two* write the wording with a silver 
or gold pen and stick a chick in one 
corner* Use small metal buckets painted 
in soft shades (below) to hold napkins 
and an arrangement of dyed eggs. 

Zinc buckets, from £3.25 each, Burford 
Garden Company. Paper napkins, simitar 
from £1 .95 for 20, Dotcomgiftshop, Shredded 
tissue paper, from £1 .65 (pack), Paperchase. 
Linen tablecloth, from £32.99, LinenMe. 
Candles, similar £1.60 for 24, Blue Ribbons 



Special delivery 7 wiggy treats 


This is the perfect time of year to create 
thoughtful personalised gifts for friends 
and family (as shown left). Handmade 
iced biscuits in Easter-themed shapes, 
such as chicks, eggs and bunnies (above), 
wilt always be well received. Separate 
them carefully with layers of greaseproof 
paper, then box them up and wrap in 
plain brown paper* Add ribbon and faux 
flowers for a decorative finishing touch* 

Wicker basket. £10.95, Marquis & Da we. Ribbon 
and fabric flower, from a selection, V V Rouleaux, 
Brown paper, from a selection, Paperchase. 


Spring branches in bud make a delightful 
display on their own, but look striking 
adorned with homemade Easter biscuits 
hung from colourful satin ribbons* 
Arrange branches from flowering shrubs 
in a targe glass jar filled with stones and 
a little water. Place inside a metal bucket 
that has been painted and stencilled with 
a floral motif* Fill the top of the pail with 
coloured, shredded paper to hide the jar* 

Table, similar un painted from £119, Scumble Goosic. 
Bucket, £3.25, Burford Garden Company. Stencils, 
from £5. 95, The Stencil Library. Biscuit cutters, 
from a selection, Jane Asher. Jars, similar from, 
eBay. Cushion, similar from Debenhams t> 
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Exquisite Easter keepsakes 


These beautiful deeoupage eggs will last 
longer than the chocolate variety, which 
disappear all too quickly on Easter Day. 
Arranged on a pretty plate, or hung from 
ribbons on blossom-covered twigs, they 
make an appealing spring display. Those 
shown here were made using polystyrene 
eggs from a craft shop lor the base, but 
you could use blown fresh eggs instead. 

I Cut strips of thin white paper 1cm wide 
and approximately 7.5cm in length, 

2 Put glue on one side of each strip and H 
starting at the bottom, stick it carefully 
along the length of the egg r finishing at 
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the bottom. Repeat with the other strips, 
overlapping each one slightly until you 
have completely covered the egg. 

3 Cut out flowers, leaves or other motifs 
from sheets of patterned paper. A pretty 
flocked paper from a craft shop has been 
used here, but scraps cut from ordinary 
wrapping paper would work as well. 

4 Stick down the flowers and leaves on 
the egg. Instead of covering the egg 
with white paper first, you could cut strips 
from: the patterned paper and use these to 
cover the egg to create an overall design. 
All materials, from a selection. Hob byCraft, 
For stockists, see our Where to Buy page ^ 


BOOK OFFER 

This project Is one of many to be 
found in Papercrafting In No Time by 
Clare Youngs (Cico Books, £14.99)*. 


Country Living 
readers can order 
a copy for the 
special price of 
£11.99 with free 
p&p; call 0871 
803 6764 or 
visit allaboutyou 
bookshop.co.uk. 


papercrafting 
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A top class finish 


Which?, the UK's leading independent consumer group, 
tested 1 7 powder detergents in January '11 and they 
found that Ariel Powder rose to the challenge. So much 
so, they gave us a Best Buy Award. Now that's brrrriiliant! 
















BEYOND 

the PALE 


a stylish choice for country homes. Discover how to use them 
successfully by layering chalky pastels and understated 
neutrals to create warmth and interest in every room 

WORDS BY ATLANTA BARTLETT AND DAVE COOTE 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY POLLY WREFORD 
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1^3 ITEMS AVAILABLE BY MAIL OHDEB. 



/ • " 

.-■TEXTURES 

Make a pale room interesting 
by introducing varied textures, 
combining glossy with mat t 
and rough with smooth. Aim tor 
a contrast tKstween floors and 
walls, furniture and accessories. 

OPPOSITE PAGE A mix of materials 
from canvas sails to distressed 
woodwork and weathered fossils 
add detail to this all-white 
scheme, thes picture Rough 
stone wails and limestone flooring 
are offset by a contemporary 
metal table to give depth to a 
palette of cream, white and grey. 
TOP LEFT Papery petals bring a 
fragile beauty to a still-life display 

SOURCEBOOK 

• Scandinavian furniture 
and homeware: Tine K 
Hope {tinekhome dk) IB3. 

• Rustic cottons and linens: 

Beyond France (01285 641867; 
bey o n df ra nee .co . u k ) ISL 

• Antique and vintage boats: 

Paul Drewmt (07890 970855; 
model-yachts co.uk) t> 

f f 
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SHADES 
of DIFFERENCE 

Paint walls in chalky pastel pinks, 
greys or greens and balance with 
white furnishings tn create a calm 
effect. Using colour in this way 
brings warmth but the effect is 
still soft and subtle* 

THIS PICTURE A gentle shade of 
grey softens a sparse arrangement 
of antiques, while while -painted 
floorboards give a clean, up-to-date 
finish, opposite page, top left 
White accents, bare floorboards 
arid rj collection ol mismatched 
china prevent this pretty pink 
dining room from feeling twee 
MAIN' FicsuHb Use a del cate pink 
hue to accentuate the elegant 
shapes of creamware china 

SOURCEBOOK: 

• Antique china: The Dining 
Room Shop (020 8878 1020; 
thediningroomshop.co.uk) si, 

• Furniture and home accessories: 
The White Company (0845 678 
8150; thewhitecompany.com) EBL 

• Antiques and accessories: Pale 
fi- Interesting (01797 344077; 
paleandinteresting.com) is. 

• Painted furniture: Pimpernel 
& Partners (020 7731 2448; 
pimpernelandpartners.co.uk) I E3 t> 
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splAshes 

of COLOUR. 


OPPOSHt PAG-, iop Lb - 1 A powder 
blue range cooker provides a burst 
cf colour in this contemporary 


With a neutral scheme, you 
can inject colour easily, from 
gentle pastels to vibrant shades. 
Oft- whites are so versatile that 
you can ring the changes 
without completely re painting. 


kitchen, MANSI PKTURF Mismatched 
chairs in different upbeat shades 
ano a collection of biue- -and-' white 
Cornishware and pastel vintage 
china combine with bare boards 
ano pale walls in this practical 




kitchen, creating a feel ing of friendly 
informality THIS PAGE A daw-footed 
cast-iron bathtub, painted a soothing 
blue, draws the eye in this tranquil, 
wooden-dad bathroom 


SOURCEBOOK: 

• Traditional Cornishware 
china: TG Green (02CT$d74~ — 
6546: fggreen~co.uk) ihi. 

• Industrial vintage furniture 
and home accessories: 

Baileys (01983 561931 ; 
baileyshomeandgardencom) ihl 

• Vintage painted and re-painted 
furniture: The Shabby Barn (01953 
681075; theshabbybarn.co.uk) IS. 

• Roll-top bath: Aston Matthews 
(020 7226 7220; astonmatthews. 
co.uk) css > 




Bright whites can appear harsh 
in country homes. Use warmer 
shades of oft-white instead, which 
work well willi organic: materials 
such as beams, stone, wooden 
floors and textured fabrics. 

A delicate palette of grey and 
off-white lends th s living room an 
air of calm elegance. The addition 
of warm tones in the guise of a 
rustic wooden bench and turned 
bowls ensures Inal this pale 
room is also cosy and inviting > 


i 
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Royal A 
Hon i cultural 
Society 


Creators and Makers of the Finest Quality Bespoke Hardwood 
Conservatories, Orangeries and Garden Rooms. 


0844 800 8808 
WWW. davidsalisbury, com 


IF >yat I F«: tatu i vs m! S. .k ’c w 

M4nufacru«;iri urxkr licenct framed b* Thu li-yal l kHticultufai Socx-tv 
RtuiMLTtd < burin, 22.28"!! / ii{ '1 







BOOK OFFER 

Adapted from Pale & Interesting by 
Atlanta Bartlett & Dave Coote (Ryland 
Peters & Small, £19 99), CL readers 
can order a copy for £14,99 incl p&p: 
call 0871 803 6764 or visit allabout 
youbookshop.co.uk. 


this PicruR- Three deferent shades 
of white that share the same * 
pinkish uncertones have been 
combined to stylish effect in this 
relaxed home office. iop righi A 
coSy retreat that doubles as a 1700 s: 
room has been painted in a warm 
grey shade w th just the window, 
salvaged fromujgcumatioi yard, 
highlighted in off-wh te 


SOURCEBOOK: 

• Heritage paints: Farrow & Ball 
(01202 876141; farrow-ball.com) [Ki 

• Finely graded off-white paints: 
Little Greene (0845 880 5855; 
littleg reene.com) El. 

• Painted furniture: Sasha Waddell 
Furniture (020 8979 9189; 
sashawaddell.co.uk) E. 


decorating & design 
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Baked potato for Oliver, Pizza 'or Chloe. Pasta for Grace, Keeping them all happy could test your ve r satility to the limit. But the Beko multi- 
function oven makes it all very simple. Its 12 functions include defrost, static and Ian heating, grill and brilliant 3D cooking, 3D lets you cook 
different *oods at the same time with perfect results. With energy efficiency rated 30% bette^ than normal A rated appliances. this massive oven 
is easily programmable with a large display LED screen. The Be*o OIM25502X oven. Lethnq life happen 

www.beko.co.uk 






FRESH from 
the FIELDS 


At an award- winning restaurant with rooms in the Devon countryside, virtually the 
entire menu is sown, grown, raised and gathered from its oiuners organic farm 

WORDS BYCATHLRtWBUTLRR PHOTOGRAPHS BY AIJUN C ALLEN DPR 





“ The only way we 
could be sure of 
serving meal from 
animals that had been 
treated well from 
start to finish was by 
having our own ' 



www.downmaqaz.com 



N ot many chefs end service by swapping 

their whites for a pair of wellies, but like her 
restaurant-with-rooms, Percy's Country Hotel 
in Virginstow, Devon, Tina Bricknell-Webb is 
unique. I'm a stickler for quality” says Tina, who 
sources nearly ail her ingredients from the 130 acres she farms 
organically with husband Tony. “By rearing livestock and 
growing crops, Pm certain we’re serving the best seasonal and 
organic food ” Raised beds, filled with leafy chard and beetroot, 
bright yellow courgette flowers and potatoes, surround the 
restaurant. Even the lavender that borders the old granary barn, 
where guests stay in Percy's seven bedrooms, is a common 
feature in Tina's baking and desserts. Across the farmyard, 
snowy-feathered geese stalk a shady field, while next door a 
lop-eared sow rests in her straw-filled ark feeding her piglets. 

"Obviously there are certain things we can't produce,” Tina 
says, “but we try to keep our food miles as low r as possible ” So 
Tony is up at 4am each morning to head down to the daily fish 
markets at Looe, and pheasant and venison come from nearby 
shoots. More often than not, however, everything on Percy's 
menu, from the wild girolles to the lamb, has been sown, grown, 
raised and gathered a stone's throw from the kitchen door. 

Each morning, once guests have feasted on breakfast, which 
includes poached eggs with home-cured ham and herb omelette, 
Tina visits her livestock before tackling the long to-do list that 
keeps the farm ticking over First on today’s rounds are two young 
pigs whose huge triangular ears almost touch the tips of their 
snouts as they snuffle and root around their pen, too small to join 
the rest of the 40 -strong herd of rare breed Large Blacks foraging 
in the woodland. Nevertheless, they seem content, flopping onto 
their backs for tummy rubs from passers-by. And Percy’s visitors 
are free to oblige - not only can they be sure that the meat on 
their plate comes from animals that have had healthy and 
happy lives, but they are also welcome to nip out and see it 
for themselves. “We like guests to become involved; they can 
climb in with the animals - some even request to be woken 
during lambing season to see the newborns,” Tina says. 

Fifteen years ago, the Brie knell -Webbs rarely got to see this 
way of life either. Having sold their chain of betting shops, 
they were running a w ine bar in London's North Harrow but had 
bought a rundown farm in Devon with the intention of one day 
retiring there and renovating it into holiday lets. When the wine 
bar began winning awards for its food, however, they decided to 
make the move, refurbish the farm and opened it as a restaurant- 
with-rooms. Since then, Tina has been a finalist on ITV's Chef of 
the Year and her lamb was voted Best Organic Product by Taste 
of the West An impressive CV, but particularly for one who never 
intended to become a chef - or a smallholder for that matter 
“I’ve always loved food, and have worked in private kitchens 
before, but it was only when I was thrown in at the deep end that 
I realised I could cook myself” says Tina, referring to the fateful 
night in North Harrow r w hen her chef walked out in the middle 
of service. “His jacket was too small for me but it fitted Tina so 
she had a go,” Tony says. Surprisingly, running betting shops 
turned out to be fantastic training for juggling tasks in the 
kitchen. “It just came naturally,” Tina says. Similarly it wasn't a 
passion for farming that prompted the Brickneil-Webbs to start t> 

from top Putting the finishing touches to the tables; home- 
grown vegetables are picked just two hours before serving; 
a flock of geese roams the fields; Tina's pickles and sauces 
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Visit the CL Pavilion at the 


MALVERN SPRING 
GARDENING SHOW 


S et at the foot of the beautiful Malvern Hills, 
the Malvern Spring Gardening Show in 
Worcestershire is one of Britain's most 
exciting horticultural events. Bursting 
with stylish gardens and displays, it’s the 
perfect place to pick up ideas. Don't forget to visit 
the new Country Living Magazine Pavilion, opposite 
the members' enclosure, where you will find a range of 
exhibitors showcasing the best in British arts and crafts. 

THE SHOW IS A CHANCE TO; 

• Explore more than 30 enchanting show gardens, 
including a Tudor-style parterre, an eco-friendly 
Shepherd's Garden, a vertical rock garden inspired by 
Chinese art and The Olive Grove by Villaggio Verde. 

• Discover thousands of exquisite blooms from 
Britain's top nurseries in the 1.7-acre RHS Malvern Floral 
Marquee, and admire Britain's biggest floral art display, 

• Enjoy the Garden In Harmony Theatre with tips for 
improving biodiversity from experts including Mike Dilger. 
• Marvel at the Eco Home and Garden area and see 
films at the Sol Cinema run by renewable energy. 

• Watch inspiring landscaping demonstrations and 
receive advice for your own projects. 

• Keep young visitors entertained at the School 
Gardens and the action-packed Discovery Zone. 

• Shop for must-have garden accessories and delicious 
food at the Artisan Food and Crafts Market. 

• Pick up top gardening tips from celebrity speakers 
including James Alexander-Sinclair, Joe Swift, 

Matthew Wilson and Chris Beardshaw. 



DAY(S) 

TIMES 

PRICE ON 

THE DOOR 

CL READER 

PRICE 

Thursday 12 May 

9am - 6pm 

N/A 

£27 

Friday 13 May 

9am - 6pm 

£19.50 

£17 

Saturday 14 £t 

9am - 6pm 

£16.50 

£14 

Sunday 15 May 





To book tickets, call 01684 584924 orvisitthreecounties.co.uk/springgardening 
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“What is most 
important to me is 
that everything I serve 
is fresh and has 
integrity. / plan my 
menu around the 
vegetable patch ” 


from top The pigs are free to forage in the woodland; Tina 
specialises in seasonal dishes and is involved in every stage of 
the cooking; the farm offers great food in beautiful surroundings 

raising their own animals. “I received one really bad meat order 
from a very reputable supplier From then on, I realised the 
only way we could be sure it was from animals that had been 
properly treated from start to finish was by having our own.” 

Tina's 300 -strong flock of sheep comprises Jacob, Suffolk and 
Texel crosses as well as the Zwartbles that are kept for their milk. 
This morning, she is checking for lameness which in the current 
warm damp weather is relatively common but easy to treat. 
Sophie, the couple’s sheep dog, gamely begins to circle the 
animals around her mistress, herding any strays back into the 
mass of mink, black and white. It seems that Polly has given the 
field the slip and is grazing on the other side of the fence. “I don’t 
usually name my sheep, but she’s rather special,” explains Tina as 
she spots the stray ewe whose white face is staring dolefully back 
through the gate at her as she scatters nuts among the rest of the 
flock, “I put 22 ewes with a ram who must have had a genetic 
problem because many of the lambs were born with umbilical 
hernias. I was out here at four in the morning stitching them up 
Just four survived, and Polly was one of them.” 

When the Bricknell-Webbs feel the strain, recollections of 
their former lives help them carry on, “I can remember watching 
Metropolitan line trains reflected in our mirrored wardrobe 
in London. Now look what we have,” Tina says, gesturing to the 
horizon that runs from Bodmin Moor in the west, Exmoor in 
the north and Dartmoor in the south. Tina and Tony are the only 
two full-time employees at Percy’s, so WWOOFers (members of 
World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms, who exchange 
their labour for bed and board - see below) are invaluable. “We 
certainly couldn’t do it without them ” says Tina, 

The Percy’s recipe is obviously a winner. Rated a rare nine out 
of ten by restaurant critic Giles Coren, Tina’s cooking receives 
recognition beyond the novelty of its next- to mo food miles, “What 
is most important to me is that everything I serve is fresh and 
has integrity Tina says. “I plan my menu around the vegetable 
patch and believe that if you rear animals naturally, they’ll grow 
up to be happy and make for tasty meat. Our philosophy is pretty 
simple: If they have a good life, you’ll have a good dinner” *4 
Percy’s Country Hotel Virginstow, Devon (01409 211236; percys. 
co.uk). Dinner, bed and breakfast costs from £1 15 per person. 

CL readers can order Percy’s Cookbook by Tina Bricknell-Webb 
(Merlin Unwin Books, £20) for the special price of £16.99 with free 
p&p by calling 0S71 803 6764 or visiting allaboutyouhookshop.co.uk. 



DOWN ON THE FARM 

World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms 
celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. In 1971, 
founder Sue Coppard arranged to help out a farmer in 
exchange for food and accommodation on a weekend 
escape to the countryside. Little did she know her 
interest in organic farming and the urge for a rural 
retreat would inspire a network connecting farmers 
and volunteers around the world - there are now 
nearly 450 sites in the UK and 6/000 internationally. 

To sign up, visit w woof, org.uk, Christian Moseby 


www.allaboutyou.com/countryl iving 




Holidays begin 

when you find your perfect 
place to stay 

Choose from hundreds of idyllic holiday cottages, villas and casas, 
in the finest regions of France and northern Spain. 


7 nights from under 


£175 


per person, including return sailings with your car" 


Visit brittanyferries.com/stay 
or call 0871 244 0385 


Brittany Ferries 

where holidays begin 


: Per person based on 4 sharing at a range of properties in Franae for stays commencing ZB May Z011« with day sailings on selected Channel, routes. Subject to availability. Conditions apply. Calls cost 10p per minute. Mobile networks may vary. 




Material 

TREASURES 

f n a studio overlooking Newlyu / i arbour 
o&he Cornish coast, Poppy Trejfry and 
ha ^ mmct'eate a homespun, hand stitched 
wige of accessories with embroidered images 
inspired by their surroundings 


PE lO'I’OGKAH IS It'i L.ALilA HOWARDS 
WORDS BV LISA BUCKLA.VD 











P oppy Treffry is busy at an old 
Singer sewing machine that 
purrs and thrums in the corner 
of her workshop like a vintage 
Rolls-Royce, Ainong the 
chandlers and fish packers on the quayside, 
a room above an old pilchard canning 
factory is an unlikely place for a textile 
design company but Poppy who grew up 
in Cornwall, looks very much at home. 
Hanging on the whitewashed brick 
walls are samples of Poppy's embroidered 
and applique bags and postcards. Behind 
her are roll on roll of sumptuous fabrics 
and stacked piles of neatly folded cottons 
and cords patterned with stripes, dots and 
dainty florals. On a cutting table in the 
centre of the room is a stack of semi-circles 
made from stripy blue ticking, ready to be 
stitched and sewn into tea cosies. 

Poppy crafts her distinctive accessories, 
flouncy bags and cushions on a 1930s 


Singer given to her ten years ago by 
her grandfather, who found it gathering 
dust in a local recycling centre. She 
prefers it to more modern machines 
because its simple engineering suits 
the style of freehand embroidery 
that has become her trademark. “IPs so 
straightforward,” she says, “IPs basically 
a bobbin, tension dial and needle,” 

Poppy perches at the Singer to 
demonstrate, clasping a piece of duck- egg- 
blue fabric between two circular wooden 
hoops. Placing the fabric beneath the 
needle, lightly touching her foot on the 
pedal makes the machine whine, before 
it springs to life and the needle rapidly 
darts up and down through the fabric. 
Manoeuvring the hoop this way and that, 
she deftly 1 writes 1 her name in looping 
black-thread letters. Pausing to position an 
applique disc of spotted red, she stitches 
twice round the perimeter and snips the 


Poppy crafts her tea cosies, 
cushions and accessories on a 
rpjos Singer sewing machine 
-a gift from her grandfather 

thread: the beginnings of a classic 
Poppy Treffry textile hot off the machine. 

Homely and light-hearted, her tea cosies 
are embroidered with slogans such as 
Make tea not war’ and are there to he 
used, not just admired. Tea cosies are 
her accidental bestseller as she made her 
first only because her father asked her for 
one. Teacups, Scottie dogs and fairy cakes 
are regular motifs, along with applique 
images of fishing boats strung with orange 
buoys and the quaint rooftops of St Ives. 

IPs unsurprising that Poppy's beautiful 
surroundings inspire her textiles as 
Cornwall is in her blood. Born to an 
artisan-builder father and a mother who 
spun and dyed her own yarns, Poppy 
grew up in Bodmin on a self-sufficient 
farm and had been taught to knit by the 
age of four. She sources her fabrics from 
local haberdashers and seeks out second- 
hand material from car hoot fairs and attic 
sales, which she turns into a 100 per cent 
recycled range designed tor The Eden 
Project. She keeps her favourite vintage 
finds in a sun shine -yellow Havana cigar 
box. Inside are remnants of a silk scarf 
that belonged to her grandmother, labels 
and 'selvedge': the self-finished labelled 
edges of fabric she uses to add a graphic 
element to her bags, cosies and cushions. 

Poppy now supplies more than 200 
shops in the UK and Japan, including 
Sel fridges and Fort nu in & Mason, 
but the road to success w r asn ? t w r it bout 
its potholes. Back in 2003, and recently 
returned to Bodmin from a stint as an 
overseas volunteer at a handicraft 
cooperative in Central America, she was 
broke and w r ondering how she could 
make a living from a Fashion and Textiles 
degree gained at the Winchester School 
of Art. She had already tried her hand 
at making bags - small embroidered totes 
- before she left, but had been too timid 
to sell them. She set to w T ork again, this 
time in a small bedroom at her father's 
house, using an old door placed on the 
bed as a cutting table, “It was far from 
ideal” Poppy says. “My sewing machine l> 


above Sara packs up pieces surrounded by work in progress and piles of folded cottons, patterned with stripes, dots and florals 
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CAREER TAKE SHAPE 


Become a professional interior designer with KLC's comprehensive, 
vocational diploma course validated by the University of Brighton. 

Flexible study methods are available with the option of either an 
intensive one year programme or blended learning over 28 months, 
both supported by online study resources. 

KLC is the only design school to be accredited by both the British 
Accreditation Council [BAG) and the Open & Distance Learning Quality 
Council (ODQLC). Places are limited and interviews are now taking place. 

TO FIND OUT MORE, CALL 020 7376 3377 
OR VISI 


www.klc.co.uk 




University of Brighton 










above from left Positioning applique pieces to create a new design; Scottie dogs, fairy cakes and fishing boats are regular motifs 


kept shorting out the electrics and 
eventually Dad got fed up with me" 

A friend gave Poppy a place to stay and 
spotting the commercial potential in her 
hags, took samples to galleries in nearby 
Marazion. She sold 20 at the first attempt. 
An eagle-eyed crafts development officer 
from the local council happened to see 
one on sale and got in touch. "She told me 
exactly what to do - find premises, write 
a business plan and apply for funding. If it 
wasn't for her, there wouldn't be a business.' 5 

Within the week, Poppy had found a 
tiny attic space in Newly n, not dissimilar 
to where she is now, above a fish-packing 
warehouse, "To get to work, I would have 
to step over crates of fish, climb up a 
ladder and through a trap door]* she says. 
Subsidising her business with a part-time 
job as an arts officer and a £1,000 loan from 
the Prince’s Trust, Poppy focused her mind 
on producing a homespun range of hand - 
stitched bags and fabric kitchenware. 
Stands at the Harrogate Trade Fair and 
London's Top Drawer followed and in less 
than two years, Poppy’s order book had 
swelled to such a size that it was time to 
take on staff and move to a larger premises. 

Today she employs five local women: 
Melissa and Briony who stitch and 
embroider, Freya who finishes the pieces, 
Sara in packing and dispatching and 
Poppy's younger sister Faye, who organises 


the sales and marketing. In November 
last year, Poppy opened her first shop in 
St Ives, long a destination for painters 
and artists. She painted it in her favourite 
Hish-and-chip-shop colours'’ of ruby-red 
and duck-egg blue and furnished it with 
a reclaimed haberdashery bench. As if 
that wasn’t enough to keep her busy, a 
new range of leather purses, key rings 
and passport holders is in the pipeline 
to go on sale later this year. 

Living in remote Cornwall can have its 
downsides, “I get the odd supplier who 
will ask me to come in the next day and I’ll 
have to say no” The old buildings can be 
leaky and draughty in winter, and fingers 
get cold and calloused from the cutting 
- as testified by the protective gaffer tape 
bandaging Poppy and Sara's fingers. On 
hot days in summer, the odour of filleted 


fish can get a little high yet Poppy says 
she wouldn't swap it for a life elsewhere. 
After all, it is here in Newlyn that she met 
her partner Justin Buance - he happened 
to he sharing her first attic studio - and 
they have a two -year- old daughter, Biba. 
Justin now works next door, crafting 
unique gold and silver wedding rings and 
pendants using wood salvaged from ship's 
timber. Owning a home just up the road in 
Penzance means Poppy’s daily commute 
to work is on an ancient bike complete 
with a wicker basket on the handlebars. 

"You cycle in on a beautiful day and 
think how lucky you are,” Poppy says. 

"1 am proof that you can live at the end 
of the earth and still make a living.’' 

Poppy Treffry (01736 795494; poppy treffry. 
cQ.uk). Visit her shop at Drill Hall Chapel 
Street , St Ives , Cornwall 


CL READER OFFERS 


This month. Poppy will send readers a free Qystereatcher 
tea towel when they spend £35 or more on her website. Visit poppytreffry.co.uk 
and use code CLOC, or call 01736 795494, You can also buy Poppy’s book 
Free £t Easy Stitch Style: Go Freestyle with Machine Embroidery for Uniquely 
Creative Motifs, Patterns and Projects (David & Charles, £14,99) for the special 
price of £12.99 at allaboutyoubookshop-CQ.uk. Or go on a 'Sewing with Poppy 
Treffry' course (18-20 November 2011) to learn the art of pattern cutting, 
needlecraft and stitching to create a bag, tea cosy or cushion. From £264 per 
person for a two-night break at the Bedruthan Hotel, Cornwall, including dinner 
each evening. For details call 01637 860B60 or visit bedruthan.com/breaks. 
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Embrace Nature. Choose Cotton 


www.discovercottonusa.com 




TALENT 


Weve always known that Country Iavui^ readers have 
got talent and now’s vour chance to prove it! If you can grow 
sew or cook, write, draw or make, then you can enter our 
Kitchen Table Talent Awards. We want to cclchfdtc your 


home grown ski I Is by recognising the best. We’re also looking 
> for the Kitchen Table Talent of the Year to 
^ Jfcj help turn their ndtUTdlgift into 
> W a s ueccssfu I busi ness. 


www.downmaqaz.com 
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The only criteria is that your talent is not currently your main source of income 
a £5 fee per entry, which goes to our charity of the year - The Prince's Countryside Fund 
(princescourvtrysidefund.org.uk). Your entry should be accompanied by a maximum of 
500 words (typed) about your particular passion and dreams for the future. You may enter 
more than one category. Please also tell us whether you'd like to turn your talent into 
a business; if so you'll be entered into the Kitchen Table Talent of the Year category. 
Download the entry form at all a boutyou.com/ta lent, Closing date 3 June 2011, 


Tell u& aJqouP 

doutf 4x(oiT 



^ BEST CRAFTSFERSON 

Do you love to make things? If yon 
sew, stitch, knit, crochet, dye or 
have a talent for any type of craft, 
send us photos of up to three things 
you have made, with instructions. 
WIN! A five-day craft course at West 
Dean College (westdean.org, uk) 
and £100 of Homecrafts vouchers 
(homecrafts, co. uk) 

BEST COOK 

Are your cakes and biscuits the best? 
Are youi pies and puddings legendary? 
Send us vour own recipe, plus good- 
quality photos of what you have made 
and explain why it has the X factor 
Our Food Editor wi ll test the recipes. 
WIN! A Daylesford cookery course 
(daylesford organic .cam) and £100 
of Lakeland kitchenware vouchers 
(lakeland, co.uk) 


BEST GARDENER 

Whether you’re a kitchen gardener or 
more interested in ornamental schemes, 
show us your hor ticultural know-how 
with a planting plan and garden design 


that you have brought to life. Send us 
good-quality photos of the finished 
garden and any plans and planting lists 

WIN! A place on an RH$ horticultural 
day course (rhs.org.uk) and £100 of 
Crocus gardening vouchers (crocus.co.uk) 

BEST HOME DESIGNER 

Whether you Ve renovated and designed 
a whole house or just transformed one 
room, it is time to show off vour styling 
talent. Send photos of the project (before 
and after, if possible) and a mood board. 
WIN! A KLC interior design course 
(klc.co.uk) and £100 of B&G vouchers 
(diy.com), 

BEST WRITER 

[f you pen poetry, or write short stories 
or articles, send us an example of your 
work A maximum of three pieces and 
no complete books, please 

WIN! A place on an Arvon Foundation 
(arvonfoundation.org) writing course 
and £100 of Staples home-office 
vouchers (staples.co.uk) 

BEST ARTIST 

Sculpture, sketching, painting or 
photography - wed We to see examples 
of your art Send us goothqualitv photos 
of up to three pieces and describe the 


^ inspiration behind them. 
Judges will ask to see shortlisted work. 

WIN! An introduction to a leading 
gallery (lemonstreetgallery.co.ukk and 
£100 of vouchers for Winsor £f Newton 
art materials (winsornewton.com) 

ALL CATEGORY WINNERS will receive 
a Blackberry Torch (uk.btackberry.com) 

THE KITCHEN TABLE 
TALENT OF THE YEAR 

The judges will select one person whose 
talent w ill make the transition from 
pa st imeto full-time. Wei 1 be fbl 1 ovv i rig 
their progress online and in the magazine 

WIN! A year's mentoring package 
(enterprisenation.com),, a working 
lunch with a business angel and a 
free business Start-Up Kit* plus a 
Blackberry Torch and Blackberry 
Play book (uk.blackberry.com). [> 


WIN A START-UP KIT! 

The first five entries picked out 
of the hat on 3 June 2011 will 
receive The Start-Up Kit for 
small businesses (worth £25} by 
Emma Jones* which contains 
more than £400-worth of offers. 
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Meet four m^ptrmg people who identified their natural skills, nurtured their different 
passions over the years and now earn a living from doing something they love 



THE HOUSEHOLD NAME 

Amazingly, Emma Bridge water had 
no ib rmal training as a re ra m ic is t 
and began making her now signature 
sponge ware using a second-hand kiln 
in the bathroom, following her sketched- 
out designs for shapes and patterns. 

Bui her talem also lay in recognising 
that to succeed as a business she couldn't 


make each piece entirely by hand 
Emma sought out an ailing factory in 
The Potteries 
which had 




i he expertise 
and equipment 
she needed. We're 
delighted that 
she will 1 joining 
our judging pane! 


THE CL STAFF MEMBER 

An untapped interest in design and 
"a good eye 1 ' helped CL Home Design 
Editor Ben Kendrick secure his first job. 
Despite a career spent styling shoots and 
creating the beautiful images you see in 
the pages of CL, he claims not to be an 
expert. "But doing up the houses I've 
lived in and researching articles for I he 
magazine have given me i he confidence 
to turn my hand to most projects. 1 
wouldn’t dream of gelling someone in 
to strip a floor, for example. My sewing 
skills are basic but I tackle blinds, loose 
covers and curtains/' Ben was recently 
asked by HobbyCraft to design a cush ion 
(above) as part of a hall of fame of design 
editors. Find the instructions to make it 
in the Hobby Craft in-store magazine. 


THE CL READER 

Four years ago, Sue Simkins read our 
Turn your Hobby into a Business booklet, 
then promptly announced to her husband 
that she was going to compile a cookery 
book. She developed her talent forborne 
cooking and baking by gaining a better 
understanding of the chemistry that 
takes place when cakes rise, for example, 
and created her own recipes from scratch. 
Her first book, Cooking with Mrs Simkins 
(Spring 1 till, £12.99), was described as 
l Oath Kidston meets Mrs Beeton'and 
she is now the family food columnist 
tor t he Bhwkmort Vale Magazine in 
Dorset where she lives, Her second book. 
Tea with Mrs Simkins, was published 
in October last year, while her Late st, 
Cakes from the Tooth Fairy * is a collection 
of sugar-free bilking recipes. 


DISCOVER YOUR TALENT 
If you haven't yet worked out 
where your natural gifts lie, take 
our free self-tests at allaboutyou. 
com/ta!ent r where you will also 
find a wealth of practical advice 
and tips on how to turn your 
hobby or skill into an income. 
And for inspiration, read the 
booklet, free with this issue 
of Country Living , which lists 
50 kitchen table talents and 
ways to make the most of them. 
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BID IN OURCELEBRITY 
CRAFT AUCTION 


As part of our celebration of talent 
we are holding a celebrity craft auction 
on eBay, which will be showcased at 
the Country Living Spring Fair (23*27 
March 2011), One-off pieces, created 
specifically for CL r from some of 
Britain's best talents, will be on 
display at the Fair and you can bid 
for them online at ebay.co.uk from 
23 March 2011 (if you are not 
already registered with eBay, you 
will need to do so before you can 
bid}. All the proceeds will go to 
our charity of the year. The 
Prince's Countryside Fund 
(pri n cesc ou nt r y sidef un d , 
co.uk). The items are products 
or experiences from celebrities 
including Oath Kidston (below left), 

Jan Constantine (below right*) Sophie 
Conran and Sarah Raven, and fashion 
company Toast (right). Preview the full 
auction catalogue at allaboutyou.com/ 
talent and follow the auction at 
twttter.com/countryfivinguk. *4 


THE CL COLUMNIST 

Janey Wilks, who writes Tales from a 
Stone Cottage each month in CL under 
the name Aly Wilks, grew up in the 
countryside but married an army 
officer and her many house moves left 
little time for her love of writing. Then 
she came across a ropy of CL in which 
Editor Susy Smith's invitation to readers 
to “become our new columnist ., we want 
to hear about your life in the country” 
made her realise she could write 
about her new life and village in 
Wiltshire. Her blog beat 300 other 
< * n t ra n I s a nt 1 1 he piece * hat beca me ? 

rolumn was both m 


her opening c 
original and funny. Thanks 
to her column she has been 
cc n n i n issioned to w r i te seve ra l 
books including Really Rural 
(David & Charles, £9.990, a 
compendium of characters 
and customs even 
more eccentric than 
those 1 in her village. 









Pints of 

perfection 

Producing top-quality milkjrom traditional herds grazed 
on plant rich pastures, a new breed of small scale dairy 
is offeringa refreshing alternative to intensive faming 



WORDS BY CATHERINE HUGHES 



www.downmaqaz.com 




I t's six o'clock on a cool spring morning and sparkling 
light plays on the walls of Chris Knowles's milking 
parlour. The golden-coated Jersey in front of him has 
produced just more than 13 litres - a fairly low yield by 
today's standards, but this Cornish dairy farmer still has 
a smile on his face. He's part of a quiet revolution, going against 
the tide of the past decade, which has seen the number of dairy 
farms almost halve because most farmers aren't being paid 
enough for their milk to cover production costs. 

Mean while, a new hyper-intensive method of dairy farming 
looms in the form of super dairies. One proposed in Lincolnshire, 
although recently scrapped due to environmental problems 
with the site, would have housed more than 4,000 cows. Others 
are sure to follow. As in most intensive dairy farms, the animals 
would be pushed to their limit of milk production. And instead 
of grazing on pasture, these animals would be fed on bought-in 
forage and cereals and kept largely indoors. Cows need to calve 
every year in order to produce continuously high yields of milk 
and there is still a quest ion mark over what would happen to 
the male calves - the demand for veal in Britain remains low 
and raising them for beef is often uneconomic, despite several 
schemes to encourage it. Bigger is the only way to survive, 
argue the farmers behind these mega-dairies. Not necessarily 
so, says Chris and fellow small-scale farmers, who instead 


farming 




favour quality over quantity, and are returning to traditional 
methods to produce a top drop of milk that fetches a premium. 

Shortly after milking, ignoring the bracing sea breeze on 
his 550 acres near St Ives, Chris's 300 cows are devouring 
the clover-rich pasture - the key to his success. Thanks to 
an abundance of good-quality grass at Trink Farm, Chris J 
was able to turn away from bought-in feeds and producing 
calves all year round to satisfy the demand of the dairies. ThM 
inspiration for his approach came from a desire to take the grind 
out of milking and spend more time with his wife Rachel and 
three young daughters. He dramatically altered the farming 
system inherited from his parents, including changing the 
breed of cow from the large, bony, near-ubiquitous black- 
and-white Holstein to the traditional smaller, hardier British 
Friesian and Jersey breeds, “Grazing pasture is what these 
girts do best and what we've done in effect is to get them to 
do the work for us,” Chris says. “Instead of taking the feeds 
indoors to them, they get the grass themselves.” As the 
grass -growing season comes to an end in the autumn, so, too, 
does the lactation period of the cows. "At this point we can all 
enjoy an almost two-month break from milking. The cycle then 
begins again in spring when the cows have their calves,” 1 

The system brings its own duties, however. Once a week, 
Chris can be found crouching to measure the height of t> 







British breads, such 
as the Guernsey and 
the Ayrshire, suit' 


his grass with an electronic device that enables him to gauge how 
fast it is growing: “It contains everything the cows need, but it 
has to be nurtured and encouraged to flourish - and that means 
moving the herd to new pastures after every milking, so the 
fields have a chance to recover, and leading them along special 
tracks so they don't damage prime grass.” Cows reared in this 
way may produce less milk, but it commands a premium price at 
local clotted-cream company Rodda's because of its high quality. 

This less is more’ approach is gaining momentum. A growing 
number of people are seeking out milk that has gone straight 
from cow to bottle, with no processing 
or interference, and with the cream firmly 
at the top. Recognising the problem of 
allergies and intolerances led dairy 
farmer Steve Hook, from Longleys Farm 
in Hailsham, East Sussex, to offer raw milk 
direct to customers. We've done nothing 
to it and that is its selling point" Steve says. 

"Legally, only farmers can sell raw milk to 
customers, so we were able to do what the 
supermarkets can't” But he says he couldn't have kept the business 
going had he merely sold the organic milk from his herd of 74 
British Friesian cows to the big dairies: "Everything revolves 
around volumes in the world of milk production today We had 
to do something different to survive." 

Inspired by the tremendous demand for the raw milk he 
delivered and sold from the farm gate in covetable vintage-style 
bottles hearing the green Hook & Son design, Steve launched 
a national mail-order service. "We sent out 700 pints in the first 
week back in February 2010, and within nine months we had 
doubled our volume to 1,400 pints ” He estimates he would have 
received just 15 pence per pint had he supplied a large dairy, 
while £1 .90 is the price he can command for a pint delivered 


anywhere in the UK in a sealed, insulated cardboard box: “The 
fanbase is varied and some people believe that raw milk is better 
for you ” According to Campaign for Real Milk, pasteurisation, 
which was introduced in the 1920s to address appalling animal 
nutrition and inadequate production methods, destroys a number 
of beneficial bacteria as w ell as enzymes and several vitamins. 

Matt Dale’s story has a similarly refreshing flavour. Five years 
ago he had three cows and a round of 30 customers - today he 
milks 20 cows on his 40 -acre tenanted farm on the North Aston 
Estate in Oxfordshire. It's purely down to the local thirst for the 
rich, unhomogenised, Soil Association- 
certified organic milk that his herd of 
pedigree Ayrshire cows produces. Far 
from wanting to increase the size of his 
small herd, he is perfectly content to serve 
his 250 customers, processing, bottling 
and delivering ever} 7 pint himself Tm 
passionate about organic produce and 
local food,” says Matt, who managed 
to keep his set-up costs down by using 
second-hand equipment. Today, be is determined to spread the 
word about what he is doing, not only to customers but also to 
other dairy farmers struggling to keep afloat, "You don't have 
to milk hundreds of cows to earn a decent living,” he explains. 
"Selling direct to the customer is an exciting alternative." 

Chris, Steve and Matt all hope to inspire future generations 
with their dairies. As Chris says: "We have proved that reinstating 
traditional methods has many advantages - for the farmer, for 
customers who appreciate quality milk and, very importantly, 
for the animals themselves.” 41 

To buy milk via mail order from Hook & Son, call 01323 449494 
or visit www.hookandson.coMk. To contact Matt Dale at North 
Aston Dairy , e-mail mattdale@phonecoop.coop. 


“ Grass contains everything the 
cows need hut it has to he 
nurtured- and that means 
moving the herds to new fields 
after every milking 
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fro vf left Long grass helps 
promote butterfly numbers; 
local stone, rather than marble, 
allows lichens to take hold 
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I n among the regular parish notices 
about jumble sales and choir practice, 
there's a large sign on the notice 
board of Holy Trinity Church in 
Henley-on-Thames titled Why 
we don’t cut nettles’. For while other 
congregations may focus on rotas for 
flower arranging or polishing the brasses, 
churchgoers here divvy up the jobs of 
scything the grass, clearing brambles 
or organising a wildflower count in the 
graveyard. The notice about nettles, 
with detailed pictures of caterpillars 
and butterflies, explains to visitors 
why it is not a carefully mown lawn, 
but instead a haven for wildlife. 

"There’s something that draws people 
to churchyards - whether they’re religious 
or not,” explains Holy Trinity’s Reverend 
Duncan Carter "They offer sanctuary, 
and peace. And with our neighbourhoods 
becoming more and more built up, they’re 
increasingly oases for nature, too,” 

Built in 1848, Holy Trinity sits on a 
couple of acres in a quiet corner of leafy 
Henley Reverend Carter took over in 
1990 and was soon approached by retired 
architect, member of the congregation and 
butterfly enthusiast Maurice Litchfield, “He 


came to speak to me with a plan for 
leaving areas of long grass and nettles 
for caterpillars to feed on and pupate,” 
Reverend Carter says, "Then in 1997 we 
decided to take part in a project called 
Living Churchyards. The local wildlife 
group came down and helped us do a 
survey, and it’s grown and grown since 
then. On the first surveys in 1992 and 
1995 we had 143 plant species, but another 
one we did in 1999 found more than 200, 
and there’s an even greater variety today” 

Now scabious, primroses and fritillaries 
are dotted between headstones, patches 
of ground are covered with a yellow 
carpet of lady’s bedstraw, while song 
thrushes and green woodpeckers sit 
in the boughs of the old yew tree and 
finches flit among the teasels. Last year 
a swarm of ladybirds covered a statue, 
for two days the churchyard was teeming 
with hundreds of six-spot burnet moths 
newly hatched from the nettles, and 
children from the neighbouring primary 
school found a nest of bumblebees. 

That a small area should be so rich in 
wildlife is no surprise to Reverend Carter. 
“Churchyards are often very old and 
many of them pre-date the churches 


themselves. And for centuries they’ve 
been untainted by pesticides and artificial 
fertilisers - they’ve remained relatively 
untouched, even while landscapes around 
them have been changing.” 

In the past, parish churchyards would 
have been similar to the grasslands 
surrounding them - sometimes grazed 
by sheep. Some vicars even had the hay 
harvest from the churchyard as part 
of their salary'. But the advent of the 
lawn mower and more manicured grass 
has seen the rise of the Bowling green’ 
graveyard in recent years - a monoculture 
that spells disaster for local wildlife. 

The congregation at Holy Trinity has 
made a conscious stand against this trend 
- but it’s not a case of letting it run wild. 
“It’s important to have varying heights 
of grass to provide as many different 
habitats as possible,” says churchgoer 
Paul Cl ay den, one of around seven 
regular volunteers, "We allow some of 
the brambles, but they can take over, so 
it’s as essential to clear certain areas.” 

Holy Trinity joins a growing number 
of churches recognising the huge value of 
graveyards for local wildlife. Sue Cooper 
is the manager of Caring for God’s Acre, t> 
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a charity established ten years ago to 
promote wildlife measures on church 
land. "Churchyards are such fantastic 
places for wildlife because they have a 
mixture of habitats. There are grasslands, 
trees and shrubs, the church buildings 
themselves, and not forgetting the 
stonework, which can be both ancient 
and modern," she explains. “Even the 
headstones can support a variety of 
species. You will often find certain 
lichens on the top of headstones, because 
they need bird droppings to thrive, while 
different species of moss and lichen will 
be on the north- and south-facing sides, 
it’s one of the reasons we favour using 
local stone, which allows lichen to take 
hold, rather than polished imported 
marble on which nothing can live” 
Reverend Carter agrees: “People tend to 
focus on the animals or the wildflowers, 
but because we Ye kept lime mortar in the 
church walls, weVe got black spleenwort 
ferns and wall lettuce growing between 
the brickwork, which were once common 
but are now quite rare in the area ” 

For some, however, the idea of a wildlife 
sanctuary is at odds with a churchyard as 
a memorial place. “Every year, the same 


person writes to tell me what a mess the 
place looks, but 1 think we strike a careful 
balance " Reverend Carter says. "We make 
sure the areas in front of the church and 
along paths to more recent graves are neat 
and closely mown. And I sav to everyone 
that if they want to keep a particular 
grave clear, we will always do that." 

In fact, Holy Trinity has even converted 
some sceptics, Michael Willoughby first 
came to the churchyard following his 
interest in First World War graves. “I 
like to see the area around them looking 
dipped and neat, so I wasn't keen on how 
overgrown they were," he says. “1 started 
by clearing them, but then got involved 
with removing brambles from other 
areas. I’ve never seen so many frogs, 
and I even saw a deer once. It has 
become a real haven for me, too." 

Reverend Carter doesn't believe there's 
a dash between churchyards as a place 
for remembering and for wildlife: “They 
are not just about the dead, they are for 
the living, too. They're places to look back 
and reflect, but also look forward. The 
Christian gospel is about resurrection 
and the flowers, the beetles and the 
butterflies ail speak of this living cycle" 


How to green 
your churchyard 

• Conduct a survey to find out 

what species are there already, 

• Contact your local Wildlife Trust 
for advice on how to encourage 
wildlife that's under threat in your 
particular area (wildllfetrusts.org) 

• Don't be afraid to start small: 
just leaving a metre of long grass 
around the edge of the churchyard 
provides a valuable habitat. 

• For more advice about starting 
your own project and to download 
a wildlife management plan, 

visit carjngforgodsacre.org, uk. 
Cherishing Churchyards week, 
which runs from 10-19 June, could 
be a good time to gather support. 

• Find further inspiration at these 
churches: St John the Baptist, Hope 
Bagot r Shropshire (hopebagot, org.uk), 
St Mary's, Whitten, Shropshire 
(whitton-stmarys.org.uk). Holy 
Trinity, Bronington, Wrexham 
(wrexham.gov.uk). St David's, 

Little Dewchurch, Herefordshire 
(stdavidslittledewchurch, org.uk). 
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The DdMVfL Collection Yours for just £14.95 


(RRP £102.85) 



Italian Food * Summer Cooking • French Provincial Cooking 

E lizabeth david was the creator of practical, mouth-watering recipes which first brought 
the flavours of the Mediterranean to the wider British public. Today the rustic, authentic 
recipes she described remain as delicious, and as inspiring, as when they first appeared. These 
three beautifully illustrated volumes, exclusively available from The Polio Society celebrate 
Elizabeth David's exquisite culinary imagination. 


As Britain 1 s leading publisher of fine books. The Folio Society produces beautiful illustrated 
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With your books you will receive two Folio Society Catalogues covering every 
subject ffnm Kisffnrvtn contemporary fiction humour to science In return for 
this special offer, all you need to do is choose one book from the catalogues 
within A weeks and a further two by ljuly 2011 - NOTH ING MORE. 

Simply use the coupon below or call 020 7400 4200 quoting RA87 
flrnejf are open Mtm-Fti, 9am- fpm). So reply today - and save £100,85* 

THE FOLIO SOCIETY - Beautiful Illustrated Books 



Your FREE 
Folio Tote Bag 



when you reply within 7 days 


r 


REPLY TODAY • NO STAMP NEEDED 

Iv'' YES, phase send ms JJ» ffljstotd David CoHecM - f*IP El 02,85 - tw oily El J.95 Jms £4.55 pup) 
□ YES, am replying within 7 days and claim my FREE Fold Tole Bag - RRP £1 2 .96 
1. MY DETAILS BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 

Tills iriiais Surname 

Wt£S 

Pustaxle 

THE FOLIO SOCIETY 

44 Eagle Street, London WO R 4F5 * tel: 020 7400 4200 - www. fo liasocie ty.com /j o in 


Please cflan$ £19.90 to my Vsa U Mastpcard Am® Li Maestro 

Card Num|)^t Stal-daSe iwiib ^Yi 

I . I -11! 1.1 LX-.J LJCZZCJ 

Expiry dale Security Number _ 

[ , I n h c Ml KI l [ i ua 3 Oats nn Sadis sat) ° R| ! 1 ” ndws: 3 llir £l9 * 


1 L 

1 ClteMUSl I 

J be nrindali] 

j Las: 3 itlqti nn qgnflre *trp 
| (■* on Yrsiit of arrro: canfcl 

0R| ! 1 andres; a rtraua lur £19.90 rr-aili: 
Py.-Hi: Id The Fdo SiKanty Lli:. 





\ SIGNATURE 



DATE 


3. Post today (no stamp required) to; Tiie Folio Society, FREEPOST SW1 342, 44 Eagle Street, 
London WCI R 4BR 

BA37 D&4 


Terms and Condi don Hy completing and signing this form and providing payment 1 agree to you sending me THf ElradJrtft David Cellcctum, the Folio Tote Rag and your catalogues as my 
introduction iq Thu Folio Society. [I t decide to become a member, I will keep my books and order one more from the catalogues within 4 weeks and two further titles by 1 July 2011. 
Otherwise I will return Tfn 1 Elizabeth David CaLtnetian in good condition, my £.14.95 will be refunded and I will be under no further obligation. The Folio Tote Bag will he mine to keep 
whatever I decide. Please allow 2] days for delivery within the UK. One membership per household. Offer available while stocks last. 
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Too often rural Britain is 
considered the poor relation 
to cities when it comes to 
exhibitions, bookshops, 

theatre and music, but, 

. ■ 

as our inspiring review 
reveals, in many regions, 
the arts are thriving 

I g 
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MUSIC VENUES 

“We (ire all unabashedly planning 
for people's pleasure, concocting that 
mix of high art and hedonism, which 
at its best can be so intoxicating/’ The 
words of Anthony Whilvvorlh-Jones, 
general director of Garsington Opera 
in Oxfordshire, neatly evoke the Jure 
of a phenomenon that combines 
exquisite music with an enchanting 
rural setting. Since Glyndebourne 
in Kasl Sussex first ojiened its doors 


in 1934, country-house opera has 
become a signature ingredient of 
the ideal British summer. At its 
grandest, chandeliers, Champagne 
and celebrities arc involved: at 
Grange Park Opera in Hampshire, 
fur example, you can enjoy a luxury 
picnic in a pavilion, before taking your 
seat inside a restored neoclassical 
temple. But it is not all about banquets 
and ballgowns: Glyndebourne is 
renowned as one ol the world's 
leading opera houses, while Grange 



V 

y? \ 





Park is building a reputation tor its 
productions of lesser -known works, 

If opera, mansion houses and 
landscaped gardens aren't to your 
taste, you may prefer the pared-down 
interior of Snape Mattings Concert 
Hall near Akleburgh in Suffolk - an 
aptly austere setting for the chamber 
music performances, solo recitals 
and premieres that have made the 
summertime Aldebiirgh Music Festival 
such a prestigious classical musk 
event. Since being converted from a 


Victorian malting house in 1967 
by the composer Benjamin Britten, 
Snape Makings has become a 
sanctuary tor musicians and music 
lovers, who come to be inspired by the 
landscape Britten immortalised. It is, 
according to pianist Alfred Brentfel, 
*‘one of those rare artistic places 
where the buildings, the people who 
visit and work there and the magical 
setting, come together and enable you 
to do something out of the ordinary.” 
Through its work with you rig talents 





and local people, it is a community 
resource as much as a concert hall 
~ a place to inspire a new generation 
of musicians and their audiences, > 

• Aldeburgh Music Festival, 10-26 June 
2011 {01728 687110; aldeburgh.co.uk) 

i Garsington Opera, 2 June-5 July 2011 
(01865 368201; garsingtonopera.org} 

• Glyndebourne, 21 May-28 August 2011 
(01273 813813; glyndebourne.com) 

• Grange Park Opera, 2 June-12 July 2011 
(01962 737366; grangeparkopera.co.uk) 



OPEN STUDIOS AND 
ART GALLERIES 

Who can resist a peek into the life of an 
artist? The countryside lends itself to open 
studio trails where art lovers are invited 
to meet painters and craftspeople, see 
them in action, learn about their skills 
and experience the surroundings that 
nourish their imagination. 

Now in its ninth year. Spring Fling 
has established itself as a firm date in 
Dumfries & Galloway's cultural calendar. 
Take part in this inspiring event, which 
now' draws 10,000 visitors, and you can 
choose from 86 venues including Andrew 
Priest man’s pottery in the Galloway Forest 
Park, where he uses a woodburning kiln 
to produce his beautiful porcelain and 
stoneware designs, and Lochdougan Farm 
near Castle Douglas where abstract painter 
Bea Last, ceramicist Hannah Me Andrew 
and mixed -media artist Sherry Campion 
show their diverse work in a collection of 
converted outbuildings. 

“Guided walks and cycle tours that take 
in the stunning scenery and a selection of 
studios along the way add extra appeal for 
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visitors ” says co-ordinator Colin Tennant. 
“The rural setting is a big attraction." 

A year-round attraction, Gainsborough's 
House is the birthplace of the famous 18th- 
century artist in the Suffolk market town 
of Sudbury where cows still drink from 
the river at the water meadows, just as 
they did in his paintings. But, despite 
its history, this art venue isn’t standing 
still. Not only is it a museum and gallery 
hosting four or five exhibitions each 
year - including modern work as well as 
that of its illustrious namesake and his 
contemporaries - but you can also explore 
your own artistic talent in the monthly 
life -drawing classes. Alternatively, try 
the print workshop - where anyone from 
keen beginners to established artists, 
who become a member, is able to use the 
press that overlooks the walled garden 
complete with quince and mulberry trees. 

One of the many strengths of rural 
galleries is their sense of place, drawing 
on the rich vein of talent in their area 
and exhibiting work that celebrates local 
distinctiveness. This is a major theme at 
Brecon-based Oriel Pen Y Fan Gallery 
where visitors can surround themselves 


with Welsh scenes, from snow-covered 
moors to waterfalls in summer. 

Combining fresh air, exercise and art, 
the 500-acre Yorkshire Sculpture Park at 
West Bret ton offers a unique experience. 
Immerse yourself in a landscape that 
showcases the vast bronzes of Henry Moore, 
work by Andy Goldsworthy - look out 
for the piece built into one of the estate’s 
historic ha-has - and James Turrell whose 
‘Skyspace* incorporates the 18th-century 
Grade I Misted deer shelter building, A 
private pleasure ground turned open-air 
gallery, the park displays at least 60 pieces 
at any one time, including work by current 
international talents. Only in such a rural 
space could both artists and visitors 
explore the relationship between culture 
and nature with so much freedom. t> 

• Gainsborough's House (01787 372958; 
gainsborough.org) 

• Oriel Pen Y Fan Gallery (01874 611102; 
orieipenvfangall6ry.co.uk) 

• Spring Fling, 28-30 May 2011 (01387 
262034; spnng-fiing.co.uk) 

• Yorkshire Sculpture Park (01924 
832631; ysp.co.uk} 
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MUSEUMS 

Forget the queues, the bother of booking 
tickets in advance or shuffling around 
exhibits alongside hordes of others - the 
best rural museums are small, friendly 
operations where you can wander at 
will while increasing your knowledge 
and know-how. Even those in relatively 
remote outposts can offer cultural 
treasure and provide a revealing insight 
into an area through its links to the past 
and the wider world. 

Since 1837, the waterfront Strom ness 
Museum on Orkney has amassed a 
collection of personal mementoes that 
portray the island’s maritime history 
(ships of the Hudson's Bay Company called 
here annually throughout the 18th and 
19th centuries to recruit workers and in 
1919 the German Fleet was scuttled in the 
waters of Scapa Flow), while the original 
Victorian natural history gallery portrays 
Orkney’s fascinating and diverse range 
of flora and fauna. 

Dismiss any preconceptions of a rural 
museum as being fuddy-duddy and 
old-fashioned - think quirky and original 
instead. Take Cumberland Pencil Museum 
in Keswick where each year thousands of 
visitors learn through interactive elements 
how the humble pencil became an 
important part of Cumbria’s, and in fact 
Britain’s, social and economic history. 

First used by local shepherds to mark their 
sheep, Cumberland graphite, a natural 
form of pure carbon, became prized all 
over Europe and was used by Renaissance 
artists including Michelangelo, You can 
also develop your own drawing skills in 
the museum’s lively demonstrations and 
series of workshops. 

Visitor involvement is a crucial part 
of a trip to the award-winning Corinium 
Museum in the Cots wold town of 
Cirencester, the second largest Roman 


settlement in Britain, which is home to 
one of the biggest collections of Romano - 
British antiquities in the country. Here 
you can experience life as a Roman, using 
weights and measures from the past, 
exploring reconstructed rooms, taking 
tours of the forum and designing your 
own mosaic. Or trace a path from the 
Iron Age to the English Civil War through 
visual tales of war, wool and royalty. 

A chance to step inside an unusual or 
historic building is another major draw 
for museum-goers to the countryside. 
Ceramic lovers should head to Sharpe’s 
Pottery Museum in Swadlincote, 
Derbyshire, where a converted 19th- 
century brick bottle kiln provides an 
atmospheric backdrop for a display of 
domestic ware, decorative art pieces and 
early Cornish Blue, Edifying edifices also 
take centre stage at the wonderful Weald 
& Downland Open Air Museum set amid 
40 acres of beautiful Sussex countryside 
on the South Downs. Here you can wander 
among an array of rural buildings rescued 
from demolition and rebuilt on the land, 
such as a 13th-century flint cottage, a 
medieval shop and a timber-framed 
thatched barn, learning about vernacular 
architecture on the way. 

This is just a small snapshot of what’s 
available but there’s no doubt that Britain’s 
countryside museums have much to offer 
the culture vulture, with interest, intrigue 
and involvement high on the agenda, E> 

• Corinium Museum (01285 655611; 
cotswo Id . gov. u k ) 

• Cumberland Pencil Museum 
(01768 773626; pencilTnuseum.co.uk) 

• Sharpe's Pottery Museum 
(01283 222600; sharpes.org.uk) 

• Stromness Museum (01856 850025; 
orkneycommunities.co.uk} 

• Weald &■ Downland Open Air Museum 
(01243 811348; wealddown.co.uk) 


GET IN TOUCH, CULTURE VULTURES! 

We know that those of you who live in the countryside are making the most 
of local cultural hotspots - a survey conducted by the Department for Culture, 
Media & Sport showed that four out of five of you went to the theatre, visited 
a museum or saw an exhibition during 2009-10. So we want to hear about 
your recommendations - visit the Country Living forums at allaboutyou.com/ 
countryliving. And don’t miss the winning entry in our poetry competition, 
inspired by our theme: a celebration of the British countryside {see page 51). 
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NESTLE PURINA STUDY. THE ADDITION Of CHICORY IN CANINE DRY FOOD PROVEN TO INCREASE 
BIFFIDOBACTERIA. ®REG. TRADEMARK OF SOCI&TE DEC PRODUCTS NESTLE S.A, 




* Adding a prehiotic to a complete dogfood 
is a wholesome and natural way oj helping 
to improve digestion and maintainingyour 
dogs overall wellbeing 
Helen Bond, Veterinary Affairs Manager at Purina PetCare 


Boost his 

BOUNCE 

Make sure your dog has the right 
nutrients to keep him going all day 

D ogs love being on the go, whether it 

involves a long walk in the countryside, 
chasing a ball in the park or happily 
trotting alongside you on a leisurely 
stroll However, to make sure your dog 
has all the energy he needs to enjoy life to the full, 
it’s important to feed him meals that provide the 
essential nutrients to keep him active throughout 
the day. Help your dog to do the things he loves best 
with BETA> Active, which contains chicory?; a natural 
source of prebio tic to improve his digestion 4 . And the 
added B vitamins and special mix of cereals will 
ensure a slow release of energy giving your dog 
plenty of get-up-and-go no matter what he gets up to. 


I HAPPY AND HEALTHY 

♦ "Our black Labradors Olive and Alfie work on the farm with 
us so it's important we keep them in peak condition to ensure 
: they stay happy and healthy. We feed Them BETA Active as it 
contains prebiotics, which help their digestion, and a range of 
cereals that keeps them going all day. Whether they are on a 
■ shoot or helping with the harvesting, I can see how happy and 
alert they are and I know it's because they are getting all the 
nutrients and energy they need from their food." 

Rosie Bucher, Norfolk 



WIN A GIFT FOR YOUR DOG 

The first 100 readers to contact Purina will 
receive one of the following gifts: a ball 
launcher, a dog towel, a dog water bottle, 
a tripod chair or a canvas travel dog bowl 
To win, e-mail your name and address to 
beta@mslgroup.com, with Country Living 
in the subject. For more Information on BETA 
products, visit www.purlna-beta.co.uk. 


TERMS fr CONDITIONS 1 ) The first 1 00 readers to e-mail will be sent one gift from the following selection: ball launcher, dog towel dog water bottle, tripod chair or 
canvas travel dog bowl. Gifts selected at random. 2) Nestle Purina RetCare UK Ltd would like to retain data relating to entrants for future marketing use. If you do not wish 
your details to be added to our database, please write J No Marketing' in your entry e-mail. 3) This promotion is available to residents of Great Britain only, except employees 
and their immediate families of Nestle Purina PetCare UK Ltd, its agents or anyone professionally connected to the promotion. 4) Respondents must be aged 1 8 years or 
over. 5) Closing date for giveaway is 30 April 201 1 . 6) Winners will be notified by e-mail if they have won within 30 days of closing date. Prizes will be sent within 30 days 
of dosing date. 7) Promoter: Nestle Purina PetCare UK Ltd, St Georges House, Park Lane, Croydon CR3 1 NR 
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theatre: 

Step back to Regency England in the 
elegant, colourful interior of The Theatre 
Royal in Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk With 
flickering lights that create the effect of 
candles and oil lamps of a bygone age, 
theatregoers are entertained with a range 
of plays, from Shakespearean comedies 
toJ.B. Priestley thrillers. Seating 350, 
the theatre brings actors and audience 
together for an intimate experience 
that can often be lacking in larger city 
venues - one of the many charms of rural 
drama, along with natural surroundings 
and the involvement of focal talent, A 
jewel in the crown of countryside venues, 
it has been treated to a £5 million-plus 
restoration to its original 1819 design 
and plays to a full house once more. This 
is one of only two working Georgian 
theatres in the country (the other is in 
Richmond, Yorkshire), and succeeds 
because, says artistic director Colin 
Rlumenau, “We are firmly rooted in the 
community with workshops, projects 
and a local writers* group.” 

Visit the Riverside Theatre near the 
Causeway Coast in County Londonderry 
this spring or summer and you can choose 
from a performance of Ibsen's Ghosts , 
the ballet Coppelia or Irish and Scottish 
music from talented group Kintra. It 
was founded in 1976 at the height of the 
Troubles in Northern Ireland, when 
the province’s three theatres were ail in 
the capital, Belfast. Today, 34 years on, 
the Riverside is a lively, stimulating venue 
with 13,000 regular visitors each year. 

The fro nt-of- house staff are volunteers 
from the area, and nurturing emerging 
talents in local writers, composers, 
directors and producers as well as 
actors is a guiding principle. 

There can he few more dramatic and 
inspiring settings for a performance 
than the shores of Derwent water in 
Cumbria, with views across Borrowdale 
and the Western Fells, Here, despite 
funding cuts in the regions, the Theatre 
by the Lake is flourishing. “It*S an eccentric 
operation and a lot of fun ” says executive 
director Patric Gilchrist As the saying 
goes, the show must go on, 

• The Riverside Theatre (028 7032 3232; 
rive rs id etheatre.org . u k) 

• Theatre by the Lake (01768 774411; 
theatrebythelake.com} 

• The Theatre Royal (01284 769505; 
theatreroyal.org) 


BOOKSHOPS, TOWNS 
AND FESTIVALS 

“Independent bookshops can't compete on 
equal terms with the internet” says Meryl 
Halls of The Booksellers Association, “but 
it’s not about price, it’s about creating an 
experience.” Much Ado Books in Alfriston, 
East Sussex (CL February 2009), is doing 
just that. Make a trip to its new, larger 
premises - a restored bam - to browse 
the well -stocked shelves, which include a 
selection of titles about the local area as 
well as the Bloomsbury Group, attend a 
book signing or enjoy a talk by an author. 
Diversification is also an important 
feature of one of former children's laureate 
Michael Morpurgo’s favourite bookshops, 
The Main Street Trading Company, in 
St Boswells in the Scottish Borders, 
where antiques, crafts and toys are for 
sale alongside the 6,500 titles. 

Second-hand bookshops will always 
attract the bibliophiles among us, which is 
how the book town was born. Wigtown 
in Dumfries & Galloway and Sedbergh 
in Cumbria are establishing themselves, 


but Hay-on-Wye on the Welsh border 
still reigns supreme, with 38 bookshops, 
instigated by Richard Booth in 1961, Visit 
his vast shop, now run by an American 
entrepreneur, Elizabeth Haycox, who has 
added a cafe and is planning a cinema. 

Growing locally and globally is the Hay 
Festival, created 24 years ago as a literary 
event and now encompassing the arts in 
general. Head to the small market town 
along with 85,000 others for the ten-day 
event next month that has spawned 
Hay Festivals in ten venues around the 
world. There's no doubt that festivals are 
booming - between May and November 
you could attend one every week in a 
countryside setting, joining people of 
all ages keen to see books come to life, ^4 

• Hay Festival (26 May-5 June 2011; 
01497 822629, hayfestival.com) 

• The Main Street Trading Company 
(01835 824087; mainstreetbooks.co.uk] 

• Much Ado Books (01323 871222; 
muchadobooks.com} 

• Richard Booth's Bookshop (01497 
820322; boothbooks.co.uk) 


Find our guide to rural culture at allaboutyouxom/countryliving 
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WORDS BY RACHAEL OAKDEN, LOUISE ELLIOTT, RUTH CHANDLER AMD KITTY CORRIGAN 



Imagine 100°C boiling water instantly on tap. 

Tea, coffee, pasta or veg a^e ready to go now! Ultra-convenient and j I : r a -efficient, 
the iconic Qjooker s fast becoming mdispensah e in the modem kitchen. 

o Eco Friendly Delivers exactly the amount of wate^ you need, when you need it 
® Energy Efficient Energy use only 3 p a day a saving of up to 55% against a kettle 
* Safe Teflon insulated so cool :o touch, child-proof tap 
® Easy to Install Disced tank nts neatly under the sink or nearby 
o iconic Design Coc'Brand top 100 innovation, modern and traditional styles 

Quooker is Quicker i 


Leo F riend'y 


Fre r f)V Ffficient 


Time Savinc 




Eesy Irste 



www.quookef.co. uk 
info@quooker.co.uk 
0844 414 3965 





VALE 

GARDEN 

HOUSES 

FOR THE FINEST CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES AND ROO FLIGHTS 



CONSERVATORY FURNITURE. 

lighting & accessories. National Trust +44(0)1476564433 

CONSERVATORY CONSERVATORY . , . 

INTERIORS COLLECTION www.vaIegardenhouses.com 

WTAW.interiorsbyvale.com 


UK ■ CHANNEL ISLANDS • IRELAND • SWEDEN ■ DENMARK • BELGIUM 
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A dozen 

DREAM HOMES 

In this inspiring series, we celebrate different types of quintessential rural homes 
and present our round-up of the best to buy or rent. This month: the Georgian rectory 

WORDS BY SALLY CGULTHARD I PROPERTY RESEARCH BY NICOLA DE VEREUX 



J ust like a child's drawing, with a door in the middle, 
windows symmetrically arranged either side and 
above, and a pretty roof line with chimneys, the 
Georgian rectory is the ultimate storybook house. 
These charismatic buildings have a firm grip on the 
British psyche. Jane Austen and the Bronte sisters were 
daughters of clergymen and their books painted a vivid and 
sometimes amusing picture of life in and around the rectory 
Yet these properties were designed w ith a deeply serious 
purpose. During the 18th and 19th centuries, the head of the 
local church occupied the moral centre of his community, so it 
was fitting that his home should he at the heart of the village. 
The life of an Anglican rector was also a privileged one: the 
day-to-day business of gentry and clergy in rural Britain were 
intertwined - a rector needed a home fit tor a gentlemen and 
Georgian rectories often have rooms originally for servants. 
Today these properties make excellent family homes. Their 


central village locations are ideally placed for schools, shops 
and community life and they’re large enough to accommodate 
a grow ing family. Thanks to the Georgian obsession with 
proportion and symmetry the rooms are often spacious and 
need little alteration, which is fortunate as most are at least 
Grade II-listed. The gardens tend to he generous, too. In the 
past, village parties and fetes were hosted by the rector at his 
home - it's not unusual to find Georgian rectories with large 
lawns and terraces, even in the most tightly packed villages. 

Rectories tend not to come on the open market as often as 
other types of property Their popularity has meant that, in 
buoyant times, word-of-mouth was often enough to secure 
a sale. The current slow er property market means prices are 
more reasonable and a greater number are appearing in the 
windows of estate agents. To find out more about the history 
and appeal of Georgian rectories, see rectorysocietyorg.uk. 
House hunters should also visit georgianproperty.com". t> 
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£895,000 Caytborpe, 
Lincolnshire 

This three-floor property retains 
many original features and has 
six bedrooms, cellars, a walk-in 
pantry, and the grounds include 
a summerhouse and fruit trees. 


£875,000 Ab Kettleby, 
Leicestershire 

Built in 1759, this five-bedroom 
house has original sandstone 
floors and period fireplaces, as 
well as an orangery, two-storey 
coach house and a glasshouse. 


£845,000 Barton in Fa bis, 

Nottinghamshire 

Set in two-thirds of an acre of 

walled grounds, this sensitively 

restored house has five bedrooms, 

five reception rooms, beamed 

ceilings and a large garage. 


£725,000 Driffield, Yorkshire 
A five-bedroom house and two 
attached cottages set in over 
five acres, with a music room, 
conservatory, mature gardens, 
stores and two paddocks. 


£700,000 Ashford, Kent 
The principal portion of a former 
rectory, this four-bedroom house 
is set in grounds of one acre 
with well-established gardens, 
views to the church and large 
cellars with natural light. 


£695,000 Chalgrove, Oxon 
The west wing of this rectory 
has been converted into a three- 
storey house, which includes the 
original staircase, six bedrooms 
and an Aga in the large kitchen. 


£2,000 per month 

Totnes, Devon 
A furnished house with seven 
bedrooms and elegant entrance 
hall, set in two-and-a-half acres 
looking out across the Avon 
valley to Dartmoor 

Sell or let through CL for £100 
(free to subscribers). E-mail 
a photograph and details to 
prop e rty ou n try living .co.uk 
four months in advance. We 
are looking for converted barns 
and gatehouses. Properties 
chosen at editor's discretion. 


For full details of 
these properties, visit 
alia boutyau .c o m/ 
aprildreamhomes 
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Property of the MONTH 

£745,000 m 

Approached through wrought- iron gates, tit is 
impressive house has a double front door that 
opens into agrand reception hall with polished 
parquet floori ng and a canti levered staircase. 
There arc six-bedrooms, a di ning room and 
breakfast room with views over a wal led garden , 


£430,000 Stewartstown, 

Co Tyrone, Northern Ireland 
Built in 1811, this four-storey 
house has seven bedrooms, 
period features, a wine cellar, 
outbuildings and formal gardens 
which have been restored. 


From £2,895 per week 

Whitboume, Worcestershire 
A seven-bedroom holiday home 
with a sweeping oak staircase, 
dining room seating 24 guests, 
garden room, Aga, barbecue 
and lawned gardens. Sleeps 18, 


£1,585-£2,100 per week 

Shelton, Norfolk 
Ten-bedroom property with 
large rooms, period features, 
antique furniture, open fireplaces 
and views over the fields and 
the village church. Sleeps 18. 


£2,970-£3,510 per week 

Bridport, Dorset 
Set in one-and-a-half acres, just 
over a mile from the sea, this 
11 -bed room house has a billiard 
room and library. Sleeps 26, 
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Italy | Austria | Canada | Croatia ] Madeira | Slovenia ] Switzerland & more 0871 231 5622 

pMa ■ Calls cost lOp plus network extras 

CCT CHnO I hL Summer crystalsummer.co.uk/country 



Price per person based on 2 adults sharing a standard mom tor 7 nights on a B40 basis In the Astoria hotel,, Garda Departing 4 May 2011 from the lowest supplemented UK airport Subject to avaUabttty and change. 
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For beautifully crafted bespoke homes, garages, cart sheds, STABLES & GARDEN BUILDINGS 


DESIGNERS THROUGHOUT THE UK : =* 

To order your full colour Oak wrlghts brochure 
please phone or visit our website. 

0845 2309560 

www.oakwrights.co.uk 

enquines@oakwrights.co.uk 
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laire Halsey's intriguing flat is 
an atmospheric showcase for 
the furniture and artefacts she 
collects, restores and sells in 
her shop downstairs. But then, 
full of beautiful things arranged as naturally 
as though someone lived among them, this 
does in fact rather resemble a house, “The 
boundary between the two shifts constantly," 
she explains, “Pieces from the shop find 
a place in my home, and other things Fm 
ready to say goodbye to end up in the shop." 

She has run The Bell jar in Norwich since 
2004, when she bought the double-fronted 


Georgian building - formerly two separate 
shops, one a bookbinder, the other selling 
vintage 1960s designs - after falling in love 
with its wonderful curved windows, which 
now show off her stock like elegant display 
cases. The space above, two floors of open- 
plan storage, she turned into a flat, dividing 
it up to create practical living and sleeping 
areas and installing kitchen and hath room 
fittings from local salvage yards. For the first 
four years she rented it out, only making it 
her home in 2008 when she and youngest 
daughter, Martha, decided to move from 
the family cottage in Suffolk to this stylish 
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city apartment. Downsizing meant most of 
the Suffolk furniture had to become Bell Jar 
merchandise: "I try not to be sentimental” 
Claire says, philosophically ‘Tve let go of 
many beautiful things over the years, but 
that’s just the nature of this business” 

The flat has its own separate front door 
with a winding Georgian staircase rising to 
a landing. This leads into the kitchen on one 
side and, on the other, into the new bedroom 
Claire carved for herself out of the sunny 
three -windowed sitting room that ran right 
across the front of the house. Grey-painted 
French doors link the two rooms, and the 


sitting room in turn leads into the kitchen, 
so that the whole floor takes you in a circle, 
each room with a raw, ‘undecorated’ style 
that provides a muted background for many 
objects of interest. Walls are painted in greys 
and taupe s, and light from the south-facing 
sash windows falls on bare floorboards, 
stripped woodwork and natural surfaces. 

In the kitchen, these include an exposed 
brick chimney breast, the slate shelves that 
hold an array of glass and china above the 
worktop and the stone sink and draining 
board in one corner. The cupboards, built 
by her cabinet-maker son josh, are fronted 


by old doors in a mixture of rough wood and 
distressed paintwork. A circular table stands 
in front of the fireplace, painted red, then 
grey and rubbed back to look worn, while an 
old Victorian dining chair has been painted 
and waxed - leather back included - so that 
it has an almost lacquered appearance. 

Clare trained in textiles at Chelsea College 
of Art and worked in fashion design for t> 

opposite Simple rustic pieces sit alongside 
exposed natural materials in the flat and 
shop, above Painted furniture and original 
artworks bring character to the kitchen 
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allow decorative objects to 
be displayed while cleverly *1 
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many years, but her real love is paint. “When 
I found this place,' 7 she says, “everything came 
together - fabrics and furniture and paint. 7 ' 
Regular forays to French markets and vides- 
grmiers have unearthed beautiful old linens, 
which she has turned into cushions and 
curtains, as well as the wonderful glazed 
doors she brought home on top of her van 
and installed at the back of the shop to open 
it up to the garden. Auctions and sale rooms 
have yielded up everything from mirrors 
and headboards to the Hungarian cabinet 
that stands beside her bed. And evidence of 
her paintwork is everywhere - not just the 
furniture, but her own paintings, mostly 
small still-life compositions, that hang with 
others she has collected over the years. 

A brick-floored stable at the rear of the 
shop became Claire's workroom, where she 
sews and paints. “What I enjoy most,” she 
says, “is finding lovely things and putting 
them together, bringing out their potential 
and seeing them go to new homes " This 


could be anything from an antique cup 
and saucer to an elegant old empty frame 
waiting for the right picture. The shop 
attracts anyone with an eye for good pieces, 
from professional stylists and props-finders 
from film studios, to discerning passers-by 
who find themselves drawn in irresistibly 
by the sight of the treasures within. 

Each time an item goes to a new home, the 
view through the graceful windows changes 
a little, but soon setdes into an equally inviting 
tableau. Because, as Claire says, “Whenever 
a lovely piece leaves the shop, something 
special always turns up to take its place. 7 ’ 
The Bell Jar T 93 Upper St Giles Street, Norwich 
(01603 767752). For soft furnishing, painted 
furniture and interior design commissions, 
contact Claire at clarehalsey2@aol.com . 

top left Old French crochet work and linen 
hang at the windows, left Claire creates 
cushions from beautiful vintage fabrics. 
above The bedroom has a pale, peaceful air 
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keeps an eye on the temperature, 
while my mum keeps an eye on me 


MIRA ELEMENT Thermostatic control to keep all the family safe 

Here at Mira, it's the details you care about that we care about Like our Element, 

It has reaily clever thermostatic technology that keeps the water temperature just right 
- even if you flush the loo or turn on a tap - leaving you free to concentrate on more 
important things, like wriggling little ones. 
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Find your perfect shower at mirashowers.co.uk 


For brochure enquiries please call 0844 571 0005 




Clive Groves 


Continui ng our series on horticultural 
devotees whose gardens and lives are shaped 
by their love of one species or planting style, 
we meet Clive Groves, who specialises in 
breeding violets at bis nursery in Dorset 

WORDS BY STEPHANIE DONALDSON 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DEANNA JAZWINSKI AND RICHARD BLOOM 


opposite pace Viola od orata 
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right Clive sieving a soil 
mix created specially for 
violet cultivation into a pot; 
Viola odorata ‘Annalesia*; 
Viola odorata ‘Baroness 
de Rothschild', opposite 
Viola odorata ‘White Witch' 


the West Country where the red spider 
mite had become too much of a problem 
for the growers. The turning point for me 
was when a collection arrived from Dawlish 
with violets blooming in clumps of red 
Devon soil. It rekindled my love of the 
flowers I had seen in the lanes of my 
childhood. 1 set about getting every variety 
possible, before they were lost tor ever. Some 
proved elusive, ‘Mrs David Lloyd George' 
had disappeared until I had a midnight 
call from a friend in Australia to say that 
he had found a few plants in an old garden 
there. Another friend rescued ‘Countess of 
Shaftesbury' from extinction when he came 
across it in an old lady’s garden in California. 
‘Legresley* turned up in Canada where it 
had arrived on a sailing ship in 1833: the 
plant's descendants had been cherished 
by the original family ever since. 

Although violets aren’t nearly as popular 
as they once w ? ere, enthusiasts do meet up 
bianmially for a Violet Conference and 
I'm still involved, especially now that I've 
handed over the running of the nursery to 
the next generation and am back working 
full time with the violets. One of my 
favourite retirement presents from the 
nursery staff was a concrete mixer - so I 
can make my own specific soil mixes. 

I love everything about these flowers, 
t have to admit to wearing a little violet 
scent on special occasions. My pride and 
joy is my violet dressing gown with a violet 
emblem embroidered on the pocket! I> 


My first garden was a secret hidden patch 
in an isolated corner under trees when I w T as 
about nine years old, I didn't tell the family 
because I just wanted to experiment on my 
own and although it didn’t w'ork terribly 
well, I did have some minor successes. 

Growing up on the nursery' I earned 
pocket money doing routine tasks - cleaning 
clay pots, making wooden seed trays, 
creating holly wreaths for Christmas 
and bagging onion sets. I can’t say I was 
exc ited by any of it and the reason I went 
to horticultural college was because my 
parents told me to go, l didn’t enjoy that 
either until near the end of the course when 
1 finally began to take an interest in it. 

Back at the nursery, 1 initially worked 
in the seed-packet department, but i spent 
most of my time looking out of the window 
at girls passing by. At the time, the nursery 
specialised in strawberry plants and my 
father started growing violets because they 
like the same conditions. He began w ith a 
couple of varieties and gradually expanded 
the range as he bought up collections from 


Clive Grove's lifelong love of violets began 
in childhood when they grew in fragrant 
and colourful abundance on the banks of 
the lanes around his home, and later were 
grown commercially by his father Charles 
who advertised his first violet, 'Princess 
of Wales*, in 1946. Since then, through 
breeding and acquiring of other collections. 
The Violet Nurseries has grown to offer 
over 100 varieties and its Victorian Dorset 
violets have been recognised as a national 
collection. It is housed on the same site 
as the family-run garden centre - Clive 
comes from a long line of nurserymen, 
with CW Groves and Son representing 
more than 140 years of gardening history 
in West Dorset through six generations. 
Recently retired from running the 
business, Clive has returned to his first 
love - working full time at the nursery, 
tending and breeding his beloved violets. 
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What made you want to grow violets? 
My father decided to specialise in selling 
violet plants at our nursery I remember 
the long rows of plants stretching down 
the field and the men forking huge clumps 
of 'Princess of Wales' violets into wooden 
wheelbarrows to take them to the potting 
shed where they were stripped of their 
runners (which were heeled hack into the 
ground) and the plants were then posted 
all over the country. The leaves are scented 
as well, so even if there were no flowers, 
the potting shed would smell like heaven. 

Which are the qualities of violets 
that particularly appeal to you? 

Their perfume, of course - there is nothing 
else like it. And the colour, too - 1 always 
have some violet-coloured clothing on me 
somewhere. Of course there are violets of 
all shades from traditional violet through 
blue to pink, red and even yellow. 


How and where would you 
recommend growing violets? 

They should he planted beneath deciduous 
trees and shrubs in moist positions or in a 
herbaceous border where the perennials 
die down over winter and expose the 
violets for early spring flowering. In the 
wild they enjoy cool, damp hanks that are 
shaded only in the summer, hut during 
winter they need as much sun as possible. 

Will they naturalise? 

Yes they will, in the situations mentioned 
above. Plant Viola odorata or V odorata Alba' 
in clumps of three and keep them clear of 
weeds and grass for the first three years, 
and after that theyli look after themselves. 

Are your violets improved 
cultivars of the wild violet? 

Yes, most are cultivars of our native sweet 
violets that appear in the wild with either 
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violet, white or pink flowers. They have 
also been crossed with the Russian violet 
to add vigour and hardiness. 

What is the difference between 
Viola odorata and Parma violets? 
Parmas are a hit of a mystery. There is a 
school of thought that they arrived from the 
east - maybe Persia into Europe via Italy 
- but recent DNA tests suggest they might 
have evolved through hybridisation in the 
wild. Parmas are generally double - not as 
hardy as the sweet violet - so they are best 
grown under cold glass, either in frames or 
glasshouses. Their scent is different, too: the 
sweet violet has a rather pungent smell and 
parmas have a confectionery-sweet perfume. 

What are the main pests and diseases 
and how should they be dealt with? 

The worst pest is red spider mite and this 
is why violets need summer shade. In the 
past, many growers were put out of business 
because they used to grow violets on south- 
facing slopes to get the early crops. Spraying 
insecticides evolved a super-strain of red 
spider mite they couldn't eradicate. We 
defoliate our plants if they get too bad and 
introduce predators in our greenhouses. *4 
Groves Nurseries, West Bay Road , Bridport, 
Dorset (01308 422654; grovesnurseries.co.ukl 
The national collection is in bloom Jan- April 


above Viola odorata 
* Empress Augusta'. 
bight Clive at work in 
one of the glasshouses. 

FAR RIGHT Flowers of 

Parma violets, such as 
Viola TJ'Udme', are 
generally double. 
opposite The distinctive 
pink blooms of Viola 
odorata fPerle Rose* 




Clive s favourite violets 


ft Viola odorata 'Countess of 
Shaftesbury' A rare H beautiful 
old Dorset-bred violet with a 
raised pink and white central 
crest and violet-blue outer petals. 
• Viola odorata The common 
or sweet violet, which is native 
to this country and has a sweet, 
unmistakable perfume. 


ft Viola 'Becky Groves' A pink 
cultlvar of my own breeding 
named after my daughter, 
ft Viola odorata 'Perie Rose' 

A tough little flower with petals 
in a distinctive bright pink, 
ft Viola 'D' Udine' A Parma variety 
with red -flecked blue flowers 
and long stems Ideal for cutting, 
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A stone container adds weathered 
charm; box lollipops stand in 
galvanised buckets; a mirror hung 
on an ivy-clad wall casts beautiful 
reflections, opposite page Wisteria 
frames a view of the conservatory 


fter 20 years of cottage 
gardening. Somerset florist 
Rose Fisher felt in need 
of a change. "I did love the 
garden but, to be honest, it 
was a bit twee and 1 decided it was time 
to make things simpler/ 7 she explains. So, 
five years ago, Rose and her husband Chris 
ripped everything out of their Taunton plot, 
leaving only a Clematis montana, a wisteria 
and a hawthorn tree. This revealed a 
generously proportioned flat space that 
was an ideal starting point for what Rose 
had in mind. After the exuberant informality 
of the cottage garden she hankered after 
a cook restrained and elegant space. 

"I wanted a more formal garden with 
planting that featured structural elements 
- box, bay and pleached limes,” she says. 
Aware that this style of garden would need 
to be well-maintained to look good, she 
designed the beds so that they could be 
easily accessed from either side. 

In the meantime, Chris went to the local 
reclamation yard tor old bricks to build 
walls to frame the formal symmetry of the 
garden. Those marking the boundary on 
either side of the garden are two metres 


high, while the one at the far end is set 
two metres forward, concealing a path 
that leads to a back entrance on one side 
and the working part of the garden (w'ith 
greenhouse, compost heaps and nursery 
beds) on the other. The pleached limes are 
planted directly behind this wall, adding 
height and privacy. A decorative metalwork 
gate is set into it to increase the sense of 
‘going behind the scenes’. 

Showing admirable restraint, Rose 
waited until all of Chris’s immaculate hard 
landscaping was complete before starting 
the planting. “We put in the topiary box as 
they were, in their pots, in case we decided 
to move them. We haven't, but they are 
still in the containers and don’t seem to 
have suffered,” Rose prunes the box “more 
than is recommended because I like to 
keep them very neat and, anyway/ 7 she 
adds, “l find it therapeutic." Standard bay 
trees planted in the borders are similarly 
well maintained, while the hawthorn tree 
in the centre of the lawn has had gentler 
treatment, its gnarled trunk topped with 
attractively spreading branches. 

A magnificent mature holm oak in 
the adjoining garden to one side, and a I> 
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THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE A bird 

table hangs from the branches of the 
hawthorn tree; box balls and cones in 
the hlack-and-green bed; hostas flourish 
in large pots, opposite page Muscari 
and white tulips break up the repeat 
planting of box, bay and lavender 


multi-stemmed silver birch to the other, 
lend a sense of maturity, although they do 
also mean that it is mostly shaded except at 
the centre. The downside of the holm oak 
is its habit of shedding leaves for much of 
the year. Since Rose has discovered that 
an essential element of a formal garden 
is that it looks crisp and tidy she finds she 
is constantly having to clean up after it. 

There are other plants that she is much 
more relaxed about, though. Mind-your- 
own-husiness (Soleirolia soleirotii) is 
welcome. I know it is invasive " Rose says, 
l but it fills the cracks and crevices by the 
paths and also looks wonderful in pots.” 
Where it has spread on the ground, it is 
accompanied by a tiny-leaved fern called 
LeptineUa ‘Platfis Black 1 , violets and 
dwarf double-flowered campanulas. In 
the borders, bulbs and perennials add 
seasonal interest and soften the formality. 
The original plan was to restrict the palette 
to nothing hut green and white but, on 
reflection, Rose found this a bit boring 
so she has now introduced some purples, 
blues and pale pinks. 

Containers add further interest, with a 
varied selection ranging from weathered 


urns to terracotta pots and even baskets 
(Rose has found they generally last around 
five or six years outside). Many are planted 
with white cyclamen and tulips in winter 
and these are followed by a selection of 
herbaceous plants to create " miniature 
herbaceous borders” in the summer. 

There have been some adjustments to 
the design since the original work five 
years ago - in particular, the area in front 
of the wall at the end of the garden proved 
to be damp with poor growing conditions 
so Chris recently built a rectangular pond, 
w r ith a dog's-head gargoyle wall fountain. 

Although their idea had been to create a 
simpler, easier-to-maintain garden, when 
Rose says, with a big smile, “It didnt turn 
out quite that way”, you get the feeling 
that she really isn't too disappointed. ^ 
Rose specialises in wedding floristry, creating 
country designs with a modern touch . For 
enquiries, contact her at rosefisher@skyx.om 
or call 01823 333769. She also exhibits at 
country fairs and will he at Cathay Manor 
& Gardens near Wellington , Somerset, for its 
Garden , Plants and Food Fair on Saturday 
18 June 2011 (www.cothaymanor.co.uk) in 
aid of St Margaret's Hospice „ 
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• Box topiary A mixture of 
balls, pyramids and spirals 
provide the main structural 
element of the garden, 

• Standard bay trees One 
in each border and several 
in containers add height and 
a contrast in scale. 

• Mind-your-own-business 
(Soleirofia sofe/rofii) Softens 
hard edges, but needs to be 
kept under control, 

• Lavender ('Hidcote') Lines 
the main path, adding a waft of 


fragrance in summer and neat 
mounds of silver foliage in 
winter. Although in shade 
in the morning, it thrives in 
the afternoon sunshine. 

• Hostas Planted in containers, • # 
their lush, broad leaves have 
an architectural quality, with 
miniature varieties used for 
corsages and buttonholes ^ ^ 
in the floral designs Rose 
produces for weddings. 
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Our new regular 
food writer, 

Diana Henry has 
twice been named 
Cookery Writer 
of the Year by 
the Guild of Food Writers for her 
column in The Sunday Telegraph. 
Diana grew up in the Northern 
Irish countryside and is a champion 
of both British and Irish produce 
(and farmers) - she is always thrilled 
to discover a new cheese or artisan 
bread. When not sampling food, 
she is on the road researching 
her books, which include The 
Gastropub Cookbook , Cook Simple, 
Food from Plenty and Crazy Water, 
Pickled Lemons. 
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MENU 


Mussel, sal mon and saffron soup 

• 

Roast Iamb with goats cheese, 
spinach and sour-cherry 
stuffing 

• 

Farm with parsley and lemon 

Sweet and sour cucumber 
with dill 

• 

Triple chocolate cake with 
candied orange 


loved Easter just as much as 
Christmas when I was a child. 

It started with finding eggs 
- chocolate ones and hen’s 
eggs dyed pastel colours by 
my mother - hidden in the garden. My 
grandparents came for a roast lamb 
lunch and the table was adorned with 
flowers. There was a sense of relief that 
winter was behind us and summer not 
far away. Now, as an adult planning the 
Easter meal. I feel a breeze around me, 
a burst of optimism. I want to write my 
shopping list in the garden, relishing the 
smell of the air. The strong identity of 
the seasons is one of the best things about 
living in Britain and the move from 
winter to spring is the most dramatic, 
Easter, which heralds growth and 
renewal, is a marker, a new beginning, 
and the meal should convey this. You 


need freshness, greenness, colour, 
lightness and even frivolity. My head 
fills with leafy greens, saffron, tangy 
goat's cheese, salmon and chocolate, 

Of course, we have a choice of what 
to make the centrepiece of the Easter 
meal but lamb is the most popular 
dish. It's loaded with symbolism and 
speaks of rebirth. 1 find it satisfying to 
serve a meal that is part of a historical 
continuum, Ifs a choice that links us 
to other countries, too - on Easter 
Sunday, Sicilians will be making a 
lamb braise and Greeks will be serving 
a roast joint with potatoes, lemon and 
oregano. Perhaps, most importantly, 
serving Iamb at Easter gives particular 
pleasure if it is a custom within your 
own family. These dishes - light 
and pretty - shoidd help promote 
a brightness of spirit Happy Easter! 
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4 Remove the mussels from their shells, 
keeping four ir> their shells per serving to 
decorate. Discard any that haven't opened. 

5 Moil TEjg butter and saute the onion over 
a medium to low heat until It's soft but not 
coloured. Pour the mussel liquor into the 
pan and bring to the boil Add the saffron 
and stir, then add the cream and return the 
mixture to the boil. Simmer rapidly until 
the broth has reduced to about 800ml 

6 Mash the rest of butter with the flour to 
make a heurre manie. With the broth on a 
low heat, whisk in the heurre manig a little 
at a time. The mixture will thicken slightly, 

7 Add the salmon to the soup and poach 
for 1 minute, then add the mussels and 
parsley and heat through. Check the 
seasoning. Serve the soup, garnished with 
the reserved mussels in their shells, l> 


PHOTOGRAPHS by PIIJUP WEBB 
STYLING BY CAROLINE REEVES 
RECIPES BY DIANA HENRY 
FOOD .V DRINK EDITOR A I ISON W 
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1 tablespoon flour 

250g skinless salmon fillet, cut into chunks 
Vh tablespoons chopped flaMeaf parsley 


1 Clean the mussels thoroughly, pulling off 
any 'boards' and scraping away any little 
barnacles. Tap each one on the sink and 
discard any that don't dose completely. 

2 Put the mussels in a large pan with 
the shallots, wine and 200ml cold water 
Cover, bring to the boil, and then turn 
the heat down. Cook over a low heat for 
5-7 minutes until the mussels open 

3 Pour the mussels and liquor into a 
colander set in a large bowl. Set the 
mussels aside. Strain the mussel liquor 
through a sieve lined with muslin to collect 

will 


Mussel, salmon 
and saffron soup 


PREPARATION: 30 MINUTES 


IS MINUTES 

Saffron adds a lovely 
springtime hue. 


musse Is 

3 shallots. 


0g unsatted 
butter, softened 
onion, diced 
good pinch saffron 
75ml double 
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Sweet and sour 
cucumber with dill 

PREPARATION: 10 MINUTES PLUS SALTING 
Salting the cucumber makes it crisp so it 
absorbs the dressing without being soggy. 

Serves 6 

1 medium cucumber 
1 tablespoon rice wine vinegar 
IV 2 tablespoons caster sugar 
IV 2 tablespoons chopped fresh dill 

1 Trim the ends of the cucumber and slice 
thinly with a knife or mandolin. Layer in 

a colander with 4 teaspoons of flaked sea 
salt, put a plate on top and set over a bowl, 
so the juices can run out. Leave for two 
hours. Rinse and pat dry, 

2 Mix the cucumber with the remaining 
ingredients and cover until ready to serve. 
If time is short, mix the sliced cucumber 
with the vinegar and flavourings and serve 
immediately. It's not as good but still tasty. 


Farro with parsley 
and lemon 

PREPARATION: 10 MINUTES COOKING: 45 MINUTES 

Farro is an Italian grain that becomes 
chewy and nutty when cooked. Look 
for it in health food shops and local delis 
- alternatively, use pearled spelt and cook 
it according to the packet instructions. 

Senses 6 

Vh tablespoons olive oil 
1 onion, finely chopped 
1 stick celery, diced 
300g farro or pearled spelt 
900ml chicken stock, vegetable 
stock or water 


3 tablespoons finely chopped parsley 
finely grated zest and juice of V* lemon 

1 Heat the oil in a pan and saute the onion 
and celery until they're soft and pale gold. 
Add the farro, turn it round in the oil and 
vegetables, then cover with the stock, 

2 Bring to the boil and then turn the heat 
down to a simmer and cook for about 
35 minutes until the farro i$ just tender 

(it retains its nutty bite and never becomes 
soft). Avoid stirring it as it will have a better 
texture. Add a drop more liquid if it looks 
as if it is becoming too dry - the liquid 
should be completely absorbed but you 
don't want the farro to burn on the bottom 
of the pan. Stir in the parsley lemon zest 
and juice and taste for seasoning. 


WHERE TO BUY SPRING LAMB 
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Roast lamb with goats 
cheese, spinach and 
^oun-cherry stuffing 

PREPARATION: 20 MINUTES 
COOKING 1 HOUR 15 MINUTES PLUS RESTING 
The slightly smoky flavour of the sour 
cherries and the wonderful tang of the 
goat's cheese marries beautifully wsth 
the succulent spring lamb, 

^ Serves 6 

FOR THE STUFFING 
75g dried sour cherries 
200g spinach 
25g butter 

1 onion, finely chopped 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 
150g goat's cheese, crumbled 
75g white breadcrumbs 
finely grated zest of Vi lemon 

1 tablespoon roughly chopped 
blanched almonds 


2 tablespoons chopped tarragon 
FOR THE LAMB 

1.5 kg boned leg of lamb (boned weight) 
olive oil 

60ml white wine 

300ml lamb or chicken stock 

25g cold unsalted butter 

1 Heat the oven to 220°C [200*C fan oven) 
gas mark 7. Soak the cherries in hot water 
until plump, then drain. Wash ihe spinach 
and remove any coarse stems. Put St into 
a large pan, cover and wilt the spinach 
over a low heat for 1-2 minutes until if 
collapses. Drain, Once it is cool enough 

to handle, squeeze out any liquid, then 
roughly chop. Season 

2 Melt the butter for the stuffing in a frying 
pan and cook the onion until softened 

but not coloured. Add the garlic and cook 
for 1 minute. Tip into a howl and add the 
remaining stuffing ingredients. Gently mix 
together and season well. 

3 Unroll the lamb and season well with 


freshly ground black pepper and sea salt 
Spread the stuffing onto the meat, then 
carefully re-roll the joint and tie at intervals 
with string Smear a little olive oil aver the 
meat and season again. 

4 Place the lamb in a (pasting tin and 
cook in the oven for 15 minutes. Turn the 
oven temperature down to 180*C (IfKFC 
fan oven) gas mark 4 and cook for about 
45 minutes for pink lamb. 

5 Transfer the meat to a warm platter, 
cover with foil and rest for 20 minutes. 
Deglaze the roasting tin with the wine, 
scraping up all the bits on the base with 
a wooden spoon. Add the stock, bring to 
the boil and reduce until the sauce has 
thickened slightly Pour through a sieve 
into a clean pan, reheat and whisk in the 
butter. Serve with the lamb. [> 



food & drink 


Triple chocolate cake 
with candied orange 

PfltPAflATlON. 40 MINUTES 
COOKING 30 MINUTES 
This brownie-style chocolate cake is 
finished with luscious white chocolate 
icing and shards of candied orange, 

Serms 6 

lOQg butter, plus extra for greasing 
IGOg dark chocolate, broken into pieces 
125g caster sugar 

3 large eggs, separated 
finely grated zest of 2 oranges 
2 tablespoons orange juice 

2 tablespoons Curasao or Cointreau 
3Qg plain flour, sifted 
25g cocoa powder, sifted 
FOR THE ICING 

45g unsalted butter, softened 
45g icing sugar, sifted 
150g white chocolate 

4 tablespoons creme fraiche 


TO DECORATE 
2 oranges 
lOOg caster sugar 
crystallised violets 

1 Heal the oven to 180'C (160°C fan oven) 
gas mark 4. Lightly grease and line the 
base of a 20cm cake tin. Melt the dark 
chocolate in a bowl set over a pan of gently 
simmering water. Leave to cool a little. 

2 Cream the butter and sugar together 
with an electric hand whisk until light 
and fluffy, then add the egg yolks one at 
a time. Continue beating until the mixture 
is smooth and creamy. Add the orange 
zest and juice, Curacao and chocolate. 

Fold in the flour and cocoa powder 

3 In a separate bowl, beat the egg whites 
until they form medium peaks. Fold one 
large tablespoon into the cake mixture to 
loosen it and then carefully fold in the 
rest. Turn into the cake tin. smooth the top 
and bake for 30 minutes until a skewer 
pushed nto the centre of the cake comes 


out clean. Cool in the tin for about 10 
minutes, then turn out onto a wire rack. 

4 Peel the orange rind off in broad strips. 
Remove any white pith, then cut into fine 
strips, about the length of your little finger. 
Squeeze the juice from the oranges and 
make it up to 225ml with water if needed. 

5 Put the juice and sugar in a pan. Heat 
gently until the sugar dissolves, then add 
the rind and simmer for 30 minutes until 
the liquid has nearly evaporated and the 
nnd is tender, Fish it out and leave it to dry. 

6 To make the icing, beat the butter and 
icing sugar together with an electric 
whisk. Melt the white chocolate in a bowl 
set over a pan of gently simmering water. 
Allow to cool a little, and then beat in 
the creme frache. When the chocolate 
mixture has cooled but is still runny, beat 
it into the butter cream. Chill in the fridge 
until firm but spreadable, then smooth over 
the top of the cake with a palette knife. 

7 Decorate the cake with the orange rind 
and scatter with crystallised violets. 4 









a country cook's workshop 



Continuing our series explori ng traditional skills, 
Alison Walker transforms a range of fruit and vegetables into 
tangy pickles to add crunch and flavour to every season 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY TARA FISHER STYLING BY CAROLINE REEVES 
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/\ SI 111 pic SWCCt or pungent pickle can be created by packing practically any fruit or vegetable 
into glass jars and covering with vinegar, before sealing tightly. More elaborate concoctions combine a mixture 
of aromatic herbs and fragrant spices (these can be tied in a muslin bag to infuse during preparation, strained 
before final pickling or added to the jars for interest, but always use whole spices as ground versions cloud 
the vinegar) and sufficient sugar both to soften the tartness and improve the flavour and texture, which can 
range from sour to sweet, crisp to tender. When it comes to eating, patience is an essential ingredient - the 
longer the pickle can be left to mature, the mellower, deeper and more flavourful the final result E> 


food & drink 


EQUIPMENT 


All utensils and containers should be 
stainless steel, glass or enamel, with 
a nylon sieve for straining, because 
the acid in vinegar reacts with certain 
metals, turning pickles bitter. Kilmer 
jars or jam jars with vinegar-proof lids 
make good containers, or traditional 
large pickle jars are available at 
justpreserving.co.uk (01603 722120). 
Sterilise in the hottest cycle of your 
dishwasher or wash in hot, soapy water 
then put in the oven at 150°C (130°C 
fan oven) gas mark 3 for 20 minutes. 

INGREDIENTS 


• Vinegar preserves by penetrating 
food, replacing its natural liquids and 
inhibiting the growth of micro-organisms. 
It also infuses the food with its own 
flavour so the pickle will only ever be 
as good as the quality of vinegar used. 
Wine vinegars create delicate, subtle 
pickles, but the less expensive cider, 
malt and distilled varieties also produce 
delicious, if slightly more robust, 
results. Check the label to ensure your 
vinegar has at least 5% acetic acid 
content for successful preservation, 

• Depending on the variety, sugar 
can simply mellow the vinegar or, in 
the case of muscovado, add another 
dimension to the flavour. 

• Both the vinegar and sugar you 
choose will affect the final colour: 
distilled or white wine vinegar and 
white granulated sugar, for example, 
are ideal for creating clear pickles, and 
won't alter the natural colour of pale 
produce such as cauliflower or eggs, 

A BIT OF TECHNIQUE 


There are two methods for pickling: 
hot and cold. For the former, vinegar 
is brought to the boil with flavourings 
and poured over vegetables, enabling 
it to penetrate more quickly and soften 
them slightly - particularly good for 
targe, firm vegetables. Alternatively 
cold vinegar is poured over vegetables, 
such as cauliflower, to keep them 
crunchy. Salt also plays an important 
role because it draws out excess 
moisture and maintains crispness. Dry 
salting is used when pickling delicate 
vegetables such as cucumber, while 
a brine is good for firmer varieties. 







Pickled shallots 

PREPARATION: 40 Ml MUTES COOKING: 8 MINUTES 

Shallots have a slightly more delicate flavour 
than their stronger cousins, pickling onions* 


A light, aromatic 
combination of 
distilled vinegar, dark 
brown sugar, mace, 
star anise and black 
peppercorns suits the 
gentle taste of shallots 


Makes about SOOg 

S00g shallots, peeled and trimmed 

75g sea salt 

600ml distilled vinegar 

1 25g granulated sugar 

BOg dark brown sugar 

blade of mace 

Vz teaspoon each Sichuan and 
black peppercorns 
1 star anise plus extra 


1 Put the shallots and salt into a large n on-metallic bowl 
with 600ml boiling water. Cover and leave overnight. 

2 Put the remaining ingredients into a pan. Bring to 
the boil and simmer for 5 minutes. 

3 Drain the shallots and add to the pan. Simmer for 
about 5 minutes until they are transparent but still 
crisp. Remove with a slotted spoon. 

4 Pack sterilised jars two-thirds full with the shallots. 

Pour over the hot vinegar, adding a few peppercorns 
to each jar, a star anise and a bay leaf. Leave in a cool 
dark place fora month before eating, 
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1 Cut the oranges into 5mm slices. Put in 
a p m and cover with cold water. Simmer 
for 30 40 minutes until the peel is tender, 

2 Place Ihe remaining ingredients in another 
heat gently until the sugar is 

completely dissolved. Bring to the boil 
and bubble for 2 minutes. 

3 Remove the orange slices with a slotted 
spoon, reserving the liquid, and put into 
the vinegar mixture. Simmer for 30 minutes 
until the oranges are translucent. Leave 

to stand in the liquid overnight. 

4 The next day, simmer the oranges again 
until they are compfetely tender. Put into 
sterilised jars and cover with the syrup 
Keep the poaching liquid in the fridge and 
use to top up the orange slices if they absorb 
some of the vinegar syrup. Leave for six 
weeks in a cool dark place before eating. t> 


Spiced oranges 

PREPARATION: 30 MINUTES PLUS S T ANDI1VG 
COOK I MG. 1 HOUR 20 MINUTES 

A sweet, spicy pickle that is perfect served 
with hot or cold ham. Choose un waxed 
oranges if you can find them or scrub 
thoroughly before cooking to remove 
their wax coating. Blood oranges make 
a marvellous alternative when in season. 


Makes about 2kg 
1 0 thin-skinned oranges 
600ml white wine vinegar 
1 kg granulated sugar 
1 large cinnamon stick 
4 allspice berries 
about a dozen doves 
2-3 bay leaves 


Fruit mustard pickle 

REPARATION: 30 MINUTES 
COOKING: 30 MINUTES 

This unusual sweet and hot fruit pickle is 
called m os tarda di/rutta and originates 
from Northern Italy, It is traditionally 
served with a selection of different boiled 
meats but tastes equally delicious when 
eaten with cured meats such as salami. 

Makes about 2 kg 
850g granulated sugar 
1 25g lemons and limes, sliced 
250g plicna, halved and stoned 
125g black grapes 
250g melon, cubed or balled 
2b0g pineapple 
1 50ml white wine vinegar 
50g English mustard powder 

1 Put 600g sugar into a large pan and 
add 1 50ml water Melt together over 
a gentle heat until the sugar has 
completely dissolved. 

2 Add the fruit and cook over a low 
heat for 1 0-15 minutes removing with a 
slotted spoon as soon as slightly tender 
Put all of the fruit and the poach i ng 
liquid into a bow! to cool. 

3 Put the remaining sugar into the pan 
with the vinegar and simmer for about 
1 5 minutes until it has become thick 
and syrupy. Leave to cool. 

4 Mix 2 tablespoons of the vinegar syrup 
with the mustard powder then stir into 
the rest of the vinegar Leave to one side 
to thicken lor an hour. 

5 Add the mustard vinegar to the fruit, 
stir well, and then pack into sterilised 
jars. Store in a cool dark place for at 
lea st two we ek s 1 mi o mealing. 





Pickled red cabbage 

REPARATION: T5 MINUTES PLUS SALTING 
COOKING: 5 MINUTES 

Serve this crunchy pickle with stews 
and roast meats for a burst of flavour 
and vibrant colour. 

Makes about Ikg 
1 red cabbage, cored and 
roughly shredded 
sea salt 

700ml red wine vinegar 
500ml raspberry vinegar 
3 large hay leaves 
6 cloves 

12 juniper berries 

1 Layer the cabbage in a bowl, 
sprinkling with salt as you go. Cover 
and leave overnight. 

2 Rinse the cabbage, pat dry and pack 
into sterilised jars, 

3 Put the remaining ingredients into 
a pan and boil for 3 minutes. Pour the 
vinegar over the cabbage so that it is 
completely submerged just add more 
vinegar if there isn't enough. Seal and 
leave in a cool dark place for at least a 
month before eating. 


Pickled quail eggs 

PREPARATION: 20 MINUTES COOKING: 5 MINUTES 

A tasty little snack or accompaniment 
j to curries, these pickled quail eggs are 
j incredib ly moreish . Sim ply increa se the 

I qu antities of vinegar if you want to pickle 

hen ‘s eggs inste ad. 

Makes about 450g 
300ml distilled vinegar 
1 .5cm piece fresh mot ginger, sliced 
Vt tablespoon coriander seeds 
2 dried red chillies 
Vi tablespoon black peppercorns 
24 quail eggs 

1 Put all the ingredients, except the eggs, 
in b pen. Bring to the boil, then simmer for 
5 minutes. Leave to cool completely, 

2 Gently bubble the eggs in simmering 
water for 2 Va minutes until hard-boiled. 
Cool under cold running water. Peel 
when cool enough to handle and pack 
into sterilised jars. 

3 Strain the vinegar and pour over the 
eggs to cover completely. Add a few of the 
spices for decoration if you like. Seal with 
vinegar-proof lids. Store in a cool dark 
place for six weeks before eating. 1> 
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TELL Magnet 
IF YOU’RE COLOURFUL 

and we'll create a kitchen full 
of bright ideas 



Tell Magnet all about you and we'll 
help you create your perfect 
kitchen. If, like Matt, you like 
everything to be bright and 
vibrant, our Studio Spectrum 
range with coloured handles could 
leave you feeling over the rainbow. 
Or if you prefer things a little 
more muted, well show you some 
of our more subtle ranges and 
innovations, like our mood lighting 
and natural timber drawers. 
Whatever you'd like to happen in 
your kitchen, just tell Magnet. 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 
OR TO REQUEST A BROCHURE 

CALL 0845 123 6789 

ORVISIT 

www.magnet.co.uk 



A SEjlART 


CARE 

TRUST M AGNET TO GO ONE BETTER - SMART CARE, ONE PART OF OUR UNIQUE FULL CIRCLE SERVICE 

Choose Magnet to install your kitchen and we’ll conduct a free follow up check af ter 
12 months to ma*e sure your kitchen* is 3c o king and jHjrfa rminj; as good as new. 


Magnet 


WHAT 
HAPPENS 
IN YOUR 
KITCHEN? 







Aromatic spiced pears 

PREPARATION: 20 MINUTES COOKING: 30 MINUTCS 


1 Put all of the ingredients, except the 
poors, into a largo pan. Heat gently until 
the sugar is dissolved, then bnng to the 
boil for 5 minutes. 

2 Meanwhile, peel and core the pears, 
slicing into quarters, halves nr keeping 
whole depending on their size. 

3 Add the pears to the vinegar mixture and 
gently poach until just tender - this can 
take from 5-20 minutes depending on their 
ripeness. Remove with a slotted spoon 

as they become tender and then transfer 
to hot, sterilised jars. 

4 Reduce the vinegar by a third, then pour 
over the pears, adding some of the whole 
spices for decoration. Cover the top of the 
pears with waxed paper to keep them 
submerged and seal with a vinegar-proof 

for at least 


This is particularly good with cold meats 
or cheese. For best results, use firm pears 
such as Conference or Williams, 


Makes uhaut 
500g granulated sugar 
500ml distilled vinegar 
juice and rind 1 lemon 
1 teaspoon allspice berries 

1 teaspoon whole cloves 

2 small cinnamon sticks 
1 ,3kg hard pears 


lid. Store in a cool, dark place 
a month before eating, -4 
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Taking to two wheels is one of the best ways to explore 
the British countryside - and the chain reaction is that you 
will soon become fitter, healthier and happier, too 


WORDS BY LUCY DIMBYLOW 



health & beauty 


hether you're pedalling 
gently along country lanes 
or thundering down an 
off-road track, there's 
nothing quite like cycling 
for giving you a sense of freedom. And it's not 
just a great way to explore the countryside; its 
also set to be the hottest fitness trend for 201 L 
The past few years have seen huge investments 
in cycling. London Mayor Boris Johnson's Cycle 
Hire scheme recorded over a million journeys 
in its first ten weeks, and the 14-medal success 
of Team GB at the 2008 Olympics has propelled 
cycling to the top of the popularity charts, with 
the 2012 games in London set to increase the 
nation's enthusiasm even further. 

“Cycling is the perfect way to get fit, because 
unlike going to the gym, which will involve a 
special time commitment, making your regular 
journeys by bike can be easily fitted into your 
daily routine," says Dr David Ogilvie, former 
GP and public health physician at the Centre 
for Diet and Activity Research (CEDAR) in 
Cambridge. In fact, such are the health benefits 
that the chief medical officer has called for an 
eightfold increase in cycling nationwide. 

CYCLE MORE, LIVE LONGER 


explains Phil Insalf health director at Sustrans, 
a charity promoting sustainable transport. 

Bike riding even seems to bolster the immune 
system, with a 2010 Dutch study showing that 
people who cycle regularly take fewer sick days. 
Overall, the health impact is so great that 
cyclists live up to 14 months longer than 
non-cyclists, research suggests. 

Along with improving your fitness, cycling to 
work or going for a weekend ride in the country 
can keep you trim, A recent UK study showed 
that cycling for just 30 minutes a day could burn 
over lllb of fat a year. And its not just good for 
you; it's good for the environment, too. Using 
your bike instead of the car helps to ease traffic 
congestion and reduces your carbon footprint 
- not to mention your petrol costs. 

Cycling also gives you unparalleled access 
to the British countryside. From flat river valleys 
to hair-raising downhill tracks, your bike can 
get you up close to scenery that cars can never 
reach. According to the Forestry Commission, 
improving cycle access is one of the best ways to 
encourage visitors to our woodlands - and with 
these tranquil environments known to engender 
feelings of being at peace, that has knock-on 
benefits for your state of mind. 



What makes cycling so good for us? First and 
foremost, a brisk ride around the park or along 
a towpath gets our hearts and lungs pumping, 
strengthening the cardiovascular system. 
According to a recent UK study, a short cycle 
ride four times a week could improve your 
aerobic fitness by 11 percent in just six weeks, 
“We also know that physical activity as a 
whole reduces the risk of many chronic 
conditions, such as diabetes and certain 
cancers ” Dr Ogilvie adds. 

Cycling can also have a positive 
effect on our mental health. Surveys 
show that 85 per cent of people 
suffering from depression find 
that exercising improves their 
symptoms, and getting active in an 
outdoor environment increases the 
benefits even further. “You're 
out and about, beating the 
traffic, breathing fresh air and 
enjoying the natural beauty of 
your surroundings, and that will 
have a noticeable protective 
effect on mental health,” 
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT 
While cycling is growing in popularity by the 
day, many of us haven't ridden a bike since our 
childhood days. But as the old saying would 
have it, it's an easy skill to re -learn. "Most people 
find that it all comes back to them as soon as 
they get on a bike, and you can set your own 
pace while you regain your confidence” 
says Duncan Pickering, cycling development 
manager at the Institute of Advanced Motorists, 
If you're an inexperienced cyclist, heading 
out onto the road can be daunting, however. 

But despite the purported risks, an 
Australian study found that 
gardeners were more likely to 
sustain injuries than cyclists. 
Even so, it's never been easier 
to get on your bike, away from 
traffic. The National Cycle 
Network boasts 12,600 miles of safe 
cycling routes around the UK, with 
maps available for free download 
(sustrans.org.uk), and its quiet lanes, 
on-road routes and traffic -free paths make 
perfect tracks for wary cyclists, > 


r Tloreeofthebest 

Stylish choices for off-road 
adventures or daily trips 



• Giant Sedona W, £350; 
g ia nt-bi cycles . com 

The lightweight frame and 
mountain-bike tyres make 
this hybrid good for both 
commuting and leisure. 



• Specialized Myka 
HT Elite, £679.99; 
speclalized.com 

This off-roader's female- 
specific design has a 
lightweight aluminium 
frame and gives a 
comfortable ride. It will 
give you the confidence to 
leave the pavement behind. 



• Pashley Princess Classic, 
£545; pashley.co.uk 

Perfect for popping to 
the shops, with its comfy 
sprung saddle and large 
wicker basket. Not for 
c ross-co u nt ry t h o u g h ! 
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"Experienced riders benefit too, as they can 
travel on safe, pleasant routes where they 
can relax, breathe the fresh air and feel better 
for it : “ Phil Insall adds. 

There are also many training schemes that 
can help to build your confidence on the road. 
The Rikeability programme (bikeabilityorg.uk), 
which replaced the cycling proficiency test, 
provides training for adults (beginners 
included), whole the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists offers one-to-one tuition to suit your 
skill level (iam.org.uk). In many areas, cycle 
lessons are also available through the local 
council’s road safety department 

If you would rather brush up your skills in a 
less formal wayjoining a cycling group could 
be for you. Banish that mental image of sinewy 
men in fluorescent Lycra; these days, there are 
groups for all tastes, including women-only 
clubs, groups aimed at over-60s, and those that 


specialise in gentle country rides with the 
obligatory pub lunch. Meanwhile, BikeBUDi 
can match you with a cycling partner for 
commuting or leisure (bikebudUiftshare.com). 

But before you dig out your trusty steed from 
the back of the shed and hit the road, book it 
in for some TLC. "To avoid accidents, always 
have your bike serviced at a reputable local 
cycle shop if you haven't ridden it for a while, 3 * 
Duncan Pickering advises. Alternatively, take 
advantage of the government's Cycle to Work 
scheme (cyclescheme.co.uk), which provides 
tax breaks on bike purchases, potentially 
allowing you to buy a quality pair of wheels 
for around half price. 

“The better the bike, the more comfortable 
and enjoyable your ride will be,” Duncan 
says. And with that new set of wheels in your 
hands, the world - or at least your local park 
or bridleway - is your oyster, *4 


Choosing a b ike 

Katie Reed of the 
Association of Cycle 
Traders offers her top tips 
for finding the right model 

• Take time to decide 
what sort of bike you 
want There are many 
different types, including 
road bikes, mountain bikes 
and multipurpose hybrids, 
so weigh up what sort of 
routes and distances 
you'll be covering. 

• Use an independent bike 
shop, where you'll benefit 
from wider product choice, 
specialist knowledge and 
good after-sales service. 

• Sit on the bike to ensure 
it feels comfortable and 
get the sales advisor to 
check that it's the right 
Size for you. If possible, 
take it for a test drive. 

• Budget sensibly: the 
minimum you should 
spend to get a safe, 
roadworthy bike, is £200. 


GREAT GETAWAYS ON TWO WHEELS 


BEST FOR FAMILIES 

Hadrian's Cycleway, four 
days from £360 per person 

Taking in craggy highlands 
and peaceful river valleys, 
this self-guided tour means 
you can set your own pace. 
Accommodation is in B&Bs 
and family-run hotels; routes 
and itineraries provided [0191 
265 1110; skedaddle.co.uk). 

BEST FOR ADVENTURE 
Lakeland Epic, seven 
days from £ 590 pp 
A week-long white-knuckle 
ride circling the Lake District 
in a giant loop. You'll ride 


through some of Britain's 
wildest terrain over rough 
tracks, rocky bridleways and 
mountain passes, so this trip 
is suitable for experienced 
cyclists only [01 768 840400; 
cycleactive.co.uk) 

BEST FOR SOLITUDE 
The Quietest Cycle Tour 
Under the Sun, two 
nights from £170 pp 
This relaxing weekend break 
is based around the border 
village of Clun, Shropshire, 
with its traditional inns, 
tearoom and castle. The 
gentle ride takes place along 


the river valleys and into the 
Clun Hills (01568 770755; 
wheelywonderfulcycling,co,uk}. 

BEST FOR BEGINNERS 
East Lothian Escape, two to 
seven nights from £150 pp 
If you're wary of booking a 
holiday that's all about the 
bike, this fixed-base package 
will take the pressure off. There 
are various accommodation 
options, from self-catering 
holiday homes to luxury 
spa hotels, and you decide 
how much cycling you can 
handle (07932 676841; 

2 w h eel -to u rs . co m) , 


BEST FOR SCENERY 
Snowdonia Beano, seven 
nights from £600 pp 

Acclaimed as one of the 
world's top 25 cycling 
holidays, this on-road tour 
allows you to explore the 
rugged, panoramic beauty 
of North Wales, Highlights 
include the Menai Strait, 
Snowdonia National Park and 
the castle town of Caernarfon, 
with an optional visit to 
Portmesnon. Even the bike 
shed boasts one of the best 
views in Britain! (01982 560471; 
bicycle-beano.co.uk). 
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MANDARIN 

STONE 


Classic Ranges from 
£15 per square metre 

A wide selection of stone 
available for the home 
and garden 

Limestone / Slate / Basalt / 
Granite / Marble / Travertine t 
Sandstone / Terracotta 

Visit our showrooms 
throughout the UK 

Bath l Bristol / 

Cardiff / Cheltenham / 

Exeter / Marlow / 

Monmouth / Weybridge / 
Wilmslow OPENING SOON 

For a copy of our brochure 

T/ 01 600 715 444 
E / info@mandarinstone.com 

Buy online 

nnandarinstone.com 






Make every day a 
red CARPET day ^ 
with GudrunSjode 


BE INSPIRED AND SHOP DIRECT ON.,.^ J 

w.gudrunsjoden. 

FREEPHONE: 0800 056 9912 


com 


UNITED KINGDOM SWEDEN GERMANY NORWAY DENMARK FINLAND IRELAND USA FRANCE HOLLAND AUSTRIA 


www.downmaaaz.com 




WORDS BY KATE LANGRISH AND CHRISSIE MASTERS. PHOTOGRAPHS BY GETTY I MAGES/ALA MY/UP BANLf.COM. *THIS INFORMATION LS NOT INTENDED TO REPLACE THE ADVIDE, DIAGNOSIS OR 
TREATMENT OF A DOCTOR. IF YOU NOTICE MEDICAL SYMPTOMS OR FEEL ILL YOU SHOULD CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR. SEND YOUR COUNTRY' CURES TO THE USUAL CL ADDRESS 




In good 


Boost your wellbeing the natural way with our monthly 


round-up of the latest news from the world of health and beauty 


SOAK UP SOME RAYS 

Mad dogs and Englishmen, 
it seems, are right - we 
should all be out in the 
midday sun. Well, for 
ten minutes at least. The 
latest advice from Cancer 
Research, is to get around 
15 minutes of sun exposure 
without sunscreen three 
times a week in summer. 

This is because sunshine 
is needed for our bodies 
to produce vitamin D-a 
deficiency of which has been 
linked to diabetes, heart 
disease and certain cancers. 
Of course, safe sun messages 
still apply but it sounds like 
a good reason to get out for 
a lunchtime walk now that 
the days are getting longer. 
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IN THE MOOD 


If you find the aroma of tea 
simultaneously relaxing and 
reviving, try Jo Malone's 
Limited Edition Tea Fragrance 
Blends (£34 for 30ml, jomaione. 
co.uk). The collection of colognes 
includes warming, invigorating 
Assam & Grapefruit, light and 
delicate Earl Grey & Cucumber 
and refreshing Fresh Mint. And 
you can combine with other 
Jo Malone fragrances, body 
oils or bath oils to create your 
individual scented statement. 


COUNTRY CURE 

Whenever I suffer from any kind 
of stomach upset, I dr ink an 

infusion of fresh thyme 
in hot water 
to re hydrate 
and soothe 
painful cramps 
SUSAN WRJGHT, 

EASTBOURNE* 



THREE OF THE BEST...NATU R AL EN ERGY BOOSTERS 


Focus, Energise, Create 
(£6 for 20ml, saskiasflower 
essences.com). A combination 
of flower essences from a A 
Cotswold-based company, 
this claims to help give 
you the klckstart needed 
to embark on a new 
project, plus the 
creativity and drive 
to see it through. 



Sharpham Park Fruit Granola 
bar (£1.65, sharphampark. 
com). Made with organic 
spelt, which is easier to 
digest than wheat, this 
cereal bar also contains 
apricots and seeds for 
a long-lasting energy 
boost. Perfect with 
a mid-morning drink 
or afternoon snack. 



Boots Re-energise Boost 
tablets (£9.19 for 20 tablets). 
Forget the double 
espresso for a quick 
pick-me-up and try one 
of these tablets made 
with guarana, a natural 
source of caffeine, 
coupled with B vitamins 
to help your body release 
energy from food. 41 
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cl book offer 




Learn a country craft 

Create your own beautifully patterned knitwear with our latest book 


OUR BRAND NEW TITLE, 

Country Weekend Socks, written 
by Madeline Weston, celebrates 
the revival of hand-knitting with 
a collection of 25 classic patterns, 
reflecting the rich heritage of 
traditional British knitwear. 

With both long and short styles in 
wool and cotton, there is a wonderful 
range of sock patterns to suit every 
occasion - to wear with walking boots, 
classic tweeds, light summer dresses 
and even pyjamas. The designs include 
Fair Isle, intricate lace, multicoloured 
and gansey stitch patterns, while the 
wonderful palette of colours take its 
cue from coast and countryside. 

Author Madeline Weston opened 
The Scottish Merchant in Coven t 
Garden in 1970, which for 20 years 
was known as the place in London for 
buying beautifully made, authentic 
garments sourced from all over the 
British Isles. She has done extensive 
research into traditional knitting 
patterns and is an authority on the 
subject Her earlier book, Country 
Weekend Knits, is also a CL title, 

• CL readers can order a copy 
of Country Weekend Socks at 
the special price of £12,99 (rrp 
£16,99) including free p&p. 


Country 

Weekend 

zSocks 


25 colourful knitting patterns: 
for weekend walks & lazy days 


Madeline Wus(on 

photography hy_ 

Simon Brown 
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To order, please call 01903 828503 quoting reference jS 25 
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Special offers for 
CL readers 


Farrow & Ball reader day at 
Charleston farmhouse, Sussex 



Charleston was the home and country meeting place of the 
writers, painters and intellectuals known as the Bloomsbury 
Group. The interior was painted by Duncan Grant and Vanessa 
Bell, and forms a wonderful example of their decorative style, 

CL readers can experience the unique charm of Charleston on 
our special reader days on 20 and 21 June. Morning coffee will 
be followed by a talk on the history of the house by curator 
Wendy Hitchmough and then a guided tour. After a seasonal 
lunch using local produce, you will be given a short talk about 
colour in the home by Joa Studholme, international colour 
consultant to Farrow & Ball. You will also be able to take part in a 
painting workshop, led by local artist Sophie Coryndon, to create 
your own, Charleston-inspired, wooden tea tray to take home. 
Plus, there will be plenty of time to look around the beautiful 
walled gardens and browse the Charleston shop, which has a 
range of original ceramics, painted furniture, textiles, jewellery, 
clothes and new and rare books relating to Charleston and the 
Bloomsbury group, Tickets cost £55 and include a goodie bag, 

• To book, call 020 7439 5264 or send a cheque payable to 
Country Living to Susie Bates, Farrow & Ball event, 72 Broadwick 
Street, London W1F 9EP, stating which date you would prefer. 


Win a cycling holiday in France 

Award-winning tour operator Cycling for Softies has been helping 
people discover the delights of France for 30 years, with tailor- 
made itineraries in ten regions. This month, you could win a 
three-night break in a Michelin-starred, 12th-century chateau in 
the Loire Valley. The stay includes transfers from Tours or St Pierre 
des Corps station, buffet breakfasts and three five-course dinners 
with wine. You will also be able to explore the area on two wheels 
and enjoy wine tasting at a local vineyard. Plus, CL readers will 
receive a 15% discount on all 2011 holidays. Call 0161 248 8282 
or visit cyclingforsofties.co.uk, quoting CLMAG when booking. 

• To enter, call 0906 
757 8700*, or text CL 
CYCLING to 87088** 
followed by a space then 
your contact details, 
or send your details to 
GVCN LL09687, The 
Data Solutions Centre, 

Worksop S80 2RT.*** 

Closes 30 April 2011. 

TERMS AMD CONDITIONS This offer must be taken between 1 May and 1 October 2011. 
Trevel not included. The nearest airport is Tours (with flights from Stan. sled J. *Calls cost 77p 
per minute from BT landlines, plus network charges and should last no longer than 2 minutes. 
Calls from mobiles and other networks may cost more. "Texts oo&t £1 .50 plus your usud 
network operator rate. If you phone or text your entry after the advertised closing date, you 
will nut be entered but you will be charged. Winners will be selected at random after the 
closing date. Lines close midnight 30 April 2011. SP: Telecom Express telecomexpress.co.uk. 


Save on delicious British lamb 

What better way to celebrate the new season than with a 
succulent joint of British lamb? Devon meat producers Pipers 
Farm is offering CL readers a 15% discount on its delicious 
range, which also includes Red Ruby beef, pork from Wessex 

Saddleback pigs, goose and 
venison. Based in Cullompton 
near Exeter, Pipers Farm rears 
all its animals slowly without 
the use of additives and the 
meat is hung for up to a month 
to develop tenderness and 
flavour. For recipe ideas, visit 
pipe rsf a rm . co m/re c i pe s . 

• To order, call 01392 881380 
and quote the code Iiving4 or 
visit pipersfarm.com and enter 
the same code at the checkout 
to claim your discount. Offer 
is available from 10 March to 
30 April 2011, ^ 
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HOME SHADING 


CONSERVATORY BLINDS 




Appeal offers an extensive range of contemporary 
□nd traditional blinds for the conservatory and 
home, skilfully crafted from premium fabrics to 
meet your exact specifications Installed with 
expert precision, they enable you to control both 
light and temperature with ease* 

For a complimentary brochure, please call 

0800 612 9917 

Or visit 

www.appealshading.com 



THE 

POSHSHED 
COMPANY 


Bespoke Design Quality 



Posh Sheds are different. We design and build wooden 


sheds of the highest quality. Offering both a set range 


and bespoke design service, our sheds are built to last, 


extremely functional and above all look superb. 


'ZT 01568 702050 

www.theposhshedcompany.co.uk 


Is it time for a shed you can be proud of? 


www.downmaqaz.com 
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M AG A 2 1 N E 


EASY ENTERTAINING THIS SPRING 

Transform a tabic with cheery, country-style accessories 


STYLISH ACCESSORIES 

Brighten up your kitchen or dining table with this 
jolly country-style gingham tablecloth. Square 
napkins are available in the same bold check 
and matching tie-back seat cushions complete 
the look. Made from hard-wearing, yarn-dyed, 
woven cotton, these practical accessories 
look great, wash after wash. Available in a 
choice of red, green or blue, 

CL price from £6,99 (see right), plus £1.99 p&p 


Tablecloths 

CL PRICE 

137cm x 137cm 

£7.99 

137cm x 178cm 

£9.99 

137cm x 229cm 

£12.99 

178cm x 229cm 

£14.99 

152cm round 

£9.99 

is (45cm x 45cm) 

£6.99 

seat pads (35.5cm x 38cm) 

£22.99 



PERFECT PICNIC TABLE 

Great for entertaining both indoors 
and out, this table can seat up to 
eight people but folds away quickly 
for easy storage. The practical 
plastic wipe-clean top and steel 
folding legs make it ideal for 
springtime picnics. It measures 
75cm x 76cm x 183cm and folds 
down to lOom x 76cm x 92cm. 

CL price £44,99 (usually £59.99), 
plus £3.99 p&p 


:l call 0845 
1 66 4024* and quote 
CLV91 r or send a 
cheque, made payable 
to Country Living, to 
Country Living Outdoor 
Dining Offer CLV91, 

PO Box 250, Rochester, 
Kent ME1 9AJ. Or buy 
online at allaboutyou 
shop.com/clv91.** 0 

TERMS AMD CONDITIONS Subject to 
avails bill Ly. Please allow up to 21 days for 
delivery. Offer available to UK main lard 
only. For overseas orders, please call for 
a quotation. II dissatisfied, relnrn unused 
within seven days for a full refund. '"Calls 
(o OS 45 numbers will cost no more than 
4p per minute from a BT land fine. Calls 
from mobiles and other networks may 
cost more. Supply and fulfilment of orders 
byTiinscris Ltd, PO Bo* 250, Rochester, 
Kent ME1 9AJ. 


allqboutyoushop.com 
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SAVE ON BEAUTIFUL 
SANDERSON BED LINEN 

Freshen up your bedroom this spring with 
pretty bed linen in a charming floral print 

This eye-catching Camellia Blossom motif features stems of colourful 
camellias in deep pinks and warm coral hues with fresh green foliage 
on a fine aqua pinstripe background. The attractive design was inspired 
by an original Victorian pattern from the Sanderson archive. 

The single duvet set comes with one Oxford pillowcase, while 
double, king and superking sets come with two. Matching, lined 
curtains (measuring 168 cm x 183 cm) and quilted bedspreads are also 
available. Made from a linen-mix, all items are machine washable. 


TERMS AWD CONDITIONS Subject to availability. Please allow up Lo 21 days lor delivery. 
Oiler available lo UK mainland only. For overseas orders, call lor a quoladon. II dissatisfied, 
return unused within seven days lor a lull refund. # C&H& to 0845 numbers will cost no more 
than 4p per minute trum a BT landline; calls from 
mobiles and other networks may cost more. 

Supply and fulfilment of orders by Tim sorts Lid r 
PO Box 250, Rochester, Kent ME1 9AJ. 


al Iaboutyoushop.com 


Duvet set 

CL PRICE 

USUALLY 

SAVING 

Single 

£29.99 

£59,99 

£30 

Double 

£44.99 

£89.99 

£45 

King 

£59.99 

£119.99 

£60 

Superking 

£74.99 

£149.99 

£75 

Bedspreads 




Single 

£74.99 

£149.99 

£75 

Double 

£39.99 

£179 99 

£90 

King 

£99.99 

£199.99 

£100 

Curtains 

£59.99 

£119.99 

£60 


call 0845 166 4024* and quota CLV92, 
or sand a cheque, made payable to Country Living, 
to Country Living Camellia Blossom Offer CLV92, 
PO Box 250, Rochester, Kent ME1 9AJ. Or buy 
online at allaboutyoushopxom/clv92 i ** t> 
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Nothing similar is quite the same. 


, Jim 

Lawrence 

HAN L>LKAf ILD IIOML tURNIMIINiii 


Lighting Curtain Poles Soft Furnishings Furniture Ironwork 

Call 0844 414 1615, email sales@jim-lawrence.co.uk or visit www.jim-lawrence.co.uk 
Showroom at The Ironworks, Lady Lane Industrial Estate, Hadleigh, Suffolk, IP7 6BQ 




SAVE £139 ON AN EASY-TO-USE 
TOYOTA SEWING MACHINE 

Enjoy making your own soft furnishings, clothes and craft projects 
with this versatile sewing machine for on ly £99.99 (usual ly £239) 

Suitable for both experienced 
seamstresses and beginners, this 
simple-to-use Toyota SPA15R sewing 
machine is ideal for a range of tasks, 
including creating soft furnishings, 
making craft projects or running up 
your own clothes. The single-dial 
control enables you to select from 
1 5 different stitch types and the built-in 
Quick Adviser means you don't need 
to refer to the manual for guidance. 

Other features include a safe, quick 
bobbin-winding system, a top-loading 
bobbin with automatic thread, take-up, 
transparent cover and wide sewing area. 

Price includes free extension table 
for larger projects, worth £22, and a 
three-year guarantee. CL price £99.99 
(usually £239), plus £2,99 p&p 





l call 0845 166 
4024* and quote CLV93 
or send a cheque, made 
payable to Country Living, 
to Country Living Sewing 
Machine Offer CLV93, 

PO Box 250, Rochester, 
Kent ME1 9AJ. Or place 
an order online at allabout 
youshop.com/clv93/* t> 

TERMS A MD CONDITIONS Subject to 
availability Please allow up to 21 days for 
delivery. Offer available to UK mainland 
only. For overseas orders, please calf for 
a quotation. If dissatisfied, return unused 
within seven days for a full refund. ‘Calls 
to 0845 numbers will cost no more than 
4p per minute from a BT landline; calls 
from mobiles and other networks may 
cost more. Supply and fulfilment of 
orders by Timscris Ltd, PO Box 250. 
Rochester, Kent ME1 9AJ. 


ahaboci tyciushop.com 
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ARCHITECTURE IK GLASS 

/a M - 

Designers and manufacturers of handmade 

Conservatories, Orangeries, Poolhouses and Roof Lanterns 

Jrer\wljuLo?r 

www.glasshouses.com design@glasshouses.conn The Workshop Bhckntsc Hampshire GU34 4PX 

For your inspirational portfolio please call 01420 520009 



Jennings of Tewkesbury 
specialise in the finest 
oriental rugs and carpets 


The magic and 
the mystery of 
the Orient: 
its art, culture 
and ancient 
history arc all 
captured in 
the enduring 
beauty and 
hand- woven 
craftsmanship 
of traditional 
Oriental rugs 
and carpets. 


We travel far and wide 
to find Lhe best examples 
and carefully select 
individual rugs and 
carpets from established 
weavers who use 
vegetable-dyed hand-spun 
wool or ihe finest silk 

So, come and see our 
exquisite selection for 
yourself. Our period 
Tudoi shop ks only a 
stone's throw from 
Tewkesbury Abbey. We'll 
be delighted to see you , 
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J W Jennings 10 Church Street,Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire GL20 SPA 

Telephone: 01684 292 033 www.jenningsrugs.co.uk 
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GREAT MEALS 
IN MINUTES 

Make light work of preparing 
a range of delicious dishes with 
the iconic Magimix 4200 

A favourite with keen cooks and professional 
chefs, the Magimix 4200 food processor has 
been designed with a host of helpful features 
to make food preparation easy and enjoyable. 
Ideal for liquidising, chopping, slicing or 
kneading and with a soup capacity of 
1.3 litres, the mixer has a shatterproof 
three-litre Lexan bowl, a mini and midi 
bowl, stain less-steef Sabatier blades and 
discs, a dough blade and spatula, as well 
as a citrus press and egg whisk. In addition, 
there is a free Magimix recipe book, full of 
tempting dishes to inspire you. Each machine 
comes with a 12-year motor and three-year 
parts guarantee. Available in a choice of 
stylish white, chrome or satin finishes. 

• White £199.99 (plus £3.99 p&p) 

• Chrome £219.99 (plus £3.99 p&p) 

• Satin £229.99 (plus £3.99 p&p) 


call 0845 166 4024* and quote CLV94, 
or send a cheque, made payable to Country Living, 
to Country Living Food Processor Offer CLV94, 

PO Box 250, Rochester, Kent ME1 9AJ. Or place 
your order online at ailaboutyoushop.com/clv94.** [> 

TIRMS AND CONDITIONS Subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for 
delivery. Offer available to UK mainland only. For overseas orders, please call fora 
quotation, If dissatisfied, return unused within seven days for a full refund. '"Calls 
to 0845 numbers will cost no more than 4p per minute from a RT landline; calls 
from mobiles and other networks may cost more. Supply and fulfilment of orders 
byTimscris Ltd, PO Box 250, Rochester, Kent ME1 9AJ. 


KEEP HOME-BAKED TREATS FRESH 

Perfect for storing your homemade cakes 
and puddings, this clear, airtight plastic 
12,6-litre cake box is ideal for large round 
or square cakes. There is a handy date dial 
so that you can keep an eye on how many 
days have elapsed since baking day and it 
has a useful inbuilt carry handle and 
a freshness tray inside, which 
allows the cake to be 
lifted off the base of 
the box easily. It 
is dishwasher-, 
microwave- and 
freezer-safe, 

CL price £18.50 
(usually £21.50), 
plus £1.99 p&p, 


alla bputyoushop.com 
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01384 296611 

email:info@primeoak.co.uk the finest oak framed buildings 

ZT i I MADE fN ENGLAND 

www.primeoak.co.uk 

2011 FREE IDEAS BOOK Benelux +32 9 220 20 SO info@primeoak.be 








QUALITY HOME INSURANCE 
TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 


Adrian Hux o%' a ful range d heme irsuirrce gower zo aw-iers o : higher vslue properties and the r corrects 
Our Hone and Contents cover wi ! rna<e s jne that > , our property s adecoatdy covered r the event of a rmshao 
ell at s competitive price. 

Our policies can offer 

■ Honse emergency rower inrturfng parts 

■ Total Ley cover including cars and workplace keys 

■ Dcd rated private dierrts fine with experienced staff 

■ Listed buildings cr rnyv-^Landad cons .ruction cover 


FREEPHONE 0800 089 5551 


Qto^tns hou*s: Hon to M £j* 


ADRIAN FLUX 


adrianflux.co.uk/HNW 

Auilprpcid and fiog Jaitotf t/f thD firijntsjl Aythofry 
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Enjoy a two-night stay with treatments and meals 
for the special price of £31 8.50 per person 

Treat yourself to a relaxing stay at Rag dale Hall Health Hydro and Thermal Spa in the 
beautiful Leicestershire countryside. Unwind in the main pool, indulge in one of a range 
of pampering treatments or invigorate your senses in the Thermal Spa, with a choice of 
12 luxurious heat and water experiences. Visit ragdalehall.co.uk for more information on 
facilities and treatments. Country Living readers will pay just £318.50 per person (usually 
£490) for a two-night break. The exclusive package includes: 


Check-in at 3pm into a superior room/ 
twin/double/triple for two nights 
Two 40-minute treatments each: 
choose from body massage, prescription 
facial, custom manicure or moisturising 
lavender body treatment 
Full use of spa facilities, plus the 
Thermal Spa, all classes and gym 
Free Elemis gift worth £26.90 per 
person, which contains Exotic Cream 


Moisturising Mask (15ml}, Papaya 
Enzyme Peel (15m!), Re hydrating 
Rosepetal Cleanser (50ml) and 
Rehydrating Ginseng Toner {50ml} 

All meals during your stay (breakfast, 
lunch and three-course dinner) 
Skincare consultation (suitable 
for men, too} 

1 5% off additional Elemis treatments 
i Late check-out at 2pm 


I 1 — T 


K call 01664 433013* and 
quote ref Country Living April 11 
when booking to claim your discount, 
or visit ragdalehai.co.uk/cLcfm.** D> 




SAVE 35% ON A LUXURY SPA 
BREAK AT RAGDALE HALL 


f allaboufyoushop.com 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS This offer is subject to availability. Break must be taken hefore 23 December 201 1. Offer is based on two people 
sharing a superior iwin/double/triple room for [wo nighis. Cannot he used in conjunction with any ocher offer. Offer is valid Sunday to 
Thursday only. Over 16s only. Supply and fulfilment of hookings is with Ragdale Hall Health Hydro, Ragdale Village, Melton Mowhray. 
Leicestershire LEM 3PB. 'Calls are charged at the standard BT landline rate. Calls from mobiles and other networks may cost more. 
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POTS ♦ AND « PITHOi 


esTA61tSHtJt IMS 

THE WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF CRETAN TERRACOTTA POTS 

s • ’ " v c'Vi 

IsiP -***AtfiSiR 


CALL FOR A BROCHURE, VISIT US OR SHOP 
ONLINE: WWW.POTSANDPITHOI.COM 


The Bams, East Street, Turners Hill. West Sussex RH10 4QQ 
Tel: 01342 714793 Email: into® potsandpithoi.com 



To Ha jntt rihr Ql 

Cwl&iwer Tret Gfmn 
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Buy 3 for 2 Instant Impact Trees delivered to 
your door at www.barcham.co.uk from the 
UK’s largest grower of containerised trees. 

Heate Li.ve code 0.342 at checkout Lu claim your discount 

tor larger requirements check out our fantastic 1 1 0 rate 1 "! ^ ^ || jjj^ 

idiqjhonc 01353 720^50 or visit www.barcluiii.ai.Lik \ I I ' I 
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Barcham 

TIk- Tree $p«c*altet$ 



TOP QUALITY, PERSONAL SERVICE 

and at sensible prices 



Garden furniture in sustainable TEAK 


Receive a free picnic table or teak cheese board with 
your order (low minimum order values apply) 
Visit: www.waIkham.co.uk 
or call free NOW: 0800 298 8076 
for our brochure and price list 


Walkharn Teak® Ltd 

Walkhampton, Devon 

PL20 6LW Member of The Forest Trust 


"JjaiokSSS'' 

■ WALKHAM 



An array of beautiful hand made, unique and distinctive pieces, 
from elegant bedroom suites and French shabby due furniture, 
through to the most delicately fashioned objer d’art. 

To furnish an entire house or just {fcZr/ t/?at tom/. 
w\TO'. thefrenchfurniturecompany.co.uk Call 08450 547 528 

£ 7 &e- ef'rmcA e hi/wttftre 
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SET AN ELEGANT 
TABLE WITH ROYAL 
WORCESTER CHINA 


Save up to £180 when buying more than 
one Royal Worcester 20 


Founded more than 250 years 
ago in 1751, Royal Worcester 
has established a well respected 
reputation for creating quality 
porcelain and bone china. This 
Classic Platinum 20-piece set 
is made from white porcelain 
and combines the elegance and 
simplicity of plain white with 
a distinctive smart platinum 
edging. Each set includes four 
plates (27c m) r four plates (21cm), 
four cereal bowls (17cm) and 
four teacups and saucers. As 
practical as it is decorative, the 
set is oven- and freezer- safe. 

Country Living readers can 
buy one set for £69.99 {usually 
£155, saving £85) and two sets 
for £129.98 (usually £310, saving 
£180). Increase your service with 
four side plates (17cm), a sugar 
box and creamer and four mugs. 
Please add £1.99 p&p per order. 


aliaboutyoushop.com 



ITEMS CL PRICE USUALLY SAVING 


20-piece set 

£69.99 

£155 

£85 

2 x 20-piece set 

£129.98 

£310 

£180 

Set of four 17cm plates 

£22.99 

£24.99 

£2 

Sugar box and creamer 

£24.99 

£29.99 

£5 

Set of four china mugs 

£24.99 

£29,99 

£5 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS Subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for 
delivery. Offer available to UK mainland only. For overseas orders, please call for a 
quotation. If dissatisfied, return unused within seven days for a full refund. * Calls to 
0845 numbers will cost no more than 4p per minute from a BT landline; calls from 
mobiles and other networks may cost more Supply and fulfilment of orders by 
Tirriscris Ltd, PG Box 25G r RoCb ester, Kent ME1 9A.J. 


call 0845 

166 4024* and quota 
CLV95, or send a cheque, 
made payable to Country 
Living, to Country Living 
Royal Worcester Offer 
GLV95, PO Box 250, 
Rochester, Kent IV! El 
9AJ. Or place your order 
online at allaboutyou 
shop.com/clv95.** t> 
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**BY SUP PLYING YDUft DETAILS, YOU CO NS ENT TO RECEIVING INFORMATION ON PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM OR IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE 
COMPANY LTD |NATMAG[. WE MAY ALSO PASS YOUR DETAILS TO CARE FOLLY SELECTED PARTNERS. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION FROM N ATM AG. 
PLEASE WRITE 'NO OFFERS" WHEN YOU SEND IN YOUR POSTAL ORDER. FOR NATMAG'S FULL DATA POLICY: PLEASE VISIT NATMAGS.CD.UK/DP 



"*BY SUPPLYING YOLFFt DETAILS. YOU CONSENT TO RECEIVING INFORMATION ON: PRODUCTS AND SERVICES THOM OR IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE COMPANY LTD |N ATMAGK WE MAY ALSO PASS YOUR DETAILS TO CAREFULLY SELECTED 
PARTNERS. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION FROM NATMAG. PLEASE WRITE 'NO OFFERS' WHEN YOU SEND IN YOUR POSTAL OROER. FDR NATMAG'S FULL DATA POLICY, PLEASE VISIT WWW.NATMAGS.CO. UK 'OP 
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Order 


our 


Re-create the Country Living look in your own home this season with 
the three fresh and stylish designs from our new spring range 


men 


«#t 


w 

“4 




VINTAGE RIBBON Pure cotton percale decorated 
with delicate and charming f loral ribbonwork. 


VINTAGE LINEN Linen-rich throw and cushion VINTAGE ROSE Inspired by an old French print, this design features a fine shirt stripe 

cover with seal loped -edge lace embroidery. overlaid with a floral bouquet in an elegant raspberry red on crisp cotton percale. 


PRODUCT 

VINTAGE ROSE 

VINTAGE RIBBON 

VINTAGE LINEN 

(pure cotton percale) 

(pure cotton percale) 

(linen mix) 

Single duvet cover 

£65 

£65 

n/a 

Double duvet cover 

£75 

£75 

n/a 

King duvet cover 

£85 

£85 

n/a 

Superking duvet cover 

£95 

£95 

n/a 

Oxford pillowcase (pair) 

£30 

£34 

n/a 

Standard pillowcase (pair) 

n/a 

£34 

n/a 

Cushion cover (3Gcm x 40cm) 

£11 

£17 

n/a 

Throw (110cm x 200cm) 

n/a 

n/a 

£45 

Cushion cover (30cm x 50cm) 

n/a 

n/a 

£13 


To view the full range, visit www.designerbedlinen.co, uk 


TO ORDER Call 0845 1 66 4024* 
and quote reference CLV108, or 
send a cheque made payable to 
Country Living to: Country Living 
Bedding, PO Box 250 r Rochester, 
Kent ME1 9AJ, or visit www. 
allaboutYoushop.com/CLV 1 08 .** 
Offer closes 31 July 20 1 1 . -4 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Subject to availability. Please allow up tu 21 days 
for delivery. Offer available to Uk mainland only. For 
overseas orders, please call for a quotation on postage. 

If dissatisfied, return unused within seven days for a full 
refund. *BT land line calls will cost no more than 4p per 
minute Calls from mobiles and other networks may cost 
more. Supply and fulfilment of orders by Timscris Ltd, 

PO Box 250, Rochester, Kent N/1E1 OAJ. 
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TRAVEL OFFERS 


DISCOVER 
USA AND 
CANADA 

With savings of up 
to ,£640 per couple 

BEST OF CANADA'S WEST AND 
A LUXURY ALASKAN CRUISE 

20 days from £2,879 per person 
{includes 36 meals}. Departures 
from May to August 2011. 

Visit the beautiful city of Vancouver then 
head to the stunning Rocky Mountain 
Parks [a UNESCO World Heritage Area) 
to experience the enchanting lakes, 
rugged peaks and varied wildlife of this 
region, before a spectacular seven -night 
Alaskan cruise. Tour highlights include 
Whistler, Banff and Lake Louise, 




BEST OF THE CANYON LANDS 

8-day, fully escorted tour from 
£1,215 per person (includes 
8 meals). Departures from 
May to October 2011 , 

Starting in Denver, a vibrant city 
surrounded by the breathtaking 
Rocky Mountains, the tour then 
crosses the Continental Divide, 
travelling through scenic 
mountain resorts and Native 
American Indian lands. Visit the 
awe-inspiring iconic sandstone 
formations of Monument Valley 
on the Utah-Arizona border, see 
the famous locations used for 
Western films and explore Las 
Vegas at your leisure. Highlights 
include Vail, Arches National 
Park and the Grand Canyon. 


Both trips include: 

• Return scheduled flights from 
London (from other airports in the 
UK on payment of a supplement} 

• Private return transfers to your 
airport in the UK^ 

• Luxury air-conditioned coaches 
with reclining seats 

• First-class accommodation 

• All hotel service charges 
and baggage handling 

• Services of a Tour Director 


Jf 

jr oveis hop oikwjctp 


TO BOOK and for further 
details, call 0845 678 4639* 
and quote CLMRO001 or visit 
milestonestours.com/cl ** 


To book or request a brochure, call 

0845 678 4639 * 

and quote CLMROOOI or visit 
mflestonestours.com/cl 


Terms and conditions Prices are per person based on two sharing a twin/double room and 
include flights, transfers and accommodation. Savings based on 10% of tour cost shown in 
brochure. Prices shown in offer include discount, t Door-to-door transfers valid if you live 
within 100 miles of the airport of your choice. Only available on new bookings from 1-30 
April 2011 and cannot be claimed retrospectively. Cannot be combined with the standard 
Pay in Full Discount featured on page 14 of the Milestones brochure. These holidays are 
operated by Milestones Tours ABTA Y0569- ATOL 9774, a company which is independent 
of The Mational Magazine Company. *Calls to 0845 numbers will cost no more than 4p per 
minute from a BT landline, calls from mobiles and other networks may cost more. 
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**BY SUPPLYING YOUR DETAILS. YOU CONSENTTO RECEIVING INFORMATION ON PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM OR IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE 
COMPANY LTD(NATMAG). WE MAY ALSO PASS YOUR DETAILS TO CAREFULLY SELECTED PARTNERS. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION FROM NATMAR 
PLEASE WRITE 'NO OFFERS' WHEN YOU SEND IN YOUR POSTAL ORDER. FOR NATMAG'S FULL DATA POLICY, PLEASE VISIT NATMASSiSP.UK/DP 









I S.tTftE ONLY RENOVATORS AUTHORISED 
BY AOA RANGEMAfeTEh P LC 


-New' larger 
showroom 



Renovated AGAs (all fuels inc 
f3amp electric), Rayburns. 
Falcons, Rangemasters, 
Mercury, woodstoves 
& AGA Cookshop 




AGAs... child’s play 


Units C3-C5, Brunei RdNMarches Trade Br B 
Leominster Enterprise Park, Herefordshire, HR6 OLX 

Tel 0845 217 8299 www.twyford-cookers.com 



CHINASEARCH 

irtSR 


Replacement China Gifts 
Vintage Tea 


chineasearch.co.uk | chinasearch-new.co.uk 
Tel: 01926 512402 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR Country Living READERS 

MAGAZINE 



GET 6 FREE ISSUES OF 

House Beautiful 

Great reasons to subscribe 

★ Pay just £20.40 for 1 2 issues, 

saving 50%* on the cover price 

★ Year-round advice and inspiration 
for your home 

★ FREE delivery every month 

★ Never miss an issue 


www.natmagsubs.co.uk/hb/XA41 

© 0844 848 1601 


JUST 

£ 1 . 7 r ' 

v - an i s£ 


Terms and conditions: This offer is valid for UK subscriptions only. All orders will be acknowledged 
and you will be advised of commencement issue within 14 days. This offer cannot be used in 
conjunction with dry other subscription offer and doses t April 201 1 . The minimum subscription 
term e$ 12 issues. Unis subscription may not include promotional items packaged with the 
magazine, for subscription enquiries, please call 0844 £48 5203**. Overseas subscription rates are 
£54.00 airmail to Europe and Eire and £55.99 airmail to the rest of the world. For overseas orders 
please visit wv,w,qLahtymag3zine5.co.uk AH information 15 correct at time of going to press. The 
normal cost of 12 issues is £46.80 based on a basic cover price of £3.40. ’‘All savings are based on 
the basic cover price of £3.40. 







competition 


This month, we're offering readers the chance to win £50,000 for a vintage-style trailer 


WIN £50,000 FOR 
AVINTAGE TRAILER 

Travel in style and comfort while 
exploring the countryside in an iconic 
caravan. Plus, Airstream trailers have 
an aerodynamic shape that it is easy 
to tow and will save on fuel. 

CALL 0906 555 5650* OR 
TEXT CL AIR TO 87088** 

and you will receive two texts in 
return containing the winning 
numbers. If one of these numbers 
matches the one on the front cover 
of the magazine, you've won. See 
below for postal-entry details.*** 
FIRST PRIZE £50,000 cash to spend, 
plus ten runner-up prizes of £500. 


WIN £10,000 
CASH TO SPEND 

Our second prize is £10,000 cash that 
can be spent as you please -treat your 
family to the holiday of a lifetime, 
renovate or extend your home or pay 
off a portion of your mortgage. 

CALL 0906 555 5651 * OR 
TEXT CL WIN TO 87088** 

and you will receive two texts in 
return giving the winning numbers. 

If one of these matches the one on 
the front cover of the magazine, 
youVe won. See below for postal- 
entry details.*** 

FIRST PRIZE £10,000 cash to spend, 
plus ten runner-up prizes of £500. 


TO FfIMD OUT IF YOU'VE WON 

£50,000 to spend on an Airstream trailer 
check your lucky number on the cover of 
this issue, then call the prize line given to 
hear the winning numbers reserved for the 
£50,000 cash and the ten £500 runner-up 
prizes. If your lucky number matches any 
of those we provide, you've won. 

£10,000 cash to spend as you please, 
check your lucky number on the cover of 
this issue, then call the prize line given to 
hear the winning numbers reserved for the 
£10,000 cash prize and the ten £500 runner- 
up prizes. If your lucky number matches 
any of those we provide, you've won. 


♦ To find a range of beautiful Airstream 
trailers, visitairstreameurope.co.uk and 
vintages i rstreams .co.uk. 


*€ ails cost £ 1 .02 per minute from BT landings and should last no Conger than 3 minutes. ‘ ’Text entries dost ELM per message; you'll receive two messages per prne line. Total dost to enter via SM S is £3 plus, your standard nelwar* chaff; e Prize claims If you have a winn mg 
number, take e photocopy of Use front cover of your April isste of CotontrY living Va^ezine I keep the original &afe|. Send the dopy with revering letter toy recorded deli vary to Emma Harding, DtnmEry Living April Claim, Telecom Express, PQ BOX 5639 London W1 A2HN lo arrive 
no later than 9 May Mil Postal eniryrTu receive a list of winning numbers by post' send an sae lo Country Living, April Inkjet PC Bos 10220, Sutton Cald'field, B?6 IZhtD arrive by 15 April MR You will need to send ansae per prize line, No purdhase necessary. Fora free 
front cover send an sac to Country Living April Eo the above PO Bos; address, to* arrive by 15 April 2011. Entries submitter; via consolation organisations will not toe accepted. Rules of entry. Competition dieses midnight 3D. Apri 1 2D11. Entrants must be ever IB. No entrant may 
wm mere than one prise. Prize claims will not toe accepted afterS May 20 11. Proof of posting is not proof of receipt Claimants must supply ibek original magazine cover on request. The Dofnpetillanls open to residents of the UK {including Northern reland I Employees l&nd 
relatives] otThe Mortal Magazine Company, Telecom Express and- associated companies ere not eligible Eo enter. The winner must be willing to take part in pest event publicity if necessary. The NetionaJ Magazine Company retains the discretion not to award prizes to 
Claimants lor consortiums! who in the opinion of the National Ma-pazme Company, have not entered into the spirit of the competition. Should more prizes be claimed than are available in any prize category for any reason or claimed as a result of a technical error, a simple draw 
may take place for the prize. The judges' Including the editor's! decision is final- Images are for representational purpesas only. Data protection " "By entering you agree that The National V.agazine Company Ltd. directly, nr via its agents, may contact you by maN, o mail 
S MS or phone with offers, products and services reflecting your preferences, It yat: don't want uflers from The National Magazine Company at the bme of entering text 0UT1; if you don't want offers from third parties send 0UT2. Fwmir data policy, see nalmags co uk% 
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TINSMITHS 
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8A HIGH ST. LEDBURY. HRS I DS 01531 632083 

www.tinsmiths.co.uk/ughting 


HERITAGE! 

Tl Rt SURROUNDS s r t> x h w o r h s R 




THOMAS CRAPPER& Co. 
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Dream Playhouses 




|7 



mi 

1 . 

HIM 

l ' r A L, AjM 

1 

193 iW 

Sr 


Children love a garden playhouse. 

It’s their space, a place where they 
and their friends can let their imagination run free. 


We crate playhouses, castles, andtreehouses to delight your children 
4nd fit in with the contours of your garden AH are made to the highest 
quality standards by our skilled craftsmen in our workshops. 


There ane hundreds of designs to inspire at our webs le 
or call us today to make a dream come true. 

Tel: 01 568 709103 the 

www, th eplayhous ecom party, co. uk 



Delivery and rotalatlen 
-vtywhcm m the UK and Funope 


p ayhouse 

company. 








The economical heat storage cooker 


13 amp electric.. .flueless and controllable Auaiiahie 
of sizes from 60 to 15Qcm$. Call us on 01463 8% u ±o. 


range 


Everhot Cookers, Goaiey Mill, Coaley, D;jrsley,Glos. GUI SOS 
www.everhot.co.uk 




Mother’s Day Bouquets 

Treat your Mother to a glorious bouquet of luxury cut roses 
from David Austin by post, priced from £39,95, Un like other cut 
roses. David Austin's noses open into perfectly formed rosettes or 
cupped blooms. Each rose bouquet is individually created and 
hand-tied by our florists and is delivered by courier in a David 
Austin gift box. 


To receive a bouquet in time for Mother’s Day, place your order 
by noon on Thursday 3 1 st March for standard next day delivery. 
Saturday deliveries are available for a £ 1 0 surcharge. Visit our 
website to explore the collection. 


David Austin® Roses 

Bowling Green Lane. A Ibrighton. Wolverhampton 
WV7 3HB Telephone: 01 902 376 301 

www.davidaustinroses.com 



Damp proofing without 
the mess of replastering 


Preserving your home 
the natural way. 

DAMP is a creeping menace that 
affects thousands of homes across the 
UK, 

It ruts woodwork and carpets, peels 
wallpaper and causes fungus and 
mould growth on walls, 

During spring, as the weather warms 
up these symptoms may be less 
obvious in your home. However, 
delaying treatment could pose risks to 
your health and property. 

Holland Damp Proofing is a breath of 
fresh air that can permanently rid your 
home of the scourge of damp. 

No chemicals, no mess and no 
replastering your property dries 
out... and stays dry for good. The idea 
is simple; draw uut the moisture and 
the damp will disappear! 

The Holland Damp Proof System® 
involves a series of small damp- 
regulating bricks which neatly fit into 


specially prepared niches in the 
external walls of your home, close to 
the ground. 

These cleverly allow air lo flow into 
the brick chambers and out again 
circulating airflow through the inside 
of the wall which evaporates the 
moisture, drying out the wall and 
allowing it to breathe. 

Holland's no-ehanicals system is 
mess- free, and as the work is 
completed from die outside, there is no 
need to replaster. 

It can be used on most types of wall 
(including stone) and combines 
perfectly with cavity wall insulation. 
And we are so confident that it works 
we Ml give you a 20 year guarantee, 
so you can have total peace of mind. 
Branches cover all UK mainland. 


©olland 

^i^^Damp Proofing 


Contact Holland Damp Proofing on 

freephone 0808 155 2571 or visit www.dampprooftng.com 




Get creative at 
•www. aUaboutyou. com 
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Win A £150 GIFT CARD 
WITH RED LETTER DAYS 


20% off CLOTHING 
AT GRAY AND OSBOURN, PLUS, 
WIN £200- WORTH OF VOUCHERS 


Win £200 TO SPEND ON 

THE NEW HOME AND GARDEN 
RANGE AT SAINSBURY'S 


I f you’re in search of fresh ideas for Easter, 
visit our website -allahoutyou.com/ 
country! ivi ng - where you will fi nd 
everyth i ng you need for a handmade 
celebration, and many more projects in the 
craft section. Plus, ifyou dream ofturningyour 
hobby into a business, enter our Kitchen Table 
Talent Awards and wi n expert help. We wi 1 1 
also be holding a celebrity 
craft auction on eBay, where 
one-off pieces from some 
of Britain’s best designers 
will be available. Find out 
more and view the auction 
at allaboutyou.com/talent. 
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To keep in touch with what's happening at Country Living Magazine and talk to 
other readers about your favourite topics, visit www.allaboutyou.com/countryliving 


allaboutyou 


smart women click here 
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Brunei cast iron bath 30% diSCOUflt 
was £3599 inc VAT now £2519 inc VAT 

^ri order online at 
www.astonmatthews.co.uk 

visit our showroom 
1 4 1 - 1 47A Essex Road 
Islington, London N1 2SN 

020 7226 7220 
sales@astonmatthews.co.uk 


,-£s t 6V-. 
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Where to buy 


El Accessorize 020 3372 3000; 
accessorizexom E. Anna French 
at The Bradley Collection 020 
7737 6555; anna1rench.co.uk. 

13 Baileys 01989 561931; 
baiieyshomeandgarden.com SI. 

Bell Tent 07830 355993; belltent. 
co.uk O. Bennison 020 7730 8076; 
bennisonfabrics.com. Bettys 
01423 314008, bettys.co.uk E. 

Blue Ribbons 020 8941 1591; 
blucribbons co.uk E. The Braided 
Rug Company 01654 767248; 
braided-mg.co.uk E. Burford 
Garden Company 01993 823117; 
burford.co.uk El. 

G] Cabbages & Roses 020 7352 
7333; cabbagesandroses.com IS. 
Chair works 020 8247 3700; 
chairworks info EL Clarke & Clarke 
01706 2420 1 0; da rke -cla rke .co.uk. 
The Cleft Gate Company 01296 
730930; deftgate.co.uk IS. 

Q] Debenha ms 0844 800 8877; 
debenhams.com El. Decorative 
Country Living 01400 273632; 
decorativecountryliving.com 23. 
Dee Ruddy 01794323020; deepuddy 
CO.uk E. Designers Guild 020 7893 
7400; desigrtersguild.com E. 
Dotcom grftshop 020 8746 2473; 
dotcomgiftshop.com E. 

0 eBay ebay.com E. El an bach 
01874 754631; efanbadi.com E. 
Emily Read ett- Bailey 01400 281563; 
emilyreadettbayley.com E. The 
Essentials Company 01379 608899; 
essentialscompany.co.uk E. 

19 Farrow & Ball 01202 876141; 
farrow-ball.com E. Forma 020 
8646 3883; formahouse.co.uk E, 

E Gap 00 800 0600 6666, thegap. 
co.uk E. Garden Trading 0845 
608 4448; gardentrading.co.uk E. 
Ill Harlequin 0845 123 6815; 
harlequin.uk.com. Hob by Craft 
01202 596100; hobbycraft.co.uk E. 
B Ian Sanderson 01635 33188; 
iansanderson.co.uk E, Ikea 0845 
355 1141; ikea.com/gb/en E. 

H Jane Asher 020 7584 6177; 
janeasher.com E. Jane Beck 
Welsh Blankets 01570 493149; 
welshblankets.co.uk E. Jane 
Churchill 020 7493 2231; 
janechurchill.com. Jane Means 
01522 548900; janemeans.com E. 


John Lewis 0845 604 9049; 
johnfewis.com E. 

13 The Kew Gardener 020 8948 
1 422 ; kc wga rden e r. com . 

H Lauren Denney 07979 855240; 
leurendenney.com. Liberty 020 
7734 1234; liberty.co.uk E. 

Linen Me 020 8133 3853; I men me. 
com EL Unum at North light 
01865 248850; north! ightdesign. 
co.uk E. The Long Room 020 
8392 4966. 

BE Marquis & Dawe 01925 76761 1; 
marquisanddawe.co.uk E. 

IS Nutscene 01307 468589; 
nutscene.com E, 

IE Odd 01993 830674; oddlimltcd. 
com E, Olicana 01484 847666; 
olfcana.co.uk E. The Orchard 
0845 643 0363; theorchard 
homcandgifts.com E. 

13 Pa per chase 0161 835 9935; 
paperchase.co.uk E. Pedlars 
01330 850400; pedlars.co.uk E. 
Petersham Nurseries 020 8940 
5230; petershamnurseries.com E. 
Pimpernel & Partners 020 7731 
2448; pimpemelandpartners.co.uk. 
Primrose London 0118 945 9999; 
primrose-london.co.uk E. 

13 Ralph Lauren 020 7535 4600; 
ralphl 3 urenh 0 me.com. RE 01434 
634567; re -found objects .com E r 
Richard Dare 020 7722 9428; 
richarddare.com. Riedel 0844 
800 1143; rtedel.co.uk E. Romo 
01623 756699; romo.com. 

£) Sasha Waddell 020 8979 
9189; sashawaddell.co.uk E. 
Scandinavian Interiors 
Scandinavian interiors.co.uk 
E. Scumble Goosie 01453 
731305; scumblegoosie.cc.uk E. 
Sophie Conran 020 7724 5318; 
sophicconran.com E. 

The Stencil Library 01661 844844; 
stencil-library.co.uk E. St Jude's 
01263 587666; st-j udes.co.uk E. 
Summerill & Bishop 020 7229 
1337; summehllandbishop.com E, 
E3 Tissus d'Helene 020 7352 9977; 
tissusdhelene.co.uk. Toast 0844 
557 5200; toastxo.uk E. 

E The Vintage Gardener 07935 
783384; thevintagegardener.com 
E. V V Rouleaux 020 7224 5179; 
vvrouJeaux.com E. 


STANDARD COMPETITION RULES 

* Only one entry will be accepted per person. * Closing date for receipt of competition entries is given on 
the page. • The Competition is open only to UK residents ov^r the age of IS . • Entry to the competition and 
acceptance of the prize constitutes permission to use the winner's name for promotional purposes without 
additional consultation. • This competition is not open to employees of The National Magazine Company Ltd 
or Otar competition partners or their direct family members. • The prizewinners will be selected at random, 

or on the basis of their entry fas appropriate! by The National Magazine Company Ltd. • No purchase necessary 

• The prizewinners will be selected from the entries received by an independent panel. • Only the winners 
will be contacted personally A list of winners can be obtained by sending an see to CL Competition Winners, 

72 Br g a dwick Street, London WtF 9E.P. • Prizes most betaken as stated and cannot be deferred, though 

The National Magazine Co ltd reserves the right to Change the prizes in the event of onforeseen circumstances. 
There will be no cash alternative. * The National Magazine Company Ltd does not accept any responsibility for 
late or lost entries. Proof of sending is nut proof of receipt. • The National Magazine Company Ltd's decision is 
final in every situation, including any not covered above, and no correspondence will be entered into. • Entrants 
will he deemed to have accepted these rules and to have agreed to be bound by them. * The National Magazine 
Company Ltd shall he permitted te exclude any entrant at any time at its sole discretion. * Where The National 
Magazine Company Ltd runs a competition with a promoter such that the promoter is responsible for the selection 
and/or the provision pi prizes then The National Magazine Company Ltd shall not be responsible for or have any 
liability for the provision of such prizes. • If there is any conflict with these rules and the specific competition 
rules, then the latter take preference. These rules apply to all competitions in Country living Magazine 
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The bird man: artistic passioi 


Grow & Cook Tales and recipes from the allotment j Go with the flow Plan the 
perfect bathroom Escape to Snowdonia Where to go and what to do Dream homes 
Move to a converted mill j Your community needs you! Save your library 


SAVE 26% ON A 
SUBSCRIPTION TO CL 


Make sure that you never miss an 
issue of Country Living Magazine 

CoiviKVI.ivivi Save 26% * just £33 - 49 

^ or a w£c4e v ear 

- | Enjoy exclusive offers 

Free home delivery 

Call our hotline on 

0844 848 1601 quoting offer code SC46 


— 

Gardenspecfal 

Inspiring schemes and 




cm. 



Exclusive offers for 
CL subscribers 



Wi n a spa break in Yorkshire 

This month, one lucky subscriber will win a stay for two at Middlethorpe Hall & 
Spa, a 17th-century country house hotel set in 20 acres of beautiful grounds 
near York. The prize includes two nights in a deluxe suite, Champagne, dinner 
on one evening, two one-hour spa treatments plus full breakfast and use of the 
spa. If you are not lucky enough to win, you can stay at the hotel from £129 
per person per night, To book, call 0800 089 3929 and quote Country Living. 

• For a chance to win, call 0906 757 871 5*, text CL FOB to 87088** or send 
your details to GVCNLL09871, The Data Solutions Centre, Worksop S80 
2RT***. Closes 30 April 2011. For more details, visit prideofbritainliotels.com. 

Terms and conditions' Prize is subject to availability until end of November 201 t, SunrtayTbursday inclusive, 


Beautiful beehive necklace 

Award -winning British jeweller and 
CL Fair exhibitor Scarlett is offering 
subscribers this silver beehive 
necklace, usually £59, for the special 
price of £44 (plus p&p) - a generous 
25% discount. The intricately detailed 
hive is part of a collection by Scarlett 
that is designed to raise awareness of 
declining bee numbers. 

• To order, call 0845 833 1571 or 
visit scarlettjewellery.com to see 
the range, entering code CL1120 
at the checkout to claim your 
discount. Offer ends 30 ApriJ 2011. 


Scarlett is giving away two gold 
beehive necklaces (worth £225 each) to two lucky winners. For 
your chance to win, call 0906 757 8701*, or text CL SCARLETT 
to 87088** or send your details to GVCNLL09688, The Data 
Solutions Centre, Worksop S80 2RT**\ Closes 30 April 201 1 . 



Save 20% 
onecobags 

The Ludlow Bag 
Company creates 
handmade designer 
bags made using locally sourced or recycled 
materials - each one is unique. To mark the 
launch of its leather Vogue handbag (shown), 
lined with a complementary material, the 
company is offering a 20% discount on the 
entire range, so subscribers can buy this striking 
bag for £120 (normally £150) including p&p. 

• To view the range and to order, visit 
ludfowbagshop.co.uk and enter COUNTRY02 
at the checkout to claim your 20% discount. 
Offer ends 30 April 2011. 



Exclusive offer on home 
and garden collection 

Garden Trading designs and produces stylish and 
practical home and garden accessories. This month, it 
is giving CL subscribers a 20% discount on all garden 
potting benches and tables, which provide useful 
extra working and storage space, making pottering 
around your plot even more enjoyable. 

• For more information, visit gardentrading.co.uk 
or call 0845 608 4448 and enter the code CLSP11 
to claim your discount. Offer ends 30 April 2011, 



*Calls cost 77p per minute from BT landlines, plus network charges and should last no longer than 2 minutes. Calls from mobiles and other networks may cost more "Texts cost £1.50 plus your usual network operator rate. If you phone or text 
your entry after the advertised dosing date, yon wilt not be entered but you will be charged Winners will be selected at random after the dosing date. Lines dose at midnight 30 April 20 n. SP: Telecom Express 1tefecomexpress.co.ukl. 


www.downmaqaz.com 


### BY SUPPLYING YOUR DETAILS, YOU CONSENT TO RECEIVING INFORMATION ON PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM OR IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE COMPANY 
(NATMAfi}. OCCASIONALLY, WE MAY ALSO PASS YOUR DETAILS TO CAREFULLY SELECTED PARTNERS, IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION FROM NATMAG.. PLEASE WRITE ‘ 
NO OFFERS' WHEN YOU SEND IN YOUR POSTAL ENTRY OR TEXT 'NO OFFERS' WEEN ENTERING BY TEXT. FDR N ATM AG'S DATA POLICY. PLEASE VISIT N ATM AGS.CD.UK/ DP 




Extend or renew today 
and receive this bonus 


Dr Nick Lowe set 



The Dr Nick Lowe Anti Age 
range provides effective 
anti-ageing skincare- cleansing, 
nourishing and repairing the 
skin to keep it hydrated, protected 
and looking more youthful. It’s 
the ideal gift or present to yourself 
when you renewyour subscription 
to Country Living today. 
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Your gift includes 

• Cell Renew Dermabrasion Peel 

• Night Recovery Cream 

• Super Charged SPF15 Day Cream 

• Hydrating Foaming Cleanser 

• Double Duty SPri5 Hand Cream 


Great reasons to continue subscribing: 


• BONUS Dr Nick Lowe Anti Age set 

• SAVE 25%* on the full subscription rate - just 
£33.99 for a whole year of Country Living 

• EXCLUSIVE subscriber-only offers and discounts 
every month 

• FREE home delivery direct to your door 


Call our hotline below and quote offer code: RP33 

0844 848 160T 

Lines open weekdays 8arrv9.30pm; Saturdays Sanv4pm 

tit landline calls to 0044 numbers will cost no more than 5 pence pet minute: calls made from mobiles and other networks usually cost more. 

Extend or renew online 

www.qualitymagazines.co.uk/cl/RP33 

HURRY! This offer must close on 15 April 2011 


Country Living 

MAGAZINE 

RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 

YOUR DETAILS 

L Yes r I would like to extend my subscription 

to COUNTRY LIVING and receive my bonus 
Dr Nick Lowe set. 

Msf Miss/Mrs/Mr First name 

Surname 

Arid mss 


Postcode Dated b i rt h 

Hfflis Islsjjhmra iminUtfi 
t Mobile telephone number 

t.Er-maiLaddmss 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS (Please complete your details above, too) 
L" Yes, I would like to treat a friend, please send 
Country Living as a gift to the person below 
and send me my bonus Dr Nick Lowe set 

M s / M iss/ M rs/Mr F i rst n ame 

Surname 

Address 


Postcode 


PAYMENT DETAILS 

■ I enclose a cheque made payable to Country Living 
magazine for £33.99 or please debit my: 

□ Mastercard □ Visa □ Amex 

j Delta □ Maestro 

(Maestro only) 

□□□□ □□□□ □□ 

Expiry date Valid from Issue no (Maestro only) 


Siprvilurft Dare 


Terms and Conditions: This offer is valid for UK subscriptions only. All orders will 
be acknowledged and you will be advised of commencement issue within 14 
days. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other subscription offer 
and cEoses 15 April 2011, The minimum subscription term is 12 months. This 
subscription may not include promotional items packed with the magazine. Gift is 
subject to availability. Free gift is limited to the first 250 orders only. Overseas 
subscription Tates are £60,99 airmail to Europe and Eire and £62.99 airmail to the 
rest of the world. For overseas orders please visit qualrtyma 9 a 2 ines.co.uk. Please 
allow 2 B days tor gift delivery. For subscription enquiries, please call 0044 B4B 
5203. All information is correct at time of going to press. The normal cost of 12 
issues is £45.60 based on a basic cover price of £3.80. *AH savings are based on 
the basic cover price of £3.00. By supplying your e-mail address/mobile number, 
you are happy to receive products and services via e-m ail/3 MS from or in 
association with The National Magazine Company Ltd. The National Magazine 
Company Ltd, directly or via its agents, may mail, e-mail, SMS or phone you with 
products and services reflecting your preferences. Tick if you don't want offers 
from us J or third parties J, For our data policy, see natmags.co.uk/dp 


POST YOUR ORDER TODAY (IM0 STAMP NEEDED) 

TO THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE COMPANY FREEPOST 
MID 21595, MARKET HARBOR 0UGH LE1G 7BR 







SPECIAL OFFER FOR COUNTRY LIVING READERS 


Save 47% when 
you subscribe to 


MAGAZINE 

coast 



As a Country Living reader, you will know how life-enriching a beautful landscape, a 
comfortable home and a plate of delicious food are. So you are sure to love Coast 
which delivers all of these delivered on a sea breeze beneath a wide, open sky. Every 
issue we will take you to a better place, where horizons are limitless and where it 
always feels like a holiday. Join us to explore the British coast in all its life-affirming 
glory, whether it’s the Crazy Golf Championships in Hastings, the latest seaside 
boutique hotel or a jaw-dropping house with wraparound sea views. Home, food, 
travel and laughter: subscribe to Coast it’s where the best things are. 



Clare Gogerty 

Editor 



Call today and quote offer code: XB04 

0844 848 1601 

Lines open weekdays 8am-9.30pm; Saturdays 8am-4pm. 

1BT landline calls to 0844 numbers will cost no more than Sp per minute; calls made from mobiles and other networks usually cost more. 

Or subscribe online - it’s fast and simple 

natmagsubs.co.uk/ct/XB04 




,n n n <r>t PRIORITY 
l I YA S SUBSCRIPTION 
U ORDER FORM 



r * Help restore 
Hastings Pier 

^SPACES OF 
COASTAL HOMES 
AND PROPERTY 

TRULY SCRUMPTIOUS 

YttientimWbmers 
f fish rtvipi's 


>Stay inVJaln 
" * Weekend in 

HOMES * TRAVEL * FOOD * 


Great reasons to 
subscribe to coast: 


SAVE 47%* on the normal shop price 
JUST £22 for an annual subscription 
when you pay by direct debit 
FREE DELIVERY direct to your door 
NEVER miss an issue 


BECAUSE 


Lift 


IB Bfc I It H BY 


the 
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OFFER CODE: XB04 

□ Yes t I would like to subscribe to coast. 

Ms/Miss/Mrs/Mr First name 

Surname _ 

Address 


Postcode Date of birth 

Home telephone number 
Mobile telephone number 
'Email address 

Gift subscription (Please comple te your details above, too) 

□ Please send coast as a gift to the person below, 

Ms/ Mis s/Mrs/Mr First name 

Surname 

Address 


Postcode 


NATIONAL 

MAGAZINE 

COMPANY 


The National Magazine Company Ltd 

Originator^ ID number 820407 


_l I understand that I will pay just £22 every ten issues - saving 47 per cent 
on the shop price for a minimum 12- mo nth term 


To the manager [bank nanne)_ 
Address 


Po stcode 

Name(s) of account hoiderfs) 


UUUUUU □□□□□□□□ 


Branch sort code Bark/building society account number 

□minjXD 

Re 117 no (for NariOrjaL Magazine Co Ltd use only 


$ ignatu re (s)_ pate 



instruction to your bank or building society to pay Direct Debit 

Please pay The National Marine borapafty Ltd Direct Debits from it* account detailed an this, instruction, subject iti 
fre safeguards assured by zhe Dinxt Debit Guarantee. 1 understand that this instruction may remain with The -Nat-onal 
Magazine Concparry ltd and, f so, details nray be passed electronically to my bark/bulkJlng society. 

Daniel and building sneleties may not arcept Direct foebir inAtfLicrinn s. for some Types of arrounts 


Or if you don't want to pay by Direct Debit, please fill in your preferred 

form of payment below for £25.94 

Payment details 

□ F enclose a cheque made payable to coast Magazine for £25.94 for ten issues OR 

□ Please debit my: LI Mastercard J Visa J Annex J Diners LI Delta J Maestro 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□ □□ 

Expiry date Valid from issue no (Maestro onSy) 

Signature Date 

T*tm» and Conditions TTi ib offer is valid fey UK subscriptions only. All orders will be acknowledged and you 
will be advised of commencement issue within M days. This offer cannot be used n conjunction with any 
other subscription offer and doses 2 ^ April 2011 The minimum subscription term is 12 months. Subscriptions 
may be cancelled by providing 28 days notice prior to the first anniversary of your subscription This 
subscription mey not inebde promotional items packed with the magazine. For subscription enquiries, please 
cal 0844 846 B2G1 All Information is correct at tirna of going to pnass. Tb& normal cost of HI issues is £42, 
based on a basrc cover price of £4.20. *All savings are based on tine basic cover price of £4.20. "•’Ey supply rig 
your email address/mcbile number, you are happy to receive products and service! via emaij/SMS from or in 
association with The National Magazine Company Ltd. The National Magazine Company Ltd. directly or va 
its agents, may mail email. SM5 or phene yoj with products and services reflecting ycur preferences. Tick if 
you don't want offers from us □ or third parties □, For cur data policy see natmags co iiVdp 


POST YOUR ORDER TODAY (no stamp needed) 

COAST, THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE COMPANY LTD, 
FREEPOST MID 21595, MARKET HARBO ROUGH LE16 7BR 











ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



MADE IN BRITAIN AND PERFECT FOR YOUR GARDEN ROOM 

Lazy days and cosy evenings are guaranteed in this luxurious Inca Sofa from Holloways. 
British-made, excellent value and exclusive to Holloways, the Inca is from their new Upholstered 
Sofa Collection, and can be covered in any fabric. Different sizes of sofa, a chaise, armchair and 
ottoman are available in this range. For more details telephone 01386 884665, visit holloways. 
co. uk H or send for their colour broch u re of the very best i n conservatory and ga rden room 
furniture to Holloways, Lower Court, Suckley, Worcester WR6 5DE. Holloways" showrooms and 
courtyards are open Monday to Saturday from 9am - 5pm and on Sundays from April to August, 
1 1am -4pm. 


TEN YEAR WARRANTY AND 
£60 SAVING 



Make light work of cleaning with this deluxe, 
lightweight, ergonomically designed 
vacuum. At only 4.2kg, the XL10 upright is 
easy to lift and manoeuvre whilst its 
HERA filtration, locks away 
dust and allergens. Self 
adjusting and first class at pet 
hair removal, it's a great 
performer on all floor types 
and comes with a compact 
cylinder vac ideal for car 
interiors, stairs and upholstery. 

Until 30 A 1 1 , Greek is offering 
Country Living readers £60 off 
the XL10, which includes free 
p&p worth £19.95. 

To find out more call 
0800 869 669 quoting CL1 1 3E 
or visit oreck.co.uk/CL1 1 3E 


Live in luxury 


Brighten up your home this spring 



SOFASOFA 

The 201 1 Sofa Sofa range contains over 60 different sofa styles in hundreds of cover options. 
Every product in the range is hand-made in the UK and delivered direct to your living room in 
just four weeks, and all purchases come with a 21 day no-quibble moneyback guarantee. 
What's more, all sofas are currently reduced by 25% in the SofaSofa Sale, which means the 
Nelson three seater sofa (pictured) now costs just £366, 

To get your hands on the 201 1 SofaSofa catalogue, call 01495 244226 or visit 
www.sofasofa.co.uk today. 



THE GARDENING SEASON IS UPON US 

As seedlings begin to sprout, the warmth of a 
glasshouse is just what they need. Griffin 
Glasshouses design, build and install the 
h ighest quality bespoke alum i n i u m 
glasshouses to meet your individual 
requirements. With their unique glazing 
system you get the look of wood but without 
the continual maintenance headaches. 

A Griffin Glasshouse is designed to last and 
be an enhancing feature of your property for 
many years. Even/ component is calculated to 
provide both aesthetic and durable finishes 
ensuring you have an attractive, top quality 
glasshouse with virtually no maintenance. 

For their current offers or further information 
call 01 962 772512 or visit 
www.griffingtasshouses.com 


www.downmaqaz.com 




ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

Brochure 

Collection 

Please send the coupon to our FREEPOST 
address or call our phoneline on 01443 828 808 
to receive your chosen brochures 



I. HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

Cottages in the West Country 

From snugs for 2 to great houses for 
48 we have over 600 carefully 
selected and inspected holiday 
homes in Devon, Cornwall, 
Somerset and Dorset 
For a brochure call 01647 434055 
or look and book at: 



2, PGL 

Adventure Holidays 
for 7- \ 7 year olds 
Adventure, freedom, friends 
and more! 

Request your new brochure and 
free DVD now! 

0844 371 2424 


www.be Ipfulholid ays. c o.uk www. pgl .co. u k 



3. LET THE CATS IN! 

Limited Edition Print Collection 
From Fine Artist 

KATE LEI PER 

Call for complimentary folio 
and future exhibition details 

Tel 01263 710287 
www/the reddotgal I e ry.com 



7, VELABLU 

Stylish & Luxurious Fashion 
Direct to your Door 
Shop online or 

Request a Catalogue by visiting 

www; vel abl u . co.uk 
or phone 01983 20101 1 
Free P&P & 1 5 % off* your first order 

Quote Code CL2 1 1 4 
*TS<t2 apply 


4, Design fitted furniture 
like this in minutes 

Delivered in 2 weeks - a perfect fit 
for your living space 
Wardrobes (New this Season)!!! 

* Bookcases * Cupboards 
* Radiator cabinets * Drawer units 
Visit www.jali.co.uk or call: 
01227 833333 

jali Furniture - A DIY Dream 



8. THE THAI SHOP 

The Thai Shop provides a unique 
service. Exclusive designs, fantastic 
workmanship, amazing value. All our 
silk designs can be ordered in ANY of 
the colours shown in the catalogue 
or website and these can be made to 
fit ALL sizes. 

Tel 01580-763132 
www. th e tha is hop.co.uk 


5. ROYCE LINGERIE 

Royce Lingerie's brand new 'Heather' 
padded style is a beautifully feminine 
non -wired bra, great for every day 
comfort and support. Matching 
shorts are available to make you feet 
extra special. 

To find your nearest Royce stockist 
please call 01295 265557 or visit 
www. royc e-l i nge rie.co.uk 


6. VARCA 

UNIQUE SPANISH SANDALS 
Discover the Balearics best kept secret 
MEN ORGAN SAN DALS, LOAFERS, 
ESPADRILLES & ACCESSORIES 
Visit our shop I Gam-3 pm Wed/Th ur 
Unit 3, Spring Buildings, Water Lane, 
Storrington RH20 3EA 
www.varca.com 

Call for a brochure: 01903 74 6677 


To Of dor up to four of the featured brochures, please indicate the panel number of the 
brochures you require in the boxes below. Alternatively call our phoneline on 01443 828 808. 
This offer is open until 9th June 201 1 to UK readers only. Each brochure will be sent 
separately. Please allow 23 days for delivery. Send coupon to: Country Living Brochure 
Collection, CLG411G. FREEPOST SWC4747, Bargood, CF81 9ZN or fax to 01443 822 055. 

CL0411G 

Please tick the box if you are a subscriber or regular buyer (9 out of 12 issues per year) I 


M R/M RS/M I SS/M S FOR EN AM E SUR NAM E . 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 
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TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE PLEASE TELEPHONE THE PANEL POINT TEAM ON 020 7758 1225 








ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



FARM a COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 
Explore the beautiful countryside, 
rugged moorlands and breathtaking 
coastline of the West Country with 
a stay in one of Farm & Cottage 
Holidays superb collection of 
self-catering cottages, A family run 
and owned business with over 30 
years experience successfully 
letting holiday properties, we offer 
around 1400 of the finest holiday 
cottages across Cornwall, Devon, 
Somerset and Dorset, many of 
which welcome pets. All our 
cottages are personally inspected 
to ensure the high standards we 
expect for our customers. 

View the diverse collection at 
h o I iday cotta g e s . co . u k/cotta g e s 
Win £250 towards your next West 
Country holiday with Farm & 
Cottage Holidays! For your chance 
to enter, follow this link 
hoi idaycottages .co, u k/a lla boutyo u . 
There are also 10 runner-up prizes 
of £50 towa rds a Fa rm & Cottage 
Holidays escape. 



THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR ANEW BABY 

A special spring offer for 
Country Living readers 
f ro m C ha r lottecotb I a n kets, 
makers of beautiful, 
personalised handmade baby blankets 
in Norfolk, England since 1993, 

A free personalised lavender and camomile 
bag, an original lino cutcard and a free 
presentation box when ordering a 
personalised patchwork quilt or a 
personalised knitted cotton cot size blanket. 
Offer closes September 1 5th 2011 
To order visit www ,ch a rlottecot blankets or 
phone Charlotte on 01 603 627448. 



Spring living 

Make the most of your life in the country this April 



PASH LEY BRITANNIA 
There are few nicer ways to view Britain's 
green and pleasant land than perched on the 
saddle of a bicycle, and there are few bicycles 
more in keeping with this sceptred isle's leafy 
lanes and picturesque villages than the 
Britannia. Available in Red, White or Blue the 
Britannia's colours denote the company's 
proud 85 year hi story of hand-building a 1 1 its 
bicycles in the UK. 

The Britannia includes wicker basket, dynamo 
light and a propstand. It also features Pash ley's 
handmade leather grips. 

Call 0 1 789 292 263 for a brochure or vi sit 
www.pashley.co.uk 



DELIGHTFUL MAILEG BABY MICE 
IN MATCHBOXES AND OTHER 
FAVOURITE THINGS FROM 
ARMSTRONG WARD LIFESTORE 

EXCLUSIVE COUNTRY LIVING DISCOUNT 
With a huge array of Emma Bridgewater, 
Oath Kidston, Maileg Toys and Lexington 
bedding sit alongside handmade and local 
finds perfect for finishing touches for your 
home and gorgeous gifts for all the family. 
Visit their Lake District store, or take a peek 
online at www.armstrong ward. co.uk or call 
for a mail order brochure. 

Quote CLAprii for an exclusive Cl 1 0% 
discount in store, mailorder and online. 
Armstrong Ward, 8 Wainwrights Yard, 
Kendal, LA9 4DP. 01 539 720400 
www. a r m stron g wa rd.co.uk 



KRILL OIL - THE NEW SUPER OMEGA 3 
We all know the multi health benefits of 
omega 3 fish oil but krill oil omega is in a 
unique phospholipid structure which research 
now suggests is far superior to fish oil when 
delivered to the body for maximum health 
benefits. Krill Oil capsules offer all the omega 3 
health benefits but with a potent delivery to 
support cardiovascular health and joints etc 
for general wellbeing. Krill also provides 
powerful antioxidants which are now seen as 
beneficial to health. RRP £24.95 Country 
Living Offer £ 1 6. 97 (60 ca psu les up to two 
months supply) plus a free home spa facial 
masque with every first order. Please note this 
offer can be withdrawn at anytime. 

Online Order/ more info- 

www.silvertownheaith.co.uk or 

Tel 24 Hour Order Line - 0845 0956 903. 


www.downmaqaz.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

RURAL 

ESCAPES 

Country Living present a selection of idyllic 
retreats from which you could choose a 
peaceful and relaxing break 



NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND COAST 

Superb choice of 1-5 bedroom individual holiday 
cottages, apartments and houses on the beautiful 
Northumberland coastline - all within walking 
distance of harbours and beaches, Most progenies 
have log burners and are pet friendly. One has a hot 
tub. visit our website today to book online 
www, staynorthum bri a mo, u k 
or email: info@staynorthuinbria.CQ.uk 
or Tel: 01665 721380 



A ROMANTIC HIDEAWAY 

in the countryside for you to 'come home' to whenever 
you like. Enjoy that cosy atmosphere of your own old 
farm cottage with beams, open fires, period furniture, 
ducks, roses and a touch of luxury. Set in lovely Suffolk 
countryside neaT Lavenham Bikes free 8 canoes 
available to explore Constable County. Pets welcome. 
Made ft Millie G 1787 211 115 
wwv.grove-cottages.co.uk ETC 
Short weekend breaks available. 



NEAR FOWEY- CORNWALL 

Large quality barn conversion close to sea with 
spectacular glass gable and magnificent coastal and 
countryside views. Furnished to the very highest 
standards for the discerning visitor. Amdega conservatory, 
luxury kitchen with Aga-style range. 3 ensuite bedrooms. 
Large garden with 8BG, Pets and we II behaved children 
welcome. Close to Eden Project and beaches. 

Id : 01 7 2 6 3 1 4 263 Etna i I: sa ra hf u rniss@a ol. com 
www, re nta h o u sei n com wal Loom 



BRITTANY - PINK GRANITE COAST 

Small selection cf high quality coastal properties all 
equipped to excellent standards in tranquil and 
peaceful settings. Close to beaches, attractive French 
villages and markets. Many islands to explore around 
the beautiful coastline. Lots to see and do. 

Easy drive from ferry ports. Discounted travel 
contacts. Pets Welcome. 

Tel: 01726 81 4263 Etna 1 1: sarahf u rn iss@a ol.com 
www. p i n kg ra n itecoasf . com 



DEVON HOUSE BOAT HOLIDAYS 

Hidden away near the North Devon coast lies a 
unique holiday experience. Amidst 35 acres of unspoils 
countryside lie Swallow Tail, Painted Lady and Clouded 
Yellow, nestled among the rushes on their own private 
lake. Each 5Uft barge offers accommodation for 4 - 6 in 
ensuite cabins. Fishing, bird washing, wildlife and 
peace. Available for short or weekly breaks, 
www. b iagdon wate r. com 
01409 255730 



SUFFOLK COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 

Qualm, traditional, contemporary, funky 
Stay in one of our charming, peaceful cottages 
close to the sea. in pretty villages, amidst beautiful 
countryside - in Suffolk and Norfolk 

Tel: 01394 389189 

Book on line at www.suffulkcul Lay cl rolidays.com 
mfo@suf fol kcotta ge h olidays.com 



FORD FARM COTTAGE - SOMERSET 

A wonderful stone built barn conversion, 
immaculately presented throughout; every comfort 
from brass bedstead and Victorian roll- top bath to TV 
and CD/DVD players. Beautiful countryside location 
only 5 minutes from Wells and 35 minutes from Bath 
Large double bedroom that sleeps two. Four star 
{English Tourist Board { self -catering accommodation. 
Sorry no pets. Tel: 01749 - 6761 1 9 for colour brochure. 
wwwrtordfarmcotTage.ctJ.uk 



SCOTLAND'S BEST KEPT SECRET 

Secluded, cosy, well - equipped cottages in perfect 
locations; for a unique, memorable and family friendly 
holiday. Discover woodland walks from your door, 
stunning coastline wanned by the gulf stream, exotic 
gardens, waterfalls, lochs, hills, and fabulous wildlife. 
There's something special here for everyone. 

Dogs welcome. Credit cards accepted. 

01988 600600 

w w w.esca petn gal I a way. c d . u k 



CHOOSE WITH CONFIDENCE 

for superb accommodation, good food and 
unobtrusive, friendly service choose from 96 of 
Scotland's rather special 4 and 5 Star B&Bs. 
For brochure telephone: 01796 474128 
or browse the web site at 
www. relax . scot I a ndsbest co. u k 
email: relax@scotlandsbest.co.uk 
to ★★★★★B&B 



THE BLAKENEY COTTAGE COMPANY 

'Pure indulgence' 

We have the cottages others long for 

We are proud to offer a truly unique selection of 4 & 5 
star properties in North Norfolk Tanging from romantic 
cottage hideaways to deluxe houses with stunning 
coastal views. Tailor-made short breaks are our speciality. 

Tel: 01263 741777 

www. bl akeneycottagecom pa ny. co ,uk 
kitly@ blake neycotta gecompany. co. uk 



FARM AND COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 

With properties sleeping 2-22 & pets welcome at over 
50% of properties Farm and Cottage Holidays offers 
the perfect holiday cottage escape in rural &■ coastal 
locations throughout the West Country. 

www.hol i daycotte ges co.uk 0 12374599 34 

Cornwall | Devon | Somerset j Dorset 



WILDERNESS COTTAGES 


THROUGHOUT SCOTLAND 

We have a great choice of quality self catering 
cottages throughout Scotland and luxury apartments 
on the banks of Loch Ness at The Abbey in Fort 
Augustus. Short breaks of three nights are always 
available in selected properties. Pets welcome. 
Tel: 01456 486 358 
www, wi Id emesscottages.co, u k 
Ema il : corinne@ wilde messeotta ges. co. uk. 



BIG HOUSE HOLIDAYS 

Country houses, farmhouses, barns, mills and beach 
side properties in beautiful locations in UK and 
France, for groups of up to 36. Self or semi catered, 
leisure & sports activities by arrangement. 

The perfect choice for holidays in Suffolk. 

Tel: 01394 389188 

Sunk on line at www, bighouseholidays.co.uk 
i nf o@ bighouseh ol id ays .co. u k 



LUXURY DUTCH BARGE 
ON THE NORFOLK BROADS 

Unique self catering accommodation aboard a 
beautifully restored 1697 static barge. 
Delightful interior with modern facilities. 
Perfect foT romantic breaks or family holidays. 
Complete with own canoe and use of indoor 
swimTrtg pool Sleep link' cabins 
www. h erita ge -l ravel, cccuk/cl 
01394 410606 












NORTH DEVON COAST 

Luxury barn conversions sleeping 2-B. 

C.H. 8 woodturner. Near coast and pubs, 

2 acre meadows with each barn. Peis welcome. 

Tel 01237 441 311 
www.pattard.com 


STATELY HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Self-catering holiday properties with a difference.,. 

Holiday in cosy cottages, converted barns and 
stables, gate houses and lodges, set within the 
grounds of Stately homes, castles and 
country estates throughout the UK 

Telephone 0300 2300 238 
www, statetyholi daycotta g es, co.u k 


COUNTRY HIDEAWAYS 

Unique watermill apartments, houses and cottages in 
stunning locations in the heart of the magnificent 
Yorkshire Dales sleeping from 2 to 10 people. Enjoy the 
timeless, unspoilt beauty of these wonderful dales. Relax, 
be energised, walk, tour, take in the sights, yotfll have the 
freedom and the time to do it* All VisitBritain inspected. 
01969 663559 

www countryh id eaways.co . u k 
ema i I: I iving@country hid ea ways, co.uk 


HOTEL NARROWBOAT ROSALIND 

„ .is available for a discerning couple who are 
looking for a peaceful relaxing break. 

Moored on the River Avon or on the Stratford Canal 
and if wished for, will be crewed and motored for part 
of the day Rosalind is also available for week tong 
cruises with the crew living onboard the 
accompanying boat Touchstone. 

Please call Peter on 07904 562751 
w w w.s wancanalcru i ses . com 


COTTAGES & APARTMENTS 
IN TUSCAN FARM 
(AZIENDA AGRICOLA IL POGGIO) 

Deep in the country yet within an houfs drive of seme 
of Italy's most famous cities such as Florence. Pisa or 
Lucca, lies a centuries old farm, part of which has been 
tastefully converted into self-catering accommodation. 

www. t u sea ns u n set.com 
boo ki ngs@tu s ca n sunset.com 
Tel: 01522 522665 


BRECON BEACONS 
HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

300 cottages in and around the Brecon Beacons, 
Black Mountains National Park and Wye Valley. 
Delightful romantic cottages, farmhouses and large 
country houses some sleeping 20+ . Wonderful 
locations, with oak beams, open fires. Ideal for all 
outdoor pursuits, hill walking, pony trekking, 
mountain hiking, and fishing. Pets welcome. 
www.breconcmtages.com 01S74 6/6446 


SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Spectacular scenery in Freshwater Bay, Isle of Wight. 
Fully equipped, stylish self-catering cottages in the 
grounds of Lord Tennyson's former home, Farringford. 

Modern British restaurant, golf, tennis, pool, 
children's play area. Dose to beaches, direct access 
to fantastic coastal walks; dogs welcome. 

Tel: 01983 752500. 
www.f a rringford xo. u k 


SOUTHERN SPAIN 

Fabulous tranquil mountain setting. 45 mins Almeria 
airport. 20 mins Mojacar beach, Small bbb with great 
food, inc. veggse. 3 ensu'rte dhl rooms with private 
terraces + self-catering apt (sleeps 2/5). Private pool. 
From €50 per room pn. Golf, riding nearby. Perfect for 
walking, painting, birdwatching and lazing by the pool. 
WWW, b eda n d b rc a kf as tin m eja ca r. com 
chrisin majacar@emai l.cmrt 
phone Chris (0034)950 528 631 


LAKELAND HIDEAWAYS 

Cottages in and around Hawks head 
in the heart of the lake District 

* local, friendly agency with choice of 60 cottages 

* short breaks available 

* pets welcome in many and free fishing 

* award winning website, online booking 

www. I a keland ■ hideaways, co.u k 
Tel 015394 42435 


ISLE OF WIGHT & PUR BECK 
HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Charming cottages in beautiful rural and coastal 
locations situated throughout the Isle of Wight 6 
Purbeck. Dorset. Pretty thatched cottages, 
farmhouses, sione cottages with stunning sea views 
in picturesque villages. Some cottages with swimming 
pools. Graded by the tourist board 3 - 5 Stars. 
Telephone 01929 481555 
ww w is I an d co tta g e h a I idaysx a rr 


LUXURIOUS HOLIDAY COTTAGE 
NEAR BALA LAKE AND SNOWDONIA 

This stunning remote cottage offering total seclusion 
sits in the wonderful North Wales Dee Valley with 
rolling hills and beautiful mountain scenery. The 
house has been delightfully restored retaining all of 
the original character. Decorated and furnished to a 
high standard, offering accommodation for 9 people, 
www. cotta ge- ba la- north- wal es . co. uk 
077330 78377 


COAST & COUNTRY COTTAGES 

Over 425 holiday properties in 8 around Salcombe, 
Dartmouth and throughout the beautiful South Devon 
coast and countryside. Luxury waterside apartments, 
stunning bam conversions, cosy thatched cottages, 
many with sea or country views, pools or the use of 
leisure facilities. Special Offers. Short Breaks. 
Dog-Friendly Properties. Baby-Friendly Progenies. 

Free 2011 Brochure 01548 B43773 
or Book Online vvww.coastandcouitry.coaik 


BINIARROCA HOTEL, MENORCA 

Indulge in the Biniamoca experience 
18 rooms set in Monet inspired gardens, 
charming staff, excellent fond & wine 
2 swimming pools, dining al fresco 
Specialists for anniversaries & romantic breaks 
Children over ISyrs. 

reservations, email hotel@biniarroca.com 
www.biniarroca.c 0 m 


THE FINEST NORFOLK COTTAGES 

Charming cottages of character and quality set in 
stunning coast and countryside locations at the 
heart of celebrated North Norfolk. From snug 
romantic retreats to large country houses, our 
carefully chosen cottages offer individual charm 
and high standards of comfort. 

Tel 01263 713133 
www. co untryside-cottag es . com 
email ccottages@dialstart.net 


TRELOWARREN ESTATE 

The Times Winner 'Best Place To Stay'. 
Luxuriously comfortable, eco-friendly 
self-catering cottages on the historic 
Trelo warren estate, Cornwall. 

Close to the Helford River and glorious beaches. 
20m pool, spa. gym. tennis court, 
award winning restaurant. 

For details- 01326 221224 
Ci www.trBluw3rren.com 


TRANQUIL SANCTUARY 
LIZARD PENINSULA 

lovingly restored 18c. stone cottage hidden down a 
bridleway connecting to the beautiful Cornish coastal 
path. Ingle nook, log fires, and a cosy Rayburn to warm 
your tees. Beautiful 360' views - spectacular sunsets. 

'a very special place whatever the season'. 

Free WiFi. Tel: 020 8644 5357 Mob. 07956 441730 
Em ail : stay@h igh errosko rwell. co.uk 

www. h i gherros korwe 1 1, co. u k 


www.downmaqaz.com 







FOR DETAILS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING PLEASE TELEPHONE 020 7753 1111 OR VISIT WWW, N ATM AG D I R ECT. C 0 , U K 



COUNTRY 

DIRECTORY 


Index 


1 85 Antiques & Architectural Salvage 

181 Arts, Crafts Et Gifts 

190 Bathrooms 

188 Beds & Bedding 

185 Blinds & Shutters 

185 Building & House Decor 

196 Children's Corner 

184 Country Breaks 

196 Country Clothing 

184 Courses 

197 Fashion 

195 Fires, Stoves & Heating 

1 96 Floors & Flooring 

193 Furniture & Furnishings 
1 88 Garages & Outbuildings 
190 Gardening & Garden Furniture 

1 85 Gates B Fencing 

197 General Interest 



Win a weekend away 


Win a house boat break with Blag don 
Water House Boat Holidays (01409 255730 
www.blagdonwater.com). A unique 
holiday experience in North Devon amidst 
35 acres of unspoilt countryside on a 
private lake. This prize is fora two night 
break for two people to be taken before 
30th October 2011, subject to availability 
and excluding school holidays. 

Use these clues to find four advertisers 
who can be found in the Classified section 
of this month's issue of Country Living, 
Fairground ride for eggs. 

• Curved wine storage. 

Gates made from split timber. 

• Bathrooms with broken locks? 

Send your answers on a postcard to: 




www . blissandbloom .co.uk 



186 Home Interest 
185 House & Garden 
189 House Signs 
192 Hausesitting 
189 Interior Design 

196 Kitchens 

185 Lamps Er Lighting 

197 Lingerie 

197 Pets & Livestock 
189 Soft Furnishings 
194 Websites 


CPCNLPO9890, The National Magazine 
Company Ltd, The Data Solutions Centre, 
Worksop S80 2RT. The closing date for 
entries is 28th April 2011. 

NB: One entry per household. 

Not open to employees of the National 
Magazine Company [or their relatives). 


Data Protection: Depending on the contact 
details you give us. The National Magazine 
Company Ltd. directly, or via its agents, may mail, 
email, SMS or phone you with offers, products 
a nd services ref lectin g yo ur p references. I f yo u 
don't want offers from us or third parties please 
write 'no offers' in the top left hand part of your 
postcard. For our data policy see 
www.natm ags ,0Q. uk/dp 





Keep and rae your egtp in date order 

Order Yours Today 

Ul*phon*: 01217 411604 

vrwW'Vjg- iktlf tr.to .ik h« II o ■</ Off ■ s k tlttr ,< q . i k 



directory.allaboutyou.com 













'Lfou/i wcmd&ijjullif' creative- and sidoAUHtf ItohLif, ... 

' I've always wanted a dolls' house, 
now I can enjoy this absorbing 
hobby at my own pace, developing 
my collection at leisure and as funds 
allow. With over 2,500 beautiful 
miniatures to choose from l can really 
make my design my own personalised 
project, and delivery is usually the 
next day 

“Since I've started my dolls' house 
collection, the whole family has 
become involved, and now they 
always know what to buy me for 
Christmas and birthdays 1 I always 
feel better when I've spent an hour 
or two creatively - its so calming the 
time flies by. My friends are always 
fascinated to see how my dolls' house 
is coming along. They can't believe 
I've done it all myself r 





Edwina's friends 

Happiness is a lovely home 

Fabulous vintage 
finds for every 
room in the house 


www.edwinasfriends.co.uk 



RECYCLED SAIL PRODUCTS FOR 

NOME, GARDEN, BEACH A TRAVEL 

DESIGNED AND MADE IN DEVON 

T: 01404 S3 1333 
ElINFO@REEFERSALLS.COM 
W: REEFERSAILS.COM 



ST. MARTIN'S GALLERY 
IBSLKY, HAMPSHIRE 
01425 48 WO 

hptiiiJjtts in * ilk flowers anti ori^inil irt 
ami plenty more to wow die imagination 
muIi ait gljsK ■n.iilptur*', veramiev tjMc 
lamp* and beam, Vi in a 17ih century 
church in the New Forest. 


H YOUR TAPESTRIES & NEEDLEWORKS.... 

tkuum fully icrcttli&t and nudemp into cttthioitMViI bulging^ tell -putty rug*.<ne. 
Kincert pr^tbuicirul quality 2t day nancf. UrlimM tupntn» and luradkweiki 
Oomplclcd Deigns ponded on canvits. Specialist framing service Mufu -panel rug* 
ertiipLtiri and nuck- up W H W. 5 U I'H H *1 I'll S need Ic W Olk-Ct). U k 

SARA HJN S NEEDLEWORK The Old Si vul 5 School Rood. Greal Masangham, 
TKl„ SUSS 52A15I Norfolk PEH 1JA 



Polish pottery at 
www. starry pottery.co.uk 

Q©® 

£2.95 fee or free shipping over £30 
choice of a round 200 pieces 

fast delivery 

Infoig' starry p ottery. Co. uk 


w\v w, wi kk mwtei rypicL i ng.co .tiL 

Mrp 

a J aj 

Handmade 
| & Unique 

n jl 

Vintage 

1 1 ' * jk 1 " * 

Items. 

R ' * Bl ml 


wilJ % if .twber rvpickin g< 3 y jhov- oo. uk 








Vintage Home 


Original, Authentic 
& Iconic Vintage 

Decorative Antiques. Eiderdowns 
Quilts. Textiles, Homewares 
Paintings. China, Glassware & Gifts 


furnish your homo w<lh your heart fM 

www. vi ntage- home.co.uk 


C&rtim&king, Fapercraft, 
Scrapbooking, Yarns, 

■’alt making, Ribbons, buttons, 
stamps, Brab ellish ne i its * 


Workshops & BLOG 


www.fidgeonscrafts.co.uk 
01462 451957 


iflpiTOsls with Attitude 
t-fuirky mimd prtofcs $v>d ©ri<|tosls 

www.lizziehall.co.uk 


Les Ateliers Creatifs 


Throstle Nest Treasures 

Country home accessories 


uwiv.throsLleiiesttreasures.co.uk 


As a Country 
living reader 
you qualify 
tor a special 
discount on 
our high 
quality, branded, 
luxury travel bags. 


Visit www. (he lair trader, co.uk or lei. 07967965785 


% 

0 


i like chickens 


Country Gifts 
& Tablewares 


www.ilikechickens.co.uk 


-73-77 \LlY yS>A^KrA/{^/ 

CXfiWi ctficxnt&L for defoih m 


CAFTuftkk. THE 
?€*StM*UT4Q*1te* 

poocn! 


^ www. totally bar kmg.to.uk 

v T or cal Andy on 01S66 7BS S34 










gifts 
interiors 
jewellery 
bags 


THE OLD LAMP SHED 

Handmade it fkspokc Umpdindai 



w ww.theo Idia m pj bed xo.uk 
0845 6430637 



glove r andsm it hxo, uk 


Iwtftn4d« JXhiVter 
tableware, .ewellery & g.fts 
DtKgTOi a made 
inWittsht** 



Candle & Blue 



www.caodleafulblue.co.uk 
for a free brochure call 


0I2H4 765522 



Prints, Cards and Original Paintings 
Celebrating the Animal 

bv Suzy Sharpe 


www.suzysharpe.cci . uk 
suzy sharp «<5ya hoo .co . uk 
Tel: 01209 631835 


Looking for a 
unique gift? 


www. gifts work .co.uk 



Maggie Mumford 

Handmade tBes & ceramics 



www. m OB wnumfod .com 

01372 844586 


Art by "Rachel 



luww-ant^acrwfCO.ui* 
01937 574124 



Brown H^e 

Qi James Bartiobmew :•>«*, 
now nvaiSaole os a Signed Lun n«J 
Edition Pmt m puapw or cannot. 
S*w mow ol James print* & original 
panting* on fr« w^corro or phono for a 


Tot 01257 462333 


ww w. jaroesbarthol wtww.cq .u k 


Personalised Jewellery 



IVnctulfcc i ph hotn our hejitfitul 


fj/isjc to nuke your prevent truly unique. 

WWW. high hmdaiigel.co.uk 



Coll 01342 643102 
for a FREE Brochure 




Arr you a heart lover? B^uhful Gifts, rtumorv 
ay wd gurpuju* bttrti insjvvd 
.im-ssi rv papcis forymr tionn*. 01253 ixiH4> 


www.hearlandpanxl.com 




HANDMADE 

CHILDREN'S 

CHAIRS 

Tel: 00 353 66 9152314 

Dingle. G). Kern. Ireland 
I !. in (leaned, personalised 


and made «> Iasi 



S® 

CHAPMAN 

HAND CRAFTED CANVAS BAGS 
MADE IN ENGLAND 

www. c hapm a n bags, com 

+44(0)1228 514514 


New home and 
gift online store! 
www.nichehome.co.uk 



For a FREE brochure 
Telephone 01482 440221 
www.mrmoleblankcts.co.uk 



/ 


t'* Unique jewel! cry 
, h*ind- crafted 

from real leaves 
feathers, xml sliells 
exquisitely covered 
in layers ol pure silver 


www, 1 hesi 1 veryxo.u k 

Telephone; { 01273 ) 47^57° 


CATTAP1LLA DESIGNS 

Vintage Textiles 
& Embroidery 



www.cattapilladesigns.com 
00353 (0)86 177 4657 



Sugar & Spice 

Custom nude 
furnishings tor 
ymtf home 
Gift & accessories 
range shut available 

| Tel. 023 92431072 
Www. vtig.T rant Is f 'icet'i 1 r 1 11 sh 1 ngsco.ti k 


Country Afirtim, 
luntl nu<k 
ki Devon by 
Tilly Mint 


h ww , 1 i My m 1 11 til won. com 
Ini ltd'll Ilyin inldc mn .com 

01803 732477 



perilla 

X fmikrfiMnt ftf/iik ibrnt. 


fj/wu/ur Jwtfi 



id:01886 8SHrti5 


T11 is Is Pretty 

Interiors, Accessories Cri Gifts 



ivww.t h i si^^Ui) ,co. u k 


K&ti H&rv Heme* 

V linage Kmpomnn 


Fur new A |ire fwed etft idt 
A v« 1 * Itrful rtqji^min fnr 
even' nvMiL tri your Ithtk 

www . irdtarnh ome » .e um 


M 









oddst^ 

suds 


At ichi on KirdirV HtMii^nkhk Honv 


Sonp Making Workshop 


rb d.iy workshc 
■ility and booki i 


vvvv w. o tidsaiuLs uds. c 01 n 
rail Jenny 01822 0181 1 1 



65 Rvad, 



Handmade in Scotland 
fey The Barkery 
www. th ebarkeryuk.com 
0797 228 7696 


Authentic Tartan 
Pet Throws 



JULES 

CHINA 


& Tableware 



w vv w . j u l esc h i na xo . uk 

2 Garden Sircci, ik'bckm Bridge 

Tail 01422 845714 



Be inspired by our range of 
beautiful gifts and home furnishing* 
www.jollyposh . to. uk 


COUNTRY HEART 



Beautiful 
hand stitched 
samplers, gifts 
and cards, 
personalised 
just for you. 
Decorative 
hearts and 
hand made 
delights. 


Ca; fliSW I2S$5i for ft FREE bottom 

wwwxountry hea rtxo.uk 


www. bookpi 1 1 o w.co.u k 

dwfcF+ih™ Ltd re , thrfflfld 31 «M 



At last 

comfortable? 


tn tact . an ywtoxa* 

*W CWtlW G# VM. owxt* 


...give your book a rest 


COUNTRY BREAKS 


Open the door and 
see the difference 



A Rural Retreats cottage has 
been carefully chosen for 
its beautiful interior as well 
as rts idyllic setting; With a 
portfolio of over 400 carefully 
selected properties for 2- 24 
guests; many with flexible 
start days and 2 
nights stays. 


jyUtLlL 

An//tt 


ii 


call 01386 701177 
www. ru ral retreats, co . u k 



UdttOgtS 

Tli« special Jit agency 

lor spectacularly 
situated eoatfat, 
rural and waterside 
cotta gas and country 
houses throughout 
the Snath Waal 

01548 853089 

toadhallcotlages.ee uk 


quality cottages^ - 

Finest coltectfon of characterful cottage* 
throughout Wales 
Child friend^ Dog* FREE 
Jtaagne— 

wndy beadie*. tilth, enspoik coastal path* 

0134S 637371 

^ yiiPAWq ualitycott aqes co uk A 


HIDEAWAYS 


^^cottages^^B 

OF CHARACTER 
& DISTINCTION 

ft Southern England. J 
I L Wsst Country, Cotswolda, A 
m>T t Bordets 


01747 828 000 

www . h idea way s. c o . u k 


ornwall 

Cottage Holidays 


m 

01736 3685 75 

www.wcchob.com 


'£Mv8<urtLe£t 

Cottage Holidays * 

Self Catering HoMdzyl In Devon 


jeanbartlett.com 

01297 23221 


www.dMFif.co.uk 

classic 

cottages 


700 hand picked West Country 
holiday homes 



I IdiiLiy voting* 1 I|> tk‘ K-.iutihil 

Coiswokk sei within 


pienuesque viti.ige* and gorgeous 
couturysidc Sleep 2 -8, 
I'IcjmcjIJ Ql 386 841441 oi visii 
www.dkc^erdiocotswtdcU.net 


Ireland 


Intthuwt-Q, Co. Donegal, trdand. 

S*il uwiUbty 

Ir-iv, B 11 irrf Ntilm Tbwi, Sl-rp> 4, 
AOdfliihmgTinn, I.mwfy brjcfici 
L npmliiDhk widwr i *iH. wilbiy m iJknrt* 

T - 00,1*5 74 93 ■098* 

W - www.l(]bMK|iva<u^cL net 



Suffolk 


Woodb ridge area 


Five 4 stir Self cjteriiig holiday 
cottages. Two village locations, three 
rural Details from Robert Blake, 
la Moo refit' Id Road. Wood bridge. 
Suffolk 1SM2 4JN 

rdbcn^fbEake41 IO.l 3 busir 1 cBi.co.ijk 
01344 382 V>s 


w'vi^;robcf iblakcboliday*,! o.uk 


Scotland 


DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY 

vi 1 Gdbwir Umt 
«ftd r*«y p*j«. brimrv 

id * if Ml I US«IY 

Anvn^ l.of i Jrni tMik 
■taKHHf vkii (nw»kt 
&4|W4T « Utr (liin-t 

imuiiii H.tU mJ 

-iSJI.fr, pit wfe* 

nmuh^n lukeap in fern la 

Slrrp. to Jt yi tit lOUtnl 
Tel. tut & Atault fidl tfl JiT 71020b 
Fa 01 Jt7 71)0410 nmbilldili Mibta.ui iA 


Dl M FRIES & CALLOWAY 

Ttoo dtifeltffU cottage* in quiet k^afton 
Superb sea view*, sleeps 3 5. 
Fjicdknt walking 1 uituiyi:, hud 
watching, gclf. Pifipairitk 20mii» 
TfcL *17*6 «&$&». 
w n m.ta tru s idch< hUd i)r*tbt«.(M k 


Sussex 


TUDOR MANOR HOUSE 

:-V4pj f 6—18 Fjtn4otAO^ bouve*1e«ps 
7—1 1 tu-ytr-i up JangdrM* w*h -xT-tx^ 

- bseptiondf 1*c4ft1« - kndccr *WJS*d 
swrnmrgpool, uvWjftOJEn, Iwdlanm 
court - t4dnwt(X , i - HB 3-4 Uan 
7M D0DCAd6OCp^8re^a33D DSQO 
(for 3 fti^ts w«h 3rdfr^e) 

O £ti?0-£2jl550pw Bretfs £*&-£» 1 4$ 
Phone 020 7352 BOW. 
wwwptkcs manot^om 


Yorkshire 


Luviiry set festering 
accommodation 


of. Hcbdcn Bridge 



Close 10 Bromc country &t 
Yorkshire Dales. Superb base for 
walking & mountain biking. 
Sleeps 4-6. Stunning views. 

Contact! Anne Johnson. 
01422 881312 

www.t ru ughlarm.co. u k 


BO, PIN H O O P S P AY 

A RAH 1 Fit SPECIAL COTTAGE 
with unique diatacier & aimosptiere, 
WfuvJerful sea and mr»crriaiht views. 
Sleeps 2 (4). 

n Itt x:H URE: {0 1 947) 8 80 2 29. 




Rose land Holiday Cottages 

Es^re>o Id Ihc pmcc nvl qckrt of the 
bsxajfivf JJrxwHnncI tonrsulo, Soutt 
Corral Idyllc vrafoislde jxnpBittes 
ar’.d tfUtJiord eurtagos ^lout^rg 2-' 3 

Short Broskt Avails bio 
Tel: 01872 580480 
- www. roHiandhoN day cottag#* ca.uk — 


Cotswolds 


Beautiful Cotstvold setting 



S* Self Catering. LCXi RIOTS 
Barn Convefsiofii Sleej^s 10 . 
Link to \ r triual Tour ^ 
www. ha rn cast le.co . u k 
01452 HI 2495 


Devon 


EXMOOR — r • i ■ r 

cottage Coirfcrtatie * vvefr equipped 
fc&gful + compf^Wy private Sfe*pi 
2/3 coast# vtews Adjar^ni 

Valtey of Rodaifcqast E»‘el<em walking, 
wild^ twdwakbriji, ndtfg + InfSng 
Td 0i59i7S3286 




COURSES & 


Presentation 

Skills 


Sewing Tuition 

Oxford, London & France 
Teh 01608 644 877 
www.sewing-tuitionxo.uk 


TRADITIONAL UPHOLSTERY 
COURSES, CORNWALL 
Relaxing, Fun, Creative 
Mister Upholsterer, Bespoke Tull ion 
lit our Criidc 2 listed Bam Wnrkshop 
On the Uevku tiJui Irewilhen l-jbtatc 
No ExpcrierKV X«v^Mr y. 

Tel: ni/ZbKKtFWT 

ww tvif es ilh let restof atitms.eo.uk 


The Traditional 
Upholstery 
Workshop 

A CM Eft OIAMC OR RCW HOWTr 


TO UPHO LSTtt THE HUUUTKWU. MY 

PMrv\io*«| tJiliiwi tv i Attltf UpblthN 
Ui(ii|<&anw in iifytinr rju^ W4 ih. 

Call Uz Marica on W994 33^124 
www.upbotitwycoun 


Willow crafts and 
basket making courses 


Choose from giant willow 
sunflowers, woven plant 
supports or basket making 

For more 
information call 

Out to Learn Dl 6S6 63051 A or 
WILLOW b°°k online at 

wwWrOu ttol earn wtllo w c o . uk 


)m } cZt 1 /{ l ii , \tU 

Relaxed one day sewing 
courses in South Norfolk 
Cushions # Gurtams 
Roman blinds • Basic sewing 
Bed and breakfast available 
Tef: 01379 741557 yfr 
www.vfntagevanilla.co.uk t f 


Expert coaching 
from a leading 
conference presenter 

www rDMedmonds.com 
www p c rtorma n c ediologue co m 


































HOUSE & GARDEN 

Blinds & Shutters 



For a complimentary 
brochure call now on 

0800 975 5757 


Or visit 

www. ap pea f shad i . com 

CL 


APPEAL 

HOME SHADING 






i >\ 

j.. N 

(Renaissance bea ms" 

the "back from bheh” bwtm pnuii 

Ax if 

Beam Renovation! 

Xfflh \ 

no mass no dust 

€tm 

Tel: 01386 632733 or 07861 681846 

www. renaissance-beams, co.uk j | 




Gates & Fencing 


QVER WROUGHT 


The Overwrought Cantilever Sliding Gate 

Developed to restrict access to 
farm yards and private roads, 

An aesthetic user-friendly 
barrier offering security on 
entrances ranging from 4 metres 
to 10 metres. Can be opened 
manually or automated. Wind 
and solar systems con be 
installed for use in remote areas. 

Galvanized os standard. 


Contact: Bill Clark T: 01 623 861 033 

Ptark Farm, Kneesall, Nework, Nottinghamshire NG22 0AY 

E mo il da r koverwr ought £a>ao! .com www, overwr a ug htir an work ,co , uk 



The Cleft Wood Co. 



Furniture & Furnishings 



UNIQUE SALVAGE CHIC 


1 w* specialise in vintage, shabby chic> french 
& retro hand painted pieces of fund tun*. 


?f furniture. 


For free handmade gift, tjuutc Country Using 


Teh 01394 461549 


www.uniqucsalvagechic.co.uk 


HINES TAPESTR 


ES 



OW Wfc -■ -n. LV. 1 .JL I Vto . T 

Fw Jin Hfffltin »|)Kti«n lint Taip«itn«i, . . 

<-G.il for Catalogue « Veit umi Shut* wum . 


www. hi rces- u pusr r i es.com 


I I INKS of OXFORD 


+44 (0)1 sts 74 n 44 
Bun V mJnptl R«d 
llcnli.iKi(Hi O^jQXi 




lamps & lighting 



period fight 
switches & 


Call 

01524 

242478 

Far colour 
brochure 


olivcrslighling.co.uk 


Antiques 



THE GARDEN ROOM 


Chic Danish & French vintage & 
contemporary home & garden 
www. thengardenroom.co.uk 
tel 01379 898646 























BLUE & WHITE CHINA BY POST 



AitUi|ue ■ Collectable ■ New 
Spoilt- iml Burleigh 
Oiiru Tor dining arid kite lien 

Free Colour Brochure 
01763 853 800 

HAvu.bl ue j nd wh i(c*covn 

Invert of Blue & While CLl 10 
Steeple Morden, Ifcyifon SC ft ORN 



Home Interest 


Discover a 
unique world 

of wine storage 



Request your brochure today: 

TEXT CELLAR' to 88802 


[Followed by your name, address and email) 

www.spiralcellars.com j 0845 241 2768 


Marlborough 

Makehs Or Fine English Tiles 



walls 

FLOOR TILES 

NEW 2011 100 
page brochure 

01672 515287 






Your existing 
cushion covers 
professionally 
re-filled! 


Quality Soft Mattress 
Overlays to lay over your 
existing mattress... 


Our fully guaranteed Mattress Overlays are finished in a luxury soft 
fabric and simply fit on top of your existing mattress* softening the 
surface and smoothing away any uncomfortable seams or ridges. 


BHB 


deigned to suit you! 


°ttrfort Ltd 


FREEPOST 1.S6535, Dept CL, Unit 2. Wyther Lane 
Industrial Estate, KirkstalL Leeds LS5 3YY 


Simply choose new cushion interiors from our wide 
range ol DlllilOENlIO Latex and quality foam to 
create a 'new r look and the comfort of your choice. 


..made to any 
size or shape 


Choose from:- 

• Reflex Foam 

• Memory Foam 

• Dunlopillo Latex 


* Latex, Memory Foam & Reflex Foam Mattresses 
* Scatter Cushions * Cushion Re-filling Service 
* Pillows • Foam to any size or shape ...and much morel 
.ail manufactured to your individual requirements! 
For our FREE colour catalogue detailing our products & services 

PHONE 0845 345 8100 QUOTE CL 

kul brill HI* wily ] 

visit our website www.fQarnforcomfortxo.uk or write to: 


i | Why replace sofas 
a & chairs when 
if only the cushions 
are worn out! 


Individually manufactured 
and tailored to your 
own personal comfort. 

Our mattress ranges have been 
specially created using Reflex 
Foam, Vasco' Memory Foam 
and Dunlopillo' Latex to ensure 
there is a mattress perfect for you. 



beyond hi fridge. 


BalgneBfrwn ffle ficorl far ymjr flam* 



Magnetic Boards * Wallpapers 
Wall Graphics* Fabrics* Blinds 


www.beyondtfoetrfdge. co, uk 


BOOK PUBLISHING 

A*Shpt* itrwtvd 10 lufcrir: rwmjscflFl* 
of mdudng poftry 

New Authors welcome 
A,H. STOCKWELL LTD, 
Dept. 884, Ilfracombe, 
Devon, EX34 SB A. 

Tel 01271 662557 
www. ah sloe k wo 1 1 _co, u k 

Uuhtishm fur I OO Yrur* 


if you are looking for more 
inspiration then go to 

d i rec to ry.a II Abo utyou, com 



Hollands Gallery 



Kit Stone 


Fiimitum; Flrai.Srw** and 
Ftoori unit FtooHng; 
Gardening And Garden f. quipfiwnt; 
Kitchen And Kitchenware; 

Art* *nd Craft*: 

Gift*; Faihitin md Travel 












Stunning, bespoke creations in Glass. Precision engineered in Germany 


DREAMS OF SUMMERS YET TO COME 


For a free colour brochure or a no-obligation survey please call free on 

0800 085 6277 or visit www.countrywideltd.co.uk 


C0DECU/11 



Beautiful gifts and accessories 
for the garden and home, 
www. g ra ss e . me . uk 
01225 444260 




The Choice Is Yours With 
Lacanche Range Cookers 




+ Choose your nsigc fmm 23 models + Design your dream range cooker aid 
from 70 an to 22 pi wide creole a centrepiece for your kitchen 

4 1 Choose \(mr colour and mm 4 1 Hand made 1o customer^ specification 

Choose your oven* and hob types - ^ Professional power & performance 
ps . elect he , iufoetioe 




Serious Cookers for Serious Cooks™ 

Tel: 012 A 2 725174 uuwiacandic.CQ.uk info^fdtfxodik 


Lacandir Colours 

LL jflflULLMIIIIIIIL 



CRAFTSMAN BUILT, BUILT TO LAST 


Timber windows and doors hand made 
Repairs, restoration and draught seating 
Double glazing of existing windows and doors 
The highest quality materials and workmanship 
Acclaimed customer service 
Experienced time served craftsmen 
Comprehensive guarantee 


For a free, no obligation survey, just call us tir ilsH mir website 

www.sashwindow.com • 0800 597 2598 

The Sndi Window Wiirkshnp cmvrs Ltuidtoi and the South of England 








ADD MORE TO YOUR HOME. 
FOR LESS. 





^ ■ 15% discount 

^ >1 I 1* " quote CLM01 

QAW • (limited offtr) 

BUY NOW - PAY NEXT YEAR 


Garages & Outbuildings 


The Linen Works’* 


Dotty Brown 

I 


TKfli OiUBiDIENI MUSI LTH 

Garden Rooms 


Garden Offices Summer Houses Pool Rooms 
Granny Annexes Teenage Dens 

/ Individually ddgnd and constmacd / Highly uplifted finish 
lu inJinlc double gU/ing, *ilpcrh inuibi «m and Janr 
/ Omilorubk all jrear juunJ / Vhtuihintnd ami instilled by our own 
experienced team / 10 year guarantee 

Call now for Brochure & Design Schedule 

01843 821 851 

t n fo@ tl lcgardci i I votittd tci.co , uk www, 1 1 icgardcn hoitst-1 tcLco . uk 


\ aft if hi/ Aame 


Visit our website today, or call and ask about 
otif interest-free finance package 

0800 52 52 75 canopies uk 

www.canopiesuk.com whatever rtie weather 



Home Emensioiti ♦ irwfnndijal Bwkkijfi * Complm«i *Tndiuoml Giragutg 
Homes - Commertal A Pubht Butk&ngs - Gvdon Roomj * Peat Entknuro 


Cali 0870 777 6768 

tor your tree brochure 

Or visit wwv:ehbp o )m 


T T 11 N O L I B It 

HERITAGE 

JL J.1UII. DINOl 


BftctAi^ra N*l tit Oae 



nrien p 


r raur»e 


tinte 

artfw olfer ikk} < oo 



The finest of British Country Outbuildings 


Oak Fronted Carriage Houses 
<sr Stand Alone Timber Gardes 

also casoin: studios 

EQUESTRIAN BUILDINGS AND 
SPORTS PAVILIONS 



Eat 1309 

High St tret Snnod. Kem ME2 4 DR 

Tel: 016M 290031 


www.passtn orcs.cn . uk info#p*$iiitiarci§-c0,iik 



Timber Summerhouses, 
Stables, Garages and 
Outbuildings to 
suit your 
lifestyle 



For more 
information 
amt to request a brochure, 

coil 01832 732366 

or email us at 

gazebos #5 cottsofttorapst on. co. u k 


Visit us online a t www.scottsofthrapston.co.uk 




Oak Framed Buildings 

The Oak difshouse Company 
designs and build* a 
range of buildings by hand 
in our English workshop. 

Phone to request a brochure on 
our range ol extensions, garden 
offices, garages, summerhouses 
and conservatories. 

07522 544 1 58 
www. th cuji kg I as s ho 1 isc .co . u k 
i n foe? 1 r beoa kgUss house. co. u k 



CRANE 


Telephone 01553 61 7124 

www.CFAnaheduiidHimiitcihouja.co.uk 


Beds ft Bedding 



Arabella Oexmler 

LUXURY LINEN 

Bedlinen 

Quilted Bedcovers 
Table Linen 
Damask Nightdresses 
more ^ 


For a brochure telephone: 

01884 243747 

www. ara be! ladenn ter. co , uk 


m I 

1 f t.s*v 


BED MAKERS of LONDON 



1/2 price event 


warrenevans.com 

Making It... makes all the difference 











■■CO LOCNE &- COTTON * | 

Dreamy bediinen and ub rr* fragrances / 

For our beauliful cat al ague , call 

0845 262 2212 - 

www.cotogreandcQr'gin.coni ( + * > 


LINEN CUPBOARD 

VOftJlSHlJtt 


We specialise in hard to find bed linen, mattress protection, 
long pillows, valances, flannelette and deep sheets. 

In stock we have lots of extra wide and extra long sheets, 
Including 2ft 6", 3ft 6", long singles 3ft x 6ft 6“, Small 4ft Double, 
Queen, Super King, 6ft 6" x 6ft 6 ^ and 7ft x 7ft Emperor 


Tel: 01404 716202 or 01484 716346 

wwwlinencupboardxauk www. 4 flbedlinen.cauk 



This handmade Revival Bed easily hides 46 shoe boxes. 

FREE 36 page colour 
brochure has PRICES for 

* Etods and Fa* Posters 

* Under-bed drawer storage 

* Bedroom Fum bn 

* Wax and hand p«nf«f finches 

* Mattasua and heddng 

* Plus rrfofmafoqn or extra 

large c n al the above 

TEL: 01777 869669 

www.rcvival bod i . c$ .Life 


House Signs 



NEW personalised built-in post box 
NEW FULL COLOUR CATALOGUE - FREE 
NEW WEBSITE: wnr,rocluirli&ansigi 3 S.njih 



Wi& setectioR of house signs and pod bolts 
band crcM and personalised 1 m lasting alios 


/ \rtivin 

POST 8GXES & SIGNS 


Please Phone: 01327 351561 


NATURAL SLATE HOUSE SIGNS 


Sofcj Vrbi gi mnr* rt»Pf 
P*ln wd vnkH yw* hmne neme or m#nb*r. 

House Number* Irum £2 t 
House Mima from CAJ 

Ctl O I UD 113 173 lor 
eyyht pnpf talou- trcckr* or_. 

A purcHue anhne 

www.housesignsonHne.co.uk 




Hi avtt Signs 
01425 479409 for bn* hurt 
o r vjsi i www U |jl ntc. com 


www.periodsigns.co.uk 


THE OAKS 
5 STEETON 



Soft Furnishings 



Screen 
printed 
fabrics for 
today's 
country 
home 


thackeraywest.co.uk 


//tv i/ftj OYaMe /-it/trttw 

&l Hfh/foa/ertt 

LOWEST PRICES QUOTED 
tor fabrics and wallpapers. 
Making-up service also available 
tor lined and interlined curtains. 
Customer's own fabric 
or we can supply. 

Tel: 01 $39 445 237 


Fabric World 

Full inferior design service 
Vast select ion of designer fabrics in 
stock from £2 per metre 

287/m High S*Wt Stilton, Surrey SKI JLL 
020 sm 5127 

€SW Bngtftoti fkt , S Croydon, Sunvy Off 6AA 


020 8633 6282 

CpM Mon Sat 10 & 
Personal csHers welcome 





r Calf or go ^ 
online for our free 
brochure ^ 


Traditional Oak Vaulted It* hi! 


IJ.1L Framed Mtiitdmg! 
.uul Outbuild nips 
e Reams and Luucls 


v/.V 

+44 ( 0)1444 455 455 
www, oftkmasters.ca.uk 
( 1 rebind : wwiw. oakmas ltrrs . ie) 


Covelli Tennant 

Vintage Textiles & 
Bespoke Upholstery 
07855 256007 
07971 043 916 

www.covelliiennant.com 


TOP DESIGNER 

Fabric & 
Wallpaper 

Simply ih* t*5t wrw» and pleat 

01852 500378 

Instant quotes t aecitfi online ordering 

www.top-designer.co.uk 


Interior Design 


G&ZZ le? Cushions 


|}*au.tlfuJl i mbrold«r*d Cushions 
Unique, <i*a*eir,i>l A Country 

Please Visit our new website 


100% made In Britain using 


fabrics 


www.cazziecushtons.co.uk 


The Braided Rug Company 

www.braided-rugxo.uk brochure Q 1 654 767248 


Machine washable 


wool 


blond 


From 


£39 


00 


mgs 


Classic Oakwork. 


...Beautifuliv Finished 


SUBSCRIBE TO ONE 
OF OUR TOP-SELLING 
MAGAZINES 



www.qti2litymagazines.at.iik 

or Call 

0844 848 5203 












Bathrooms 




What's makes an 
Albion Bath unique? 

Albion baths arc in a league of their own. Made 
using our own, special material, Albion baths 
provide the luxury’ of cast iron but without the 
hassle. With a range of 54 different models, there's 
plenty of choice. To find out more, request our 
brochure o n ; 0 1 2 0 6 7 9 4 4 6 2 or 
www . albionbathco. com 

T1 IE ALBION BAT1 1 CO LTD 

COLCHbttlbft ' bNGLAMO 



[tc] ^ 


IMPERIAL 


Brands you know, 

i )nces y° u 11 love 


HERITAGE: 


our entire 
Heritage range 


Order by phone nr nnliito 

01924 267736 Victorian i 

www.v k :toriaiihathiTKirm.<;ofii BATHROOMS i 

Or vraii our ,u 1 hg'i M ill. *^41/ up the luxury 

Oil Dalt Street, Onsetl WFS 91 IQ 

m Tmm ,irvl rdretihini jpplv See in tfcwr lor cir-ml* t Wirt W a Imitrd prnorl tmk Elf()K 


Gardening 




BATHROOMS 

Specialists in antique 
ba t h roo in eq u i p men t 
a nd accessor ies* 

89 Upper St, Giles Street 
Norwich NR2 1AR 
Thu +44 (0) 1603 627850 
www.s ti ttk ey b ath roo m s, co m 


Handmade oak 
tree swings 

ww w,t ree s wi n gs ,co, u k 












monkey 

tree houses 


B*ipoU d*j*giitd and bdlt ir*a hou**$ 

Eur op*on & UAE comfrauani comidsrsd - 

r- +44 (0) 9403 732 452 

WWW. c hee ky mor\kwylTM hoy s*s , com 


JS 

Cheeky Monkey 


Ploy Equipment 


* Traunpoltfies 


• Swnogs 

* Pty Houses 


L +44 (0)1273 833 643 


W*iw JtTTnytf (. 


Whirlygig 



020 7403 7368 

www.whirlygig.biz 



THE GARDENERS' DELIGHT 

Thi; fa-r«tast<c ^ui-d^boD* t* packed wTh 
miixfriafiQfi on tuppJieu oi pcinfi. gardervug 
product and servtcai ponded by garden 
cffntrts and England. 

Scotland and Wiles 

RfiP. £S.99 with fi#t posiagt and pactajpnj 
Pleas* call 01752 EH 290 to crdot rows 

wvvw 1r avelpnbtishing co uk 



+44 (Q) 1787 248 140 
www^quareroot planters .com 



Quality English Leadwork 02392 870000 


Call or click for new brochure www.rcdfields.co.uk 



GARDEN AFFAIRS 


SutnmerliouicS) Gazebos, Offices, Studios. Garages, L«jg cabins 

Fora brochure tel: 01225 774566 
www.ga rde naflai rs .co.uk 


WS 




www.wellingtonandbarrow.com 

SPECIALIST MAIL ORDER WEBSITE 


| 



Matching innovative gardening equipment ideas 


Dyed using an environmentally friendly process 

- MIJJ.I.I.1IUT "-JIJ BIni 

£ FOR Alt YOUR GARDENING & OUTDOOR NEEDS 
~ 0844 3350 361 

j§ FREE DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £25 

^ f 1 *1^ J L^T 1 I i 1 25?: 11^: r ts: < i I 1 # ( 
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QmLK-limtm0t?9g869*n9 
for information anti ad via 1 . 
Please visit our website 



I Ipme Offices & Sfudfos 
1 len & Duck I louses 
Traditional free & Play 1 louses 
Stabling, Garages & Garden Sheds 
Self Assetnbiey Kita N<tw Amitahk 
(hi All BttihlingS 


May & Watts 
Garden Design 

Creating beautiful 
gardens jbr modern lUinq 

t ar .| 1 1 x nil r ^ ■' r 1 1 m m pi i rrnir til* 

C»nra«. 1 Mark un 01892 77 U 284 


NATU RESCAPE 

WlkJUuwcr Plants & Seed. 

Native SlvdbcClinibffi \ (lulbs. M<wlim 
Mixes, Cctnlidd Fkivwneb:. Visitor 
Centrr 1 open lrO*H 1*1 - 30th Ser.it 

tor C aUkjfpi&Gfnvving Guide 
4 * IV CI«Vk Stoiript to: 
Mature* vipe Rli, lapwing MHt 4 oHy 
Coach Gap lar»e r tan^dr. So®, VC13 Sfi 1 
to: 01943^60592 

WWWJMlUIVU Jpr.CO. ufc 


totyrs I Rueitm Slurs * -fctbMat 6 PeuDfl * hebti finning Aaww ttMtNr Produd * Lags fottUi 4 B ujBpi 
r-j SH A E rtSbl t Mulch, f afiiilsi! .-*1 And Ite-dta ■ 6 «M frftMl A ftltpptflgi 




LANDSCAPING AGGREGATES FOR ALL YOUR PROJECTS: 


Deccsf alive agg regale® to transform your garden into a place 
of tranquility and beauty direct from the source 


www.stonewarehouse.co.uk 

t: 01629 630139 



Garages, Stables 
& Carden Offices 

Prices from £995 
For a free brochure contact 

www.warwickJbui ldingsxo.uk 

Teh 01926 815757 















&ATH ENGLAND 

01225 851577 


Catalogue available 

CANOPIES 

PORCHES 

TRELLIS 

ARCHES 


artisan shepherd's huts 


we can create your perfect retreat 
01825 791402 www. artisan- shepherdshuts.co.uk 


For the child in all of us.... 

EikH a ming garden rdittft 

for grown ops 
(and chikfoeiitV 

• ' ' ' 

The typty Caravan Company 

01953 681995 

www. gypsycatava nco mpa nytfo . uk 



Luxurious iron gazebos & garden fiimiture 

METAl/"\ Call us on 0208 144 6621 or visit 
PM 1 9, ^ t, www.metaldesign-furniture.co.uk 




far t$»x 


Whichford Pottery 

Classic l bind-) tut dr 
English Flowerpots 

Wc deliver to your door 

Nrn* Gmthtguc Out Now! 

lei: 01608 6»44l6 
www. wh ichfbcdpo rtery.com 


If you are looking for more 
inspiration then go to 

directory.allaboutyou.com 



Hollands Gallery 



Kit Stone 




beautiful 

POULTRY HOUSES 
HAND-CRAfTED 
IN DORSET 

Please Call or Co 
Online For You a 
Catalogue 


WWW.FLYTESOFANCY.C0.uk 01300 345229 


F umirure; Fires. Stove* and 
Hearing; FltkOtt *nd FkniHfig; 

G a ■‘denting Mid Cirdeii E tfuiptiicrti: 
K ire Nen and Kitchenware; 

Art* and Craft*; 

Gifts; Fashion a/vd Trawl- 



Housesitting 



We provide complete peace of mind For you, your pets and your insurers We'll stay in your 
home and look after everything We're not an agency, and with 1 000 employees 
nationwide we will match your needs exactly With over 60,000 
assignments, we're endorsed by all the HNW insurers 

24 hr brochure line 01296 630730 or www hgmesifteTs.co.uk 

■ We stay when you’re away 



ojhe Home Service 



* 



t *Mng urrt« 


*Wi whevt, you'** there" 


1 * 08451 303 100 

www. housesrftefs.ce.uk 


MYLLBANK 
BOARDING rAPJ 
CATTERY uLOtf 

A family run establishmenl 
in the peaceful countryside 
jusi off |10 M20, 
w wvv.my ! Iba n kca Ite ry. c o .uk 
0T 233 732284 







Furniture & Furnishings 


ONLY £284. 
ONLY FROM US. 



TOSCA MIDI SEATER SOFA WAS £3?9 - 

MOW ONLY £284! 

DELIVERED DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

For a copy of our FREE colour brochure containing 
our range of sofas, sofabeds and chairs telephone 

01685 844944 


Oakrjdge 

direct 



www.oakridgedirect.co.uk 


BAROLO JUMBO CORD SOFA 

NOW REDUCED TO ONLY £329 



BAROLO 3 SEATER SOFA 

WAS - NOW ONLY E329 


Request a brochure on 01685 844444 
or visit us online at www.divani.co.uk 




Bespoke solid wood freestanding kitchen furniture. 


Kitchen furniture at terrific prices. 

Contact us for a brochure quoting CL APR1 1 . 

Main showroom: Lynx Trading 
Estate, YEOVIL BA20 2HL 

01935 410500 
s oldcreameryfurniture.com 


sofa . com 

caution! may cause drowsiness 


H f *1 3 


Pncas shown are carry away 


Creamery 












HOWDENS KITCHENS AROUND BRITAIN 

Hcwdens Joinery has 490 depots around Britain supplying kitchen and joinery 
products from stock. Each of our depots lias experienced kitchen designers who will 
plan your kitchen using our range of ewer 40 different styles. 

We only supply trade professionals because we understand that they are best 
placed to give you the reassurance of a professional installation. 

To find your nearest depot and to request a brochure call 
0800 6888 167 or visit www.howdens.com 

Depot opening hours: Monday Triday 8am-5pm. Saturday Sam-12 noon 


HOWDENS a 



- i 



www.uniquechicfurniture.co.uk 

enquiries@uniquechicfurniture.co.uk | 0115 9869222 


elegant ^ exgwlsLte furniture § decor -for tine home § garden. 




SCUMBLE GOOSIE 

ru*m£. e.£trpprdlinain^ ’fUmiturt * 


www.scumblegoosie.com 

01453 731305 



The Lounge About Company 


Websites 


($t?r 


THE L 0 UNTRY SHOPPER 




ww w * t h ecoti ti I rys li o ppe r , cct* u k 



Thomas Ijfovf 

Makers of fine furniture for generations 


Cambridge 3 seater was £1 199 - now £899 

We guarantee... 

♦ British Standard tested and approved 

• Made in our own UK factory 

♦ Direct from the factory prices 

* 21 day money -hack piomise 

• 2 year construction guarantee 


MADEf IN UK 


For your free colour brochure call 

01443 771 222 or visit 

w w w. th omasl 1 oyd . com 

ABE1RGORKI INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TRE0RCHY, SOUTH WALKS CM 6DL 


Polished Brut Saiin Brtsi 

Antique Kt jvv Distressed Bias* 
Antique Bronzt Mllkd Hmit/r 

Tudi»r Bum/* hdnluxl Nickel 

Satin Nickel !\arl Nickel 

Sail n ( tim me Pewter 

PbUshed Chrome ami 

Antique Btaek W mu^lit Inm 


If you are 
looking for more 
inspiration then 
go to 

directory- 

allaboutyou.com 



Hollands Gallery 



Majestic Line 



Kit Stone 


Furniture: Firoi, Stove* And 
Ht-Ating; Floor* and F (coring 
Cjrdi>ning and Garden 
Equipment; Kitchen and 
Kitchenware; 

Art* and Cr»ft»; 

Gift*; Fashion and Travel. 

allaboutyou.com 








Now you can relax... 


COVELU TENNANT 


Vintage Tcxriles & 
Bespoke Upholster)' 



07855 256 007 
07971 043 916 

www.cove llitennanr.com 


~;4 * 
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BY JAN CONSTANTINE 


An mpuBia ctiUicTion of mot* than 

25. bewiiluf hafwf <j mb* o tet ery prefects tv 
rbfr horn# tegnea by Jin Constefrttna 


Ord«r H*irtconn Etnbro*rf*TY al lf«t 
pnea of ITS S9 fnp ,£18S3| with trs« p&p 
Toaftfw plg&are*il01M3 628503 
qtwtsng ref JS 194 

vwvw it awl publishing co .uli 



Hartford 3 seater x 
...with all our sofas 



FURNmjRE COMPANY 


For a brochure call 0H95 717170 
or visit www.odeonfurniture.co.uk 


SOFA EXPERTS SJNCE J986 



Windsor 3 seater sofa was £689 - now 1516 


FOR OUR 2010 SOFA CATALOGUE CALL 01495 243999 
OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KlRKDALE.CO.lJK 


Fires, Stoves & Heating 


STOP HEAT LOSSES 



NOW YOU CAN MAKE YOUR 
FIREPLACE SAFE, CLEAN AND 
EFFICIENT VET STILL SEE THE 
HR EL Fit Thermo -Rite Glass 


Fireplace Doors over the fireplace 
opemng and you wife save heat 
reduce draughts and enjoy a teal 
fire without risk Also MESH 
SPARK CURTAINS made to 


measure 


A & M ENERGY FIRES Dept CL4 
Pool House. Hunttey <3 ba GL1 9 3DZ 
www energy* res co ufc 


TELEPHONE: 01452 830662 


Pinckney Green 
Fireplaces 

-0 

MJrtN dT liirpUc % ln» \mjtJ Slone 
For ■ Fftt hreteewf oft 

01 17 937 2555 




One ol Bntains leading manufacturers of m^Muet stoves Our stoves 
have an exceptionally clean combustion and are up to 84% efficient 
models also a variable for burmng wood in smoke control areas 
For a colour brochure and your nearest stockist phone 01751 474803 


www. townandcountryfires co.uk 















CLEARVIEW 

STOVES 

The leading manufamiivr of clean burning wood stoves 


British and clearly the hest since 1^87 



Be green and stay warm... 

Few companies cair more for rhe 
environment than Clearview Stoves 

We have produced coo-friendly 
stoves since 1987 so are delighted 
our stove has been chosen for the 
Natural House, a project instigated 
by the Princes Foundation for 
the Built Environment and the 
centrepiece at this years Ideal 
Home Show 1 

Our message is simple, wood has 
been a staple fuel for centuries, tl& 
a pleasure to use, sustainable, cost 
less than oil. gas, and electricity, 
and as near perfect carbon neut ral 
source of energy as possible 


come home to the bene Ill's ofiaXIearview Stove 


to 


CLEARVIEW STOVES SHOWROOMS 

Dinham House • Ludlow • Shropshire * SYS IE) 
Tel: 01384878 100 

Brochure Line: 0 1588 650 123 

w ww.clearvicwsLOves. com 


Everything you ever wanted to 
know about the AGA cooker 
is in our FREE 36 -page 
AGA Official Guide 


Call 0845 7125 207 for your FREE copy 

or order online at wfww.aga-webiCO.uk 
Includes details ot every model, every 
colour and every fuel type, 

AGA J 

* tm, fmtfmUm m am. m mv<m 


Quality Hand Built 
Stoves Made in Devon 

Highly efficient, craftsman made 
Environmentally friendly heating solutions 

Contact us today 


— ir 



for impartial 
professional advice 

Open Mon to SatQam-Spm 
Dean Forge, Dean Prior 
Buckfasdeigh TQ1 1 OLS 


Dean 

Forge 


& 


AT HEART OT evtRV HOME 


Tel: 01364 643574 
Web: www.deanforge.co.uk 



CLLCCTON 


tqiepfrpna 01565 7 5 5376 


Floors & Flooring 


A My p**»n*ie*4 na t i onwioe carpet tup^ty who* 
WOOL S^SJtL. COM, 5EAGRAS3, BESPOKE RUGS I RUtWEHS 
FREE SAMPLES hand ptfefl & *** fW t? chow 
jcur periact cvprt n i the comtoft of your twn home 

Quality Carpets at an Affordable Price 
tambmuii WiwBwgiAiiidMiiiw4 


www.ollertonrugsandcarpets.co.uk 


Country Clothing 



style step 


Reveal it new and confident yi>uf 
For Colour Analysis, Image 
Analysis, Wardrobe Assessments 
and Fcrsonal Shopping 



Vis it www.sty Iratcp ,eo , u It 

Tran storm the way 
you shop and dress. 


Children's Corner 




BUY YOUR TILES DIRECT 




www.terracotta-online.co.uk 

www.mosaics-online.co.uk 

www.handpaintedtiles-online.co.uk 


Kitchens 



STUNN 


For advice or 
a FREE brochure 
call your friendly 
sink experts now 
0845 201 3040 
or visit... 



1 L ' 







The 'Sheila Maid u 

CAST IR OH W ROUHAL F*t CUflHEUflBt CNtf MM 


The Domestic 
Paraphernalia Co 



TTf ECO WAY TO ORt EACHOtftf m 

the mwwLwmsm 15 s^wee 

£ COLOURS. 4 HVC FttiSMQ fKXf D EDS C HALS 

extra we &RM. &oa macs- mm 

Hit -Omim iCsslop&s* U&i Otar CM 

57* £58 ' 6ft £61 7ft £54 8t1 £67 

WWOftSlCatn^fW, flte.&M, 

57" &ft £57 7ft £60 Sfl E&3 

P&PE335 (nosItKItainftfld} 

How to order y«r Sheika Mid 

By post The Domestic Paraphernalia Co 

itinjOTiir, FCflFAfl .Angus DOB 2NS 

+44 (0)1307 4&B5B9 

Or order online: www.sh 0 flamald.oo 1 n 


CHANGE 

TODAY 

CHOOSE 


BRASS & TRADITIONAL SINKS LIMITED 

Quality Sinks and Taps for over 25 years 


FAIRTRADE 
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www.gnu-racks.com 


Hetty is proud to present her 
marvellous cleaning products 
- designed to give your AGA 
cooker a sparkle 


W 


\isit her website to view 
other products in the range 
tvw w, I>H 1 ^ \\w fonLeuni 


www. kits tone. co . uk 


The Wellington Farm Shopi Slratfwld Saye. Hook. Hampshire RG27 OU 
The former Sales Rooms, Crooks Vend. Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 1BE 
7 Vale RoadL Tunbridge Wetb,TN I m 
SS41 Wandsworth Bridge Road London SW6 2TD 
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Qe^Zutc^JJ^y Qely^hjk&... 


Bespoke freestanding and fined furniture of distinction. 

Kitchen - Bedroom * Home Office 

1 .ill 'JS on: 01623 882288 v RAKER STREET 

eu : www.bakerstreetkrtchens.co.uk 


tilt QUXNFT MAKERS 


Durable wlp» dean coaled 


Durable wip*- dtffi coated timber 


KM in \ 


Maim 


gnu Two °^ er airer ran 9 es ar, d six °ther 
domestic products are available. 


GNU Ltd, Waverley Cottage. Pontesbury, 
Shrewsbury SY5 OYH 01 743 792 900 
Email Gnultd@btconnectcom 


* Hand made kitchen* from 
£5.000 

• Free design service 

• Hand painted & solid oak 
kitchens 

* Extensive kitchen range, 
both freestanding & fitted 


• Complementary interiors, 
living dining & bedroom 

• Contemporary outdoor 
living collection 

• Qur showrooms display the 
full range 

• Call us on - 0870 777 00 99 




GENERAL INTEREST 


Fashion 




WWW 


Comfortable Clot lies 


|ititi$u j 1 styles train litilu 



vj is wrirty s*jr\6 4c , A res if pood aprens 
Ring 01 793 762476 tor a catalogue 

www.dennyand rews.co.uk 


FABRIC LAND 
MAIL ORDER SERVICE 

THUHGXI 

01425 461444 

FOR 

SWATCH 
CARDS 
www. fabr icland .co.uk 



Pets b livestock 


You can keep chickens too! 

It's easy and fun with an Eglu 


• Award winning Eglu chicken house* 

for 4 10 chicken* delivered and 

installed with foxproof run, point of 
lay hens, feed and advice. 

• Huge range of accessories from 
feed to treats and health products for 
your chicken*. Kitchen goodies and jr 
gifts for you, all with fast delivery. 

Friendly and knowledgeable 
L customer service team ready 
to help you on the phone, 

Eglus - easy to clean 


For a free brochure call now 0845 450 2056 
or visit www.omlef. co.uk 



PACDOG.COM 

Quality contid for your dog. 

Fttfurlng terw-liCf rtdwptibk tatlftta nd 
b*a« ■■tfr rwawMd « w* ct- 

IjFryfan. 0800 028 4325 ; 

nucXBgcQTi plifen™ 




THE CHICKEN VET 

The home of healthy chickens 

A website for keepers of domestic poultry 
fancy fowl and small flocks. Offering a huge 
range of online products to keep your 
chickens in optimum health, all 
recommended by our team of poultry vets. 

Visit www.chickenvet.co.yk today! 


Lingerie 



Beautiful Lingerie by 
1st Class Post ^ 

com 


For Catalogue 
Tel: 01439 798388 















fill 

DISCCT tEREjy hatt 


&OUMX' 


K/tOuWlC$ 


I DISCCT(EREO^hat the art of 

great food is great ingredients 
when I was growing up in North 
Yorkshire - wonderfully fresh 
produce was right on our doorstep. 

We lived in a farmhouse on the 
Castle Howard estate where my 
father worked as promotions 
manager Our home came with 
his job but we were also given 
some land on which Dad set up a 
smallholding. We raised Middle 
White pigs, kept chickens and even 
grazed a herd of Aberdeen Angus 
cattle. All our food was usually 
grown or reared within sight of 
the kitchen window. 

When you lead a proper country 
life, you’ve all got to muck in so, from 
when we were both still quite small, 
my younger sister Charlotte and 
I helped with everything from 
cleaning out the hens to taking the pigs 
to market. At school, half the kids in our 
class were from farming backgrounds 
so it was completely normal When it 
came to home-time, we weren't racing 
back so that we could play computer 
games, but to change out of our 
uniforms as quickly as possible so that 
we could get outside into the fresh air 

IVe always been very outdoorsv, 
and even now I can't think of anything , 

worse than sitting at home on my day 
off 1 was one of those children who was constantly covered in 
mud from playing in the fields around our house. I’m a big dog 
lover and back then I had a golden retriever called Ginny - she 
went absolutely everywhere with me; today I have a Clumber 
spaniel called Fudge who really is my best friend. 

Around harvest time we used to make dens in the bales 
and create tunnels and build ramps for us to crawl through 
and clamber over. We’d also go beating and shooting for game. 

I began driving tractors when I was ten and, a little later, my 
friend Philip and I would ride up and down the fields on old 
motorbikes - his was in better condition than mine and when 
1 reached a steep hill I had to get off and push. 

When 1 wasn't out and about, I learned a lot about cooking 
from my family. My mum was a great cook and she always 
made everything from scratch - we didn't own a microwave let 
alone eat any ready meals. To this day, hers is the best roast beef 
and Yorkshire pudding I have ever tasted - it would rival any 
chefs. 1 started helping her with the cooking and chopping from 
a very early age and it was this experience that led to working 



in professional kitchens for a couple of 
hours a week. My grandmother, who lived 
in York, was a wonderful pastry cook. 

It used to take her about half an hour 
to make it and I remember her sitting 
with her old mixing bowl rubbing butter 
and flour together while she watched 
Coronation Street It was the kind of 
pastry that would dissolve in your 
mouth. When she died I asked for her 
mixing bowl and still use it today to 
make pastry just the way she did. 

My grandfather was a great gardener 
and had an allotment where he grew 
pretty much everything. One of my 
most vivid memories is walking into 
his greenhouse and smelling the 
tomatoes. That scent is still very 
nostalgic tor me, and when I 
bought my house in Hampshire 
the first thing I did was build a 
greenhouse so I could grow my own. 

The country is truly in my blood. 

I didn't leave until I was 18 when 
I had to come down to London 
for work - there weren't many 
opportunities for chefs in Yorkshire 
in those days. I decided to settle 
in Hampshire for the beautiful 
villages, countryside and coast, 
and it's still easy for me to get into 
London for work. It's often said that 

rural life happens at a slower pace 

than that in the city but I disagree. 

I also think work is far harder in the country People don’t 
appreciate how much effort goes into just putting potatoes 
on your plate. It takes an awful lot of dedication from growers 
who often don't make much of a living out of it. 1 admire anyone 
who works the land because it's not an easy life. 

I’ve got a big enough garden to he pretty much self-sufficient 
in all my fruit and veg so there's never any need to go to the 
supermarket. From mulberries, apples, cherries and plums to 
aubergines, potatoes and tomatoes, I grow bucket-loads. Work 
means there isn't much free time these days, but whenever 1 do 
have the chance I'm out there with my fork, working the soil. I 
have a gardener, Geoff, who comes in to help me because I'm no 
Alan Titchmarsh and am still learning. So I tend to do a bit of 
digging and planting, then he comes along to sort out the mess. 

James Martin presents Saturday Kitchen on ITV and is appearing 
this spring in the Great British Food Revival on BBC2 . The 
accompanying hook (£20) is available for the special price of £15.99 
with free p&p from allahoutyoubookshop.co.uk or call 0871 803 6764. 


Growing up on a smallholding 
in North Yorkshire has given 
chef James Martin an 

appreciation of the rhythms 
of rural life and the flavours 
of home-grown food 
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INTERVIEW BY CATH fR I N F BUTt B 
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The first step in choosing 
wool-rich carpet - ask 
an expert 

Sarah, Carpet Foundation Member 


The Carpet Foundation has 900 independent carpet retailers 

with exclusive use of an Office of Fc*r Trading Approved Code of 
Practice supported by these leading UK based woof-rich carpet 
manufacturers: Axminster , Brin tons. Causeway. Cavalier ; Pawn all, 
Ryalux ; Ulster ; Victoria. Westex. Wcodvsard Grosvenor . 


THF CAMPAIGN FOR WOO I 
Patter: HRH The Prnce erf Wales 


Approved code 


www.carpetfoundatfon.com 





CHALON 



finest quality handmade kitchens 



London 020 73510008 < Hambridge 01458 254600 • Harrogate 01423 523182 • Edinburgh 0131 5572909 
St Albans 01727 868790 • Tunbridge Wells 01892 530337 * Knutsford 01565 745878 Now Open 

USA Enquiries 001 239 963 3070 

WWW.CHALON.COM 


www.downmaqaz.com 






PLUS expert advice on turning your hobby into a business 


^Country Living 

MAGAZINE 




SAVE 26% 

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO 

Country Living 

MAGAZINE 

Country Living brings the delights of the countryside 
to your door every month. Each issue is packed full 
of ideas, inspiration and advice on homes, gardens, 
crafts, food and much more so you can 
enjoy a rural lifestyle wherever you live. 

GREAT REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE : 

• JUST £33.49 for a year's 
worth of magazines 

• EXCLUSIVE OFFERS and 

special savings for subscribers 

• FREE delivery direct to your 
door every month 

• NEVER miss an issue 


Call our hotline and quote offer code SC47 

0844 848 1601 

Lines open weekdays Sam-9. 30pm; Saturdays 8am-4pm 

tBT landline calls to 0844 numbers will cost no more than 5p per 
minute; calls from mobiles and other networks usually cost more 

You can subscribe securely online at 

www.natmagsubs.co.uk/cl/SC47 



Terms and Conditions This offer is valid for 

UK subscriptions only. All orders will be 
acknowledged and you will be advised of 
commencement issue within 14 days. This 
offer cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other subscription offer and closes 31 
December 201 1 , The minimum subscription 
term is 1 2 issues. This subscription may not 
include promotional items packed with the 
magazine. For subscription enquiries, please 
call 0844 848 5203, All information is correct 
at time of going to press. The normal cost of 
1 2 issues is £45.60, based on a basic cover 
price of £3.80, * All savings are based on the 
basic cover price of £3.80 


www.downmagaz.com 



I can’t speak a foreign language 
or play a musical instrument, I’m 
not the best at baking a cake or 
arranging flowers but I have 
researched my family tree, am 
pretty good at growing my own 
vegetables and I trained my dog. 
Everyone has at least one skill, 
honed at the kitchen table: something you’re good at or have 
a gift for. It’s what gives you the most satisfaction, a certain 
pleasure in knowing you do it well. It is often the basis for a 
hobby and this is where your passion can start to grow. Feed 
it and learn more, put it to good use in the community or 
find a way to earn money from it, perhaps even taking the 
big, life-changing step of turning it into your own business. 

Here we’ve suggested 50 kitchen table talents and pointers 



Contents 

4-25 50 Kitchen Table Talents 

And how to make the most of them 

16-17 Tell Us About Your Talent! 

Enter the Country Living Kitchen Table 
Talent Awards and win a course and 
vouchers to develop your skills 

28-29 Turn Your Talent Into 

A Business Expert advice on how to 
start small in your spare time and earn 
an income from doing what you love 

30 Directory 

Useful contacts to build your interest 


to making the most of them. If you want to take your skill 
from pastime to full-time, Emma Jones, our home-based- 
business expert, has put together some advice to get you 
started, along with a directory of useful contacts. 

We’d love to hear about your particular passion and 


Booklet editor Lisa Sykes 
Contributors Ruth Chandler, Louise Elliott, 
Emma Jones, Susy Smith, Lisa Sykes 
Sub-editor Sue Gilkes 
Designer Lesley Straw 
Picture editor Jackie Swanson 


how you have taken it further, so log on to the forum at 
allaboutyou.com/talent and tell us. And when you’re 
running your photography, cat-sitting or decorating 
business, spare a moment to drop us a line! 


\A9 * l 4^3 


Lisa Sykes, Features Editor, Country Living Magazine 


PS If you’ve a flair for designing, drawing, writing, sewing, 
cooking or gardening, you could enter our Kitchen Table 
Talent Awards: see page 16 or visit allaboutyou.com/talent 



Photographs by Ala my Cristian Barnett, 
Simon Bevan, Alun Callender, Charlie Colmer, 
Tara Fisher, Craig Ford ham, The Garden 
Collection, Getty Images, Jonathan Gregson, 
Jason Ingram, Emma Lee, Tom Leighton, 
Loupe Images, Andrew Montgomery, 

Nature Picture Library, Debi Treloar 


This booklet is published with the April 201 1 
issue of Country Living Magazine 


©The National Magazine Company Ltd 2011. 
Published by The National Magazine Company 
Ltd, 72 Broad wick Street, London W1F9EP 
(Peg no 112955}. All rights reserved. No part of 
this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form, or by any means, without 
the prior written permission of the copyright holders. 
Printed and bound by Ancient House. 
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1 DECORATING 
YOUR HOME 

Are you always plotting how 
to make your home more stylish? 
Do you spend hours hunting for the 
perfect paint or piece of furniture to 
create the country look? Take your 
skill to another level by planning out 
mood boards of your ideas to learn 
what works and why, or sign up for 
an interior decorating course with 
KLC School of Design (klc.co.uk). 


2 MAKING 

TECHNOLOGY WORK 

Does the Freeview box 
or laptop hold no fear for you? 
Do you find manuals easy to 
understand? Many people have 
a problem with technology so 
that’s where your talent comes 
in. Use your skills to barter - 
install someone’s software or 
set up their remote control in 
return for something you can’t 
do. You will soon build up a 
reputation and may even kick- 
start a skill-swap network. 


4 Country Living 


www.downmagaz.com 




4 


SEWING SOFT FURNISHINGS 

Can you whip up a cushion in no time, 
create an heirloom quilt or make a 
pair of curtains? Your skills could lead to a 
thriving cottage industry, with commissions 
from those who don’t own or know how 
to use a sewing machine. Alternatively, 
supply nearby outlets with your wares 
to test the market or set up shop online 
at etsy.com. Gain confidence with a 
qualification from The Association of Master 
Upholsterers & Soft Furnishers’ approved 
course centres {listed at upholsterers.co.uk). 






3 ARRANGING FLOWERS 

If you can already create 
a beautiful bouquet, 
find inspiring new designs 
in The Complete Guide to 
Flower Arranging by Jane 
Packer (Dorling Kindersley, 
£13.99) or go on a course, 
from a bridal masterclass to 
a Christmas-themed session 
(judith blacklock.com). To 
help your skill blossom into 
a business, promote your 
floral flair to local event 
organisers, restaurants or 
offer to provide the blooms 
for friends’ weddings. 



3 BAKING A CAKE 

Is your Victoria sponge a family favourite? Test your 
talent on a wider audience with a charity fundraising 
event selling treats to friends and neighbours. If the response 
is good, start advertising your cakes for sale locally. Widen your 
repertoire with a course - try Bettys in Yorkshire (bettys.co.uk) 
or Cinnamon Square in Hertfordshire (cinnamonsquare.com). 
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6 LOOKING AFTER CHILDREN 

To have a natural rapport with children is a great gift. 
Identify what you are good at and enjoy most - whether 
carer or teacher, there are volunteering opportunities to 
further your skills and knowledge, from helping with reading 
at schools, taking children with special needs on outings, or 
involvement in sports and youth clubs. Essential paperwork 
includes clearance from the Criminal Records Bureau and 
a first-aid qualification. Find out more from the Children’s 
Workforce Development Council at cwdcouncil.org.uk. 



BEING A FOODIE 

You relish the range of artisan cheeses, breads, charcuterie 
and farm-fresh produce in your area, know which pubs and 
restaurants serve rare-breed beef and their own lamb and always 
seek out farm shops and delis wherever you go. You are definitely 
a foodie. Help others savour these flavours by producing a regional 
guide or walking tour to introduce people to your favourite local 
delicacies. An illustrated leaflet or online introduction will draw 
others to your neighbourhood and create valuable community links. 


7 CLIPPING A HEDGE 
Do you clip a mean 
hedge? Are your 
shears twitching to shape 
sundry shrubs? Courses at 
Langley Boxwood Nursery 
(boxwood.co.uk) teach you 
how to create a basic ball 
and more complex spirals 
and animals. A leaflet door 
drop locally could provide 
clipping contracts and soon 
turn your hobby into 
a business 
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9 RECOGNISING BIRDS 

The activity at your bird 
feeders is a constant 
distraction and you’re expert 
at identifying bursts of song 
from the hedgerows - it’s time 
to join the British Trust for 
Ornithology (bto.org). Be 
trained to identify habitats 
and to conduct surveys, enjoy 
sharing experiences with 
other volunteers at regional 
conferences and play an active 
role in the conservation of 
Britain’s wonderful birdlife. 
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CARING FOR ANIMALS 


§ For the Doctor Dolitttes among us, there are numerous ways 
JLV_y to make the most of our gift. Animal charities such as RSPCA 
(rspca.org.uk) will welcome voluntary help, whether it takes campaigning 
or cat-grooming form. Or set up your own pet-sitting business where you 
can earn money by either visiting or staying in the owner's home. Begin by 
advertising at your local vet's. Make an income from your passion another 
way by keeping hens and selling their eggs or running an adopt-a-pig 
scheme where you raise animals on behalf of paying city-based folk. 
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RIDING A HORSE 

Are you never happier 
encantering 

about on horseback? Specialise**^' • 5 
travel companies offer the 
chance to take your hobby 
further afield - how about a 
ranch holiday in Montana' 
(ridingholidays.com) or beach 
riding in Spain (inthesaddle. 
com)? Closer to home, you 
could nurture the ability in 
others by helping the Riding 
for the Disabled Association 
(riding-for-disabled. org.uk) or 
try teaching at a riding school 
- visit The British Horse 
Society’s website, bhs.org.uk, 
for all you need to know. 




TEACHING A SKILL 

Those that can, teach' 
say the ads, In fact, 
not all that can, can. It's a special 
talent to be able to pass on your 
own expertise to others, requiring 
patience, the ability to explain clearly 


and to know your audience. Could 
you be a driving instructor, offer 
French, cooking or sewing lessons? 
Test your teaching out by putting a 
short video on YouTube and ask for 
feedback, Some subjects demand 
teaching qualifications while others 


are unregulated. If you are on 
Facebook, there is an application 
called UdutuTeach that lets you 
create an online class on anything 
you want. Those interested can 
sign up to your class through the 
sister programme Udutu Learn. 
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B MAKING CARDS 

Homemade greetings cards are hard to beat and, while everyone 
appreciates them, only a few are gifted enough to create shop- 
worthy efforts. If you have ever considered making birthday, anniversary, 
good luck or get-well cards to earn some extra cash, or providing a bespoke 
service for customers for a particular occasion, begin by launching your 
venture at a small-scale craft fair in your area or village shop. Broaden 
your range of techniques with a course at a centre such as craftbarn.org. 


0 

A 
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M BAGGING 
A BARGAIN 
If your weekends 
are spent scouring car boot 
sales and feeding your eBay 
habit, you are a bona fide 
bargain hunter. The trick is 
making it pay its way: offer 
to buy and sell for others or 
source specialist items for 
collections of vintage frocks, 
stamps or teapots. Taking a 
stall yourself at a market will 
help your sales, marketing, 
valuation and negotiating 
skills, improving your 
buying as well as selling. 
Read Make Serious Money 
on eBay UK (Nicholas 
Brealey Publishing, £12.99). 




PUTTING AN OUTFIT TOGETHER 

In these days of high-street uniformity, an individual sense 
— of style can be hard to achieve. So if you love creating your 
own personal look, you may have the makings of a small business up 
your sleeve. Keep a fashion scrapbook of colours, fabrics and shapes 
that work for you and devise ideas for friends, too. Pick up tips from 
the style tutorials on YouTube, start a blog and see where it leads,., 
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S' SPEAKING 
| J A FOREIGN 
IV/ LANGUAGE 
Being able to communicate 
fluently in another tongue is 
a valuable gift that could help 
you earn or boost a living. 
Offering one-to-one evening 
classes locally is a great way 
to test your teaching skills and 
use your linguistic ability while 
keeping the day job. You could 
even become an interpreter, 
or if your writing and reading 
is as good as your oral level, 
consider training as a translator 
(Chartered Institute of Linguists 
runs courses; iol.org.uk). 


COMPOSING POETRY 

Keen to polish up your verse? Try a course 
(arvonfoundation.org or literaturetraining, 
com), or workshops and events at the Poetry Library 
at the South bank Centre (poetrylibrary.org.uk). 
Subscribe to The Poetry Society (poetrysociety.org.uk) 
and you will receive feedback on your work, as well 
as information on competitions, or look through the 
Writers' & Artists' Yearbook (A&C Black, £14.99) for 
details of publications that accept submissions. 


PLAYING AN INSTRUMENT 

| /if you always hit the right 
J- / note, take your gift to the 
next level and study for a degree 
(browse those available at ucas.com). 
There’s a constant demand for piano 
teachers - and, as providing lessons' 
involves barely any start-up costs, 
you needn’tjjayest before trying it \ 


out. Visit mush 
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FINDING ANTIQUES 

J A home full of timeworn treasures 
indicates a passion for pieces from 
the past. Build up your knowledge and eye 
for the authentic with Miller’s Antiques & 
Collectables online guide (millersantiques 
guide.com) or help out in a local antiques 
shop in return for expert guidance. Consider 
taking a market stall to sell your surplus finds. 


BEING A GOOD LISTENER 

Perceptive, tactful, understanding 
and probably practical, too, are the 
key qualities here. If your friends and family all 
pour out their problems, hopes and fears to you, 
then you have them in spades and can put them 
to good use in the wider world. Counselling 
support charities such as Samaritans and 


Farm Crisis Network train volunteers to deal 
with difficulties, or perhaps you could agree to 
mentor informally a struggling teenager. Read 
self-help books with a critical eye and choose 
courses with care. The British Association for 
Counselling and Psychotherapy (bacp.co.uk) and 
The Coaching & Mentoring Network (coaching 
network.org.uk) have more information. 
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STICKING TO A BUDGET 

' You’ve done your own bookkeeping since pocket- 
Jl. money days, enjoy creating a spreadsheet for a new 
project and always know how much is in your bank account. 
This personal accountability is rare and sought-after in these 
days of spiralling debts. You are ideal treasurer material - see 
your parish magazine for vacancies at local clubs and societies. 
If it is numbers that do it for you, why not train as a bookkeeper 
and offer your services locally through national online 
networks? Find more information at bookkeepers.org.uk. 
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DISCUSSING 
A BOOK 
If you're always 
animatedly analysing your 
latest bedtime tome with 
friends and regularly give 
them reading lists, you 
should be running a book 
club. Recruit a mixed bag 
of members and produce 
notes on talking points 
and key themes. Regional 
magazines often need 
critics or you could hone 
your skills online by 
contributing to one of the 
many book review sites 
such as booklore.co.uk. 




^ ^ RESEARCHING YOUR FAMILY TREE 

7 Have you traced your own roots back to the 16th century? 
^^^7 If so, you have probably already acquired enough research 
skills to be able to offer your services to others; start small with a nominal 
fee or bottle of wine per generation uncovered. It requires diligence, 
persistence and a huge amount of curiosity but you'll soon find friends 
and neighbours queuing to learn more about their ancestors. 
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GROWING 

VEGETABLES 


I Put a gift for 
cultivating edible produce 
to good use by sharing your 
abilities with others: volunteer 
for the gardening therapy 
charity Thrive (thrive.org.uk) 
where your skills can help 
disabled people grow their 
own, too. Swap seed and 
surplus plants or produce 
with friends, donate to the 
local fete or leave an honesty 
box outside your house. * 
You may even be able . 
to sell your surplus to 
local restaurants. M 


PLANNING 
A MENU 

Do you spend hours 
working out which flavours and 
textures will create the most 
delicious combination of dishes 
for a dinner party? Keep a record 


of your successes and annotate 
your many recipe books with 
scribbled ‘improvements’? Are 
you always offering to plan meals 
for community gatherings or for 
friends who lack inspiration? 

In time, you may well be able 


to provide a complete supper 
service, devising and cooking 
meals in neighbourhood homes. 
Lucy Cooks Cookery School in 
Yorkshire (lucycooks.co.uk) has a 
range of inspiring related courses 
that offer food for thought. 
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^ RUNNING A CAMPAIGN 

/ ff It's not enough to be passionate 
about a cause - all the best 
campaigners combine an evangelical need 
to spread the word with the essential ability 
to present the facts clearly. Test your skills 
by galvanising support for a local issue and 
hosting a public meeting. Get tips and advice 
on running a local campaign at bl.uk/learning/ 
citizenship and explainthatstuff.com. 




TRAINING YOUR DOG 
Will your canine come when you 
call or sit on command? Then 
you deserve as much praise as your pet. 
Why not use your ability to get involved 
with a charity such as Pets As Therapy 
(petsastherapy.org) or volunteer as a puppy 
walker for Guide Dogs (guidedogs.org.uk). 
Start dog-walking professionally or share 
your tips by running paid-for classes. 
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WRAPPING 

PRESENTS 


Do you delight in a 
crisp, even fold or a perfectly 
tied bow? If so, your knack 
for presenting gifts with the 
professional touch could be 
lucrative, especially around 
Christmas and Easter. Offer 
not only to wrap, but also 
provide papers, ribbons and 
a variety of appealing rustic 
decorations including herbs 
or natural finds. Learn from 
‘gift wrap guru* Jane Means 
on one of her nationwide 
courses (janemeans.co.uk). 


OFFERING BEAUTY TIPS 

f J? You have a justified reputation for 
picking out the most flattering 
eyeshadow or lipstick for friends, so go a step 
further and offer to give them a makeover. Get 
back to basics by assessing their skin type, too: 
The Ultimate Natural Beauty Book (Kyle Cathie, 
£14.99) includes more than 100 beauty products 
to make at home - you may even be inspired to 
develop your own ranges. 


S KEEPING FIT 

I I If you're one of those people who thrive on 
an exercise regime, could you pass on your 
enthusiasm by helping to run a class? improve your 
health and the environment by joining a British Trust for 
Conservation Volunteers Green Gym (btcv.org.uk). Set 
new personal goals to challenge yourself - enter a race, 
raise money for charity through a sport you love or branch 
out with a class in something you've never tried before. 
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TALENT 
AWARDS 


We've always known that Country Living readers 
have got tdleilt and now’s your chance to prove it! 1 1 
you can grow, sew or cook, write, draw or make, then 
you can enter our Kitchen Table Talent Awards. 

Wc want to celebrate your home-grown ski 11s by 
recognising the best and finding ou r K itchen '1 able 
^ . 4 , jdi fl ^ ' 1 alent of the Year and we will help to turn 

Id tizm V their Hill tired gift i nto a successful busi ness 
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Each entry must be accompanied by a maximum of 500 words (typed) 
about what you do, how you started and your future dreams. You may 
enter more than one category (£5 fee per entry for charity). Download 
the entry form at allaboutyou.com/talent*. Closing date 3 June 




BEST CRAFTSPERSON 

Do you love making things? If you 
sew. stitch, dye and knit or have a 
talent for any type of craft, send 
us photos of up to three items you 
have made, with instructions on 
how you made them, 

WIN! A five-day craft course 
+ £100 craft-store vouchers 

BEST WRITER 

Whet her you pen poetry or short 
stories, articles or blogs - send us 
your work. A maximum of three 
pieces but no complete books. 

WIN! A writing course + £100 
home-office vouchers 

BEST COOK 

If your jam is the best or your 
cakes are legendary, send in your 
own recipe and a photo of your 
cooking and explain what gives 
it the X factor. Our Food Fditor 


will make up the shortlisted 
items for the judges to taste 

WIN! A cookery school course 
+ £100 kitchenware vouchers 

BEST GARDENER 

Show us your horticultural know- 
how with an ornamental or kitchen 
garden of any size you’ve brought 
to life. Send in several photos of 
the finished plot and your plans 
for the design and the planting. 
WIN! An RHS course + £100 
garden-store vouchers 

BEST ARTIST 

Whatever form vour art takes 
- photography, sculpture, oil 
painting or sketching - send in 
photos of three pieces of your 
work and a description of the 
inspiration behind them 
WIN! A gallery introduction + 
£100 art-materials vouchers 


BEST HOME DESIGNER 

If you can come up with dream 
schemes and colourcom binations, 
send in photos of your renovation, 
design or decorating projects 
(before and after snaps if you 
have them) and a mood board. 
WIN! An interior design course 
+ £100 DIY-store vouchers 

THE KITCHEN TABLE 
TALENT OF THE YEAR 

The judges will select one entrant 
to win a package of mentoring, 
assistance and special deals to 
help them turn their talent into 
a business. We will lx* following 
their progress online and in the 
pages of the magazine. 

All the winners will fa- featured 
in the September 2011 issue of 
Country Living. The only criteria 
is that yvur talent must not now 
he yottr main source of income. 




^ \ IDENTIFYING WILDFLOWERS 

I I f you know your oxlip from your ox-eye 
JL daisy, then share your knowledge by 
leading wild flower walks or perhaps publishing 
a guide to local flora (visit blurb.com). Being 
able to illustrate your botanical notes is even 
better; members of The Society of Botanical 



RECITING VERSE 

Did you love learning poetry off by heart at 
school when others considered it a chore? 
Is your party piece a perfect rendition of a famous 
poem? If so, you are probably already blessed with 
a good memory and a clear, steady speaking voice 


but maybe with more training you could turn your gift 
to your advantage by becoming a performance artist 
or paid storyteller. Contact one of the UK's 22 leading 
drama schools for information on speech training and 
dramatic art (drama.ac.uk) or visit speak-easily.com 
for professional voice-training classes and coaching. 
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BEING THRIFTY 

S Is waste-not-want-not your personal motto? Good. 

Thrift is not the sign of a scrooge but a skill to be 
admired in these recessionary times and a welcome return 
to the practices of recycling and reusing. This is a talent to 
develop for the good not only of your household but also 
of the planet. The Frugal Life (£9.99) by Piper Terrett is 
packed with tips on how to spend less and live more, 
with practical advice on areas including cooking, fashion, 
finance and foraging. Find more ideas at frugal.org.uk. 




HOSTING 
A DINNER 
PARTY 

Is your signature dish 
always rapturously 

received? Do your 
guests clamour to 
to be invited back 
time after time? If 
so, you are probably 
the perfect dinner 
party host. Set new 
challenges for yourself 
- a pop-up supper 
party to test your Small- 
talk skills or running 
weekly soirees with 
themed cuisine. Glean 
specialist knowledge 
from an expert such as 
a top sommelier on a 
wine course (decanter, 
com) or master 
confectioner 
(confectionery 
courses.co.uk). 



£ TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS 

If you take pictures, rather than mere snaps, your talent needs 
feeding to grow. Enter competitions, develop a speciality such 
as wildlife or black and white and improve your technical know-how with 
online tutorials (try photo.net and luminous-landscape.com). Send your 
best to an appropriate picture library - they might just get snapped up! 
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LEADING 

i //walk 

• / If you are good at <*' ’ 
map -Reading, others who 
eigoy* walking- vtoll happily 
•hand over rbute selection, 
distance and location of the' 
all-important refreshment,- . 
s£op to you. Put a notice in. 
the local shop and keep it „ 
simple until you get into .' 
your stride. Pack a first-aid 
kit, extra snacks, spare sock/* 
and water, swot up on a f^W. 
key points of interest and " • 
practise' the route' fir st. \ \ 


BEING HANDY 
j ROUND 
THE HOUSE 

While you may list tiling the kitchen 
or putting up shelves as favourite 
activities, others dread such tasks 
and would rather pay someone to 
do them. To earn some extra cash, 
put your skills to good use as a 
painter-decorator, taking on jobs at 
weekends to test the water. If you're 
serious about going full-time, gain 
electrician or plumber qualifications 
on a course (cityandguilds.com). 



RAISING FUNDS 

Are you always the one asked to persuade local businesses 
to donate prizes for the annual raffle? Do you convince the 
estate agent to sponsor the summer fete? Then your talent clearly lies in 
fundraising and you probably combine charm, persuasion and tenacity 
in equal measures. Take steps to turn your ad hoc efforts into an income 
- volunteer your fundraising services to local charities, learn about grant 
sources and application techniques and you could eventually charge a fee. 
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ORGANISING 
AN EVENT 

- Every community 
needs one - that person 
willing to take on the trials 
(but also the plaudits) of 
planning and running a 
big event. You’re probably 
already on several local 
committees and have the 
panto, craft show and school 
fair under your belt. You 
delegate with panache 
and can run a meeting like 
clockwork. These talents 
can take you far - perhaps a 
party-planning business or 
a job in event management. 
Learn even more from 
The Event Manager’s Bible 
(How To Books, £14.99). 


j i \ APPRECIATING WINE 

I I Can you pick out a classic Chianti, a fruity 
V/ Sauvignon or full-bodied Bordeaux to 
partner every stage of a meal? If you enjoy discovering 
and tasting new wines, develop your palate and 
knowledge with The Complete Wine Tasting Course, 
an interactive CD Rom course designed to turn you 
from ‘novice’ to ‘nose 1 (£36.26 from wineware.co.uk). 
Build up your confidence even further on a special 
wine-tasting holiday - try winetastingfrance.com. 
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SINGING WELL 

Always being told you’ve the voice of an 
I .JL angel? Then perhaps you should consider 
tuning-up with some lessons from a professional 
(find one near you on the Association of Teachers 
of Singing website, aotos.org.uk). Once you are 
confident about your ability, why not join forces 
with a local band or set up a community choir to 
sing at events and help raise money for local causes? 


BUYING 

ZL / THOUGHTFUL 
rZ, GIFTS 

Do you delight in finding 
the perfect present for the 
foodie, craftsperson, wine- 
lover or gardener in your 
life year after year? Are 
you filled with a sense of 
excitement and anticipation 
rather than dread at the 
thought of Christmas and 
birthday lists? In today's 
time-poor society you 
may be able to relieve 
others of a burden 
while building up 
a personal present- 
buying service 
through your own 
website - for advice 
on setting one up, 
visit howtobooks. 
co.uk/business. 


* 


i 






MAKING PRESERVES 

If the shelves of your kitchen dresser are lined with glistening 
jars of jewel-bright jams and jellies, spread the word about 
your perfect preserves by giving them as gifts - pretty labels, covers and 
ribbons provide a stylish finishing touch. Explore your skill further and 
increase your repertoire with a day session at River Cottage HG in Devon 
(rivercottage.net) or Waltham Place in Berkshire (walthamplace.com). 
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DESIGNING 


PLANNING 
A HOLIDAY 

Those with this happy 
talent forget tour operators and 
package deals - they know that 
the best, most memorable (for 
all the right reasons!) holidays 


balance carefully researched 
arrangements with flexibility to 
enjoy spontaneous adventures. 
If the planning is one of the fun 
bits of your break, take on the 
task for friends with holiday 
fatigue - keep it formal, have 


a face-to-face consultation about 
their requirements and budget 
and fill in a brief Then make 
enquiries, offer several options 
and you are an informal but 
personal travel agent - there’s 
a potential business in this. 
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f WRITING A SHORT STORY 

/ I I Find yourself coming up with new 
a plot lines and characters on a daily 

basis? Don't keep your fiction a closed book 
- begin a blog and invite constructive criticism 
from readers. Improve your style with an online 
creative writing module (uea.ac.uk) or join a 
supportive writers' group (see nawg.co.uk). 

For inspiration, visittheshortstory.org.uk, a 
website dedicated to promoting the art form. 



/ KNITTING A JUMPER 

4 Holding a class for beginners 

or simply organising a group of 
fellow needle-wielders can be a rewarding 
way to further your skill and turn it into 
an income or make a hobby a sociable 
event. Read Sharon Brant’s Ultimate 
Knitting Bible (Collins & Brown, £25) to 
learn more and, if you’re keen to sell the 
items you make, set up a blog at blogspot. 
com. For free knitting patterns, visit 
allaboutyou.com/craft or knitrowan.com. 
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4 Vy Draw on your 
artistic skills and produce 
pictures of people’s pets, 
houses, gardens or views 
•for a fee. Start by offering 
to do one for free for a 
popular pub in return for 
leaving your business 
cards next to it. Once 
established, you could 
even strike up a deal with 
a local framer. Exhibit 
your work at an art fair 
in your area or approach 
cafes and restaurants to 
hang work on their walls. 


A DESIGNING JEWELLERY 

Unique handmade necklaces, earrings and 
I bracelets make wonderful gifts, but have 

you thought about teaching your creative skills to 
others? By running children’s classes in the school 
holidays and offering evening or weekend courses 
to adults, you could enjoy sharing your passion while 
showcasing your designs and making a little money 
that could more than pay for your hobby. Learn new 
techniques yourself on a number of short courses 
available (westdean.org.uk or cityandguilds.com). 

u u u u i u u it 11 u'h it ii v u v 


MAKING LISTS 
We all do it (this booklet is proof 
' of that!) but the real skill in 
writing a good to-do list lies in first making 
it achievable and then getting through it 
if you are fortunate enough to be one of 
this super-organised minority, you could be 
putting your talent to excellent use running 
someone else's busy life as a personal 
assistant You can even do this from home 
by working online - see the opportunities 
available at virtualassistants.co.uk. 
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Turn your talent 
into a business 


Kitchen table talents can be used to earn a living, so 
not only can you enjoy pursuing the hobby you love 
- you can also make money from it. Here's how, says 
small-business expert Emma Jones 


TALENT EQUALS TURNOVER 

Whether your strength happens 
to lie in fashion, food or fitness, 
it’s perfectly possible to apply 
that talent and turn it into income. 
Follow these basic steps that can 
be taken in your spare time - you 
don’t have to give up a day job 
and they can fit around running 
a house or looking after children. 

START WITH RESEARCH 

You’ll want to be sure there’s 
a market of people ready to 
buy the results of your talent. 
Find out about your potential 
customers - where they are 
currently shopping, how they 
like to buy and who their key 
influencers are. Look at what 
your competitors are doing well 
(and maybe not so well!) and 
decide what you will charge, 
bearing in mind customers 
are willing to pay more for a 
niche product they can’t find 


elsewhere. If you’re creating 
something handmade, this 
could mean you are unique, 
so factor this into your pricing. 
Either do your research online 
by visiting popular forums and 
trade websites or hit the streets 
with a clipboard, questionnaire 
and a smile. Talk to friends and 
family to get their input, too. 

MAKE A PLAN 

With your research in hand, 
devise a strategy. It only need 
cover four pages or so to include 
your idea, how you’re going to 
promote yourself, ways of getting 
your product or service to market 
and the financials that show a 
profit at the end of the day. 

SPREAD THE WORD 

Promote your product or service 
and watch sales roll in. Issue a 
press release, host an event, 
enter an award and have profiles 


on well-populated platforms 
such as Twitter, Facebook and 
Linkedln. Your marketing will 
set you up as an expert in your 
field and you can do this using 
social media sites, without 
spending a single penny. 


BE PREPARED 

Use these as headings for 
your business plan and you 
are off the starting blocks: 
fl Idea What is your product 
or service? 

• Market Who are your 
customers? 

• Operations How will you 
produce and deliver what 
you are offering? 

• Financials. What are your 
costs, how much will you 
charge for the finished product 
and does this show a profit? 

• Friends Do you have a 
support network of advisers? 
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MEET THE PUBLIC 

fl Consider displaying and 
selling your products at 
events: from weekly local 
farmers' markets to the 
Country Living Magazine 
fairs and shows, 
fl Before the event, tell 
people you're going and 
let them know where 
they can find you. 

• On the day, be clear 
about what you're offering, 
attract people to your 
stand with give-aways or 
enticing refreshments, and 
collect data so you can 
follow-up with potential 
customers afterwards. 





A GOOD FIRST IMPRESSION 

Make sure your business cards 
and promotional materials are 
well designed and good quality 
in order to create a positive first 
impression. If you don’t wish to 
display your home address as 
a business premises, consider 
having a virtual office which 
comes with a professional- 
sou nding address and arrange 
for post to be sent on to you. 

MAKE THE MOST 
OF TECHNOLOGY 

Have the business work for you 
while you are busy doing other 


things, with a stylish website 
that attracts an audience and 
makes it clear and easy to buy 
from. Bearing in mind that time 
is your most important asset, 
make the most of it by investing 
in web-based e-mail systems, 
time-tracking software and a 
decent phone so you can carry 
on working wherever you are. 

MAKE SALES 

Write a list of contacts, friends 
and family you think will be 
interested in what you have to 
offer. Get in touch with them 
individually and clearly outline 


the benefits of buying. Maximise 
the opportunities presented by 
powerful online sales platforms: 
for home-crafted items, list them 
on handmade marketplace sites 
such as etsy.com, folksy.com and 
notonthehighstreet.com, and if 
you’re selling business services, 
try elance.com and bitsythis.com. 
These websites attract customers 
on your behalf and offer you a 
direct route to market. 

CREATE A SPACE 

Keep a place in the house that 
is reserved as your designated 
office/work area and decorate it 
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"If you have a day job, it's wise to tell your boss you're earning 
outside office hours. In my book Working 5 to 9 , 1 outline how to 
go about this conversation. Most employers see running a business 
in your spare time as a good thing as they benefit from the new 
skills you're gaining without having to pay for any training." 


DO WHAT YOU DO BEST 
AND OUTSOURCE THE REST 

This is a strategy that applies 
throughout, from making part- 
time earnings to growing into 
a full-time venture. Stick to the 
activity you know best and get 
help from others in areas such 
as accounting, admin, sales, PR 
and marketing. Keep in touch 
with business partners using 
free or low-cost tools such as 
Basecamp, Huddle, Glasscubes 
or Tinychat and your enterprise 
will run smoothly and profitably. 


of trading. It is straightforward 
to register but it’s best to seek 
advice if you are at the point 
of considering whether you 
should set up as a sole trader, 
partnership or limited company. 
Keep the tax bill as low as 
possible by claiming business 
and home-working expenses. 


Emma Jones is founder 
of Enterprise Nation 

(enterprisenation.com), which 
offers small-business support. 

A business expert, she is the 
author of Spare Room Start Up, 
Go Global and Working 5 to 9. 

We have five of Emma’s Start-Up 
Kits (£25)*, with more than £400- 
worth of offers, to give away. See 
our Kitchen Table Talent Awards 
feature in the April issue of CL. 


with inspiring furnishings and 
items that increase productivity: 
a vision board, sound system 
and a sturdy desk and chair. 


TELL THE TAXMAN 

We have a duty to inform 
HM Revenue & Customs of 
activities within three months 
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Useful contacts 


COURSES AND QUALIFICATIONS 
BBC Learning (bbc.co.uk/leaming/ 
adults}. 

Learn Direct (0800 101 901; learndirect. 
co.uk/businessinfo/) England and Wales' 
official online learning resource with a 
section for business-related courses. 
Mind Tools (mindtools.com) Free 
internet resource with life-skill tips. 
Money for Learning (llfelonglearnlng, 
co.uk/moneytolearn) Financial support. 
Open College of the Arts (0800 731 
2116; oca-uk.com) Home-study courses 
in arts, crafts and design. 

The Open University (0845 300 
6090; open.ac.uk/stepforward). 

Skills Development Scotland (0141 285 
6000; skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk). 
UK Commission for Employment 
and Skills ukces.org.uk. 

Volunteering databases; Scotland 
(volunteerscotland.org.uk). England 
(volunteering.org.uk). Wales (wcva. 
org.uk/volunteering). Northern Ireland 
(volunteeringmi.org). T me bank 
(timebank.org.uk). 

BUSINESS SUPPORT 

Bitsythis.com - sourcebook of people 
who can help your business grow. 

British Franchise Association 

(01235 820 470; thebfa.org). 

Business Connect Wales (startups, 
co.uk/business-connect-wales.html). 
Business Gateway (0845 609 6611; 
bgateway.com) and Highlands and 


Islands Enterprise (01463 234171; 

hie.co.uk) Practical advice and support 
for new businesses in Scotland. 
Business Link [0845 600 9006; 
businesslink.gov.uk) Official small 
business support service in England, 
Charity Commission (0845 300 0218; 
charitycommission.gov.uk) Offers advice 
to charities in England and Wales. 
Community Interest Companies 
(bis.gov.uk/policies/business-law/ 
community-interest-companies) 
Government information on CICs. 

See also cicregulator.gov.uk for 
how to set up a CIC. 

Invest Northern Ireland (028 9069 
8000; investni.com}. 

The Office of the Scottish Charity 
Regulator (01382 220446; oscr.org.uk). 
Plunkett Foundation (01993 810730; 
plunkett.co.uk) Advice and financing 
for rural projects, including community- 
run shops. 

School for Startups (020 709 9700; 
schoolforstartups.co.uk) Business 
training for entrepreneurs from former 
Dragons' Den guru Doug Richard, 
Whichfranchise.com (0141 204 0050; 
whichfranchise.com). Advice on 
applying for UK franchises. 

MARKET RESEARCH 
British Chambers of Commerce 

(020 7654 5800; britishchambers.org.uk). 
Details of local chambers of commerce 
across the UK, 



Countryside Council for Wales 

(0845 130 6229; ccw.gov.uk) Provides 
information and statistics on rural areas 
and market towns. No equivalent bodies 
in Scotland and Northern Ireland, 

Market Research Society (020 7490 
4911; marketresearch.org.uk} Offers 
a good, free beginners' guide to 
market research. 

National Association of Local 
Councils (020 7637 1865; nalc.gov.uk). 
Good links to parish and community 
councils in England and Wales and other 
local government-related sites. 
Association of Scottish Community 
Councils (0845 644 51 53; ascc.org.uk) 
Office for National Statistics (0845 
601 3034); statistics.gov.uk). Census and 
other statistical data. 

Commission for Rural Communities 
(01242 521381; ruralcomm unities. 
gov.uk) State of the countryside report 
2010 has facts and figures on rural areas. 

RULES & REGULATIONS 
Environment Agency (0870 850 6506; 
envlronment-agency.gov.uk/netregs). 
Advice on environmental regulations 
affecting small businesses in England 
and Wales. 

Food Standards Agency (020 7276 
8829; food.gov.uk) Information and 
guidelines on hygiene regulations. 

Health and Safety Executive (0845 
345 0055; hse.gov.uk). 

HM Revenue 8- Customs (0845 915 


30 Country Living 


www.downmagaz.com 


ALL DETAILS CORRECT ATTIME OF GOINGTO PRESS 



4515; hmrc.gov.uk/startingup) Helpline 
for newly self-employed. 

Northern Ireland Environment 
Agency (0845 302 0008; doeni.gov.uk). 
Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (01786 457700; sepa.org.uk). 
Trading Standards Institute (0845 
404 0506; tradingstandards.gov.uk). 

RAISING FINANCE 
Co-operative & Community Finance 

(0117 916 6750; co-opandcommunity 
finance.coop) Finance for co-ops and 
social enterprises. 

Department for Environment 
Food and Rural Affairs (0845 933 
5577; defra.gov.uk) Details of rural 
development grant schemes. 
Government Funding Database 
(govfundingdbni.nics.gov.uk/gfdpublic). 
Government grants to the voluntary and 
community sector in Northern Ireland. 
NFU Mutual (0800 316 4661; 
nfumutual.co.uk/farmers) Finances 
for farm-related ventures. 

The Prince's Trust (0800 842 842; 
princes-trust.org.uk). Offers financial 
help to people aged 1 8-30 through 
loans, grants and mentors. 

Triodos Bank (0800 328 2181; triodos. 
co.uk). Loans to environment/ 
community-based businesses. 

NETWORKING/ADVICE 
Business in the Community (020 
7566 8650; bitc.org,uk) For better 


business standards in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 

Country Land & Business Association 

(020 7235 0511; cla.org.uk) Organisation 
for owners of land, property and 
businesses in rural England and Wales, 
Enterprise Nation (enterprisenation. 
com) Small-business support, 
communities, networking and events. 
Everywoman (020 7981 2574; 
everywoman.com) Business owners' 
online network. 

Federation of Small Businesses 

(01253 336000; fsb.org.uk) Practical 
advice on starting a business, 

FARMA (farma.org.uk) National 
Farmers' Retail & Markets Association. 
Farmers' Markets (0845 458 8420; 
farmersmarkets.net). 

Farmshop (07855 252151; farmshop. 
net) Network of regional food suppliers 
and requirers. 

National Farmers' Union (024 7685 
8500; nfuonline.com). 

New Economics Foundation (020 
7820 6300; neweconomics.org) 
Independent think-and-do tank that 
inspires real economic wellbeing. 
Prowess (01603 762355; prowess, 
org.uk) Trade association for women 
in business. 

Rural Women's Network (01768 
869511; ruralwomen.org.uk), 

Self-test temperament quizzes 

Visit keirsey.com and bizmove.com/ 
other/quiz.htm. 


WFU (0844 335 0342; wfu.org.uk) The 
Women's Food and Farming Union, 

WiRE Women in Rural Enterprise 

(01952 815338; wireuk.org) Advice and 
support, workshops and events. 

FURTHER READING 

Go Global: How to take your business 
to the world by Emma Jones 
(Brightword, £14.99) 

How They Started: How 30 good ideas 
became great businesses by David Lester 
(Crimson Publishing, £12.99) 

Spare Room Start Up: How to start a 
business from home by Emma Jones 
(Harriman House, £12,99) 

The Complete Small Bus/ness Guide: a 
sourcebook for new and small businesses 
by Colin Barrow (Capstone, £14.99) 

The Small Business Handbook: the 
entrepreneur's definitive guide to starting 
and growing a business by Philip Webb 
and Sandra Webb (Prentice Hall, £18,99) 
Working 5 to 9: How to start a successful 
business in your spare time by Emma 
Jones (Harriman House, £12.99) 


CL readers can buy all the 
books mentioned in this 
booklet at special prices - 
visit allaboutyoubookshop. 
co.uk or call 0871 803 6764 
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showrooms of 
bespoke furniture 
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accessories, in 
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